Good evening,

Tonight we’re going to look at the 2nd and 3rd chapters of Revelation. The seven letters in these two chapters address the state of the churches in Asia – all of the churches. And if we look closely we can see that they speak to the church today. I believe that we, today, can look at these letters and see ourselves in at least one letter. 

By “ourselves” I mean us as a church and us as individuals.

I also saw that this book is a book of books. It’s a book of love AND a book of war. One day it will be a book of horror for many.  But to almost everyone, myself included, it is a book of mystery. For many it will be the first book they turn to, for others, the last. And still others will never look at it. It is shrouded in mystery and controversy. But the controversy comes from man, not God.

There are many beliefs on how to use this book, but all agree that this is a book of prophesy. Some of the more common beliefs:

1) Some say that this is an orderly, step-by-step check-off list similar to a grocery list.

2) Some say it has all already happened.

3) Some say that it is a book of what has, is, and will come, but not necessarily in any particular order.

Regardless of your particular belief, we can all agree that the 7 letters to the 7 churches of Asia have already been delivered.  But their time has not past. Twice, in these letters a group called the Nicolaitans are mentioned. They apparently were a sexually lascivious group that believed that God was all about the spiritual things, so the fleshly things didn’t matter. They would go to pagan worship; they took grace to the extreme to say the least as an excuse for their worldly state of mind. It’s no wonder Jesus says He hates this. 

But let’s look at these letters…

1) Church of Ephesus  - 
1 Unto the angel of the church of Ephesus write; These things saith he that holdeth the seven stars in his right hand who walketh in the midst of the seven golden candlesticks; 2 I know thy works, and thy labor, and thy patience, and how thou canst not bear them which are evil: and thou hast tried them which say they are apostles, and are not, and hast found them liars: 3 And hast borne, and hast patience, and for my name's sake hast labored, and hast not fainted. 4 Nevertheless I have somewhat against thee, because thou hast left thy first love. 5 Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do the first works; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will remove thy candlestick out of his place, except thou repent. 6 But this thou hast, that thou hatest the deeds of the Nicolaitanes, which I also hate. 7 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the midst of the paradise of God. (Rev 2:1-7)

Although the church of Ephesus is a hard working, faithful, and patient church that cannot stand evil, they have fallen short of the kingdom. They have lost their love. 

How many of us can remember our first true love? Remember what we were willing to go through to show our love? How many times did you call them up, or go by to visit? Were you ever too tired to do anything they asked? Did you ever have too much to do that you couldn’t go out with them? Spend time with them? Spend your money on them?

Ephesus had forgotten their love. For all the works they were doing, God no longer looked at them as acceptable to Him.

Jesus emphasizes that if they do NOT repent and do NOT return to their first works – the works of love they did for Him – He will come in judgment against them and remove their right to be a part of His body.

A church cannot just go through “doing church”. We cannot do what He calls us to do because it’s our job, or our duty. We must WANT to do it. We must NEVER be too tired, too busy, “Not have enough money”, or ANYTHING! And in all things, we must do it in love of Him.

And yet, they hate the Nicolaitans as He does. So they are not totally lost.

If they conquer their lack of love, if they go back to how they should be – how they used to be – He promises them eternal life.

2) Church of Smyrna

8 And unto the angel of the church in Smyrna write; These things saith the first and the last, which was dead, and is alive; 9 I know thy works, and tribulation, and poverty, (but thou art rich) and I know the blasphemy of them which say they are Jews, and are not, but are the synagogue of Satan.10 Fear none of those things which thou shalt suffer: behold, the devil shall cast some of you into prison, that ye may be tried; and ye shall have tribulation ten days; be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life. 11 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; He that overcometh shall not be hurt of the second death. (Rev 2:8-11)

Here is one of two churches that Jesus does not condemn. He encourages them to keep on the faithful road, the narrow road that leads to salvation. They have suffered slander and persecution. They are an earthly poor church, but a spiritually rich church. He encourages them to stay fast, to hang in there. They will suffer more, but then they will have eternal rest.

3) Church of Pergamos

12 And to the angel of the church in Pergamos write; These things saith he which hath the sharp sword with two edges; 13 I know thy works, and where thou dwellest, even where Satan's seat is: and thou holdest fast my name, and hast not denied my faith, even in those days wherein Antipas was my faithful martyr, who was slain  among you, where Satan dwelleth.14 But I have a few things against thee, because thou hast there them that hold the doctrine of Balaam, who taught Balac to cast a stumblingblock before the children of Israel, to eat things sacrificed unto idols, and to commit fornication.15 So hast thou also them that hold the doctrine of the Nicolaitanes, which thing I hate.16 Repent; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will fight against them with the sword of my mouth.17 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the hidden manna, and will give him a white stone, and in the stone a new name written, which no man knoweth saving he that receiveth it. (Rev 2:12-17)

Pergamos was not only the capitol of the Roman empire in Asia, the Roman Imperial cult flourished as well there – with several impressive temples. Satan’s throne was most likely in reference to the Roman governor’s imperial seat and the ever increasing persecution of the Christians. Balaam represented compromise, a tendency that Christian did, and still does, when being persecuted – especially the type of persecution that the church faced in the first century. Jesus says He will come quickly and spiritually destroy those who maintain this attitude of compromise. But those who do not compromise, God will sustain even under the worst conditions.

4) Church of Thyatira

18 And unto the angel of the church in Thyatira write; These things saith the Son of God, who hath his eyes like unto a flame of fire, and his feet are like fine brass;19 I know thy works, and charity, and service, and faith, and thy patience, and thy works; and the last to be more than the first. 20 Notwithstanding I have a few things against thee, because thou sufferest that woman Jezebel, which calleth herself a prophetess, to teach and to seduce my servants to commit fornication, and to eat things sacrificed unto idols. 21 And I gave her space to repent of her fornication; and she repented not. 22 Behold, I will cast her into a bed, and them that commit adultery with her into great tribulation, except they repent of their deeds. 23 And I will kill her children with death; and all the churches shall know that I am he which searcheth the reins and hearts: and I will give unto every one of you according to your works. 24 But unto you I say, and unto the rest in Thyatira, as many as have not this doctrine, and which have not known the depths of Satan, as they speak; I will put upon you none other burden. 25 But that which ye have already hold fast till I come. 26 And he that overcometh, and keepeth my works unto the end, to him will I give power over the nations: 27 And he shall rule them with a rod of iron; as the vessels of a potter shall they be broken to shivers: even as I received of my Father. 28 And I will give him the morning star. 29 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches. (Rev 2:18-29)

This church has many good works, faith, love, and they have grown. And yet they have among them an immoral person who is encouraging the Christians to into pagan religious fertility rites.  Jesus harshly warns them about impending judgment and how He will judge them according to their works – and yet if they repent, He will forgive and welcome them into His arms. Yet we see that this is not unique to the first century church. God called Israel to repentance time and time again. He doesn’t want anyone to perish eternally. So if they conquer their sins, if they cast out that Jezebel, if they repent – they can reign with Him forever.

5) Church of Sardis

1 And unto the angel of the church in Sardis write; These things saith he that hath the seven Spirits of God, and the seven stars; I know thy works, that thou hast a name that thou livest, and art dead.2 Be watchful, and strengthen the things which remain that are ready to die: for I have not found thy works perfect before God.3 Remember therefore how thou hast received and heard, and hold fast, and repent. If therefore thou shalt not watch, I will come on thee as a thief, and thou shalt not know what hour I will come upon thee.4 Thou hast a few names even in Sardis which have not defiled their garments; and they shall walk with me in white: for they are worthy.5 He that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white raiment; and I will not blot out his name out of the book of life, but I will confess his name before my Father, and before his angels. 6 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches. (Rev 3:1-6)

This church was spiritually asleep. They should have been aware of what was going on, but they preferred their comfort to the spiritual things. They preferred compromise instead of standing apart. They preferred to be politically correct. And Jesus tells them that they are neither perfect nor mature in God’s eyes. But there are some who do not stand for this – but who stand for Him in all things. And Jesus tells the church that these few will be wearing white garments. And their names shall remain in the book of life. For all who is living the compromised Christian life, this should be their wake-up call. Repent, and turn –or else…

6) Church of Philadelphia

7 And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write; These things saith he that is holy, he that is true, he that hath the key of David, he that openeth, and no man shutteth; and shutteth, and no man openeth;8 I know thy works: behold, I have set before thee an open door, and no man can shut it: for thou hast a little strength, and hast kept my word, and hast not denied my name.9 Behold, I will make them of the synagogue of Satan, which say they are Jews, and are not, but do lie; behold, I will make them to come and worship before thy feet, and to know that I have loved thee.10 Because thou hast kept the word of my patience, I also will keep thee from the hour of temptation, which shall come upon all the world, to try them that dwell upon the earth.11 Behold, I come quickly: hold that fast which thou hast, that no man take thy crown.12 Him that overcometh will I make a pillar in the temple of my God, and he shall go no more out: and I will write upon him the name of my God, and the name of the city of my God, which is new Jerusalem, which cometh down out of heaven from my God: and I will write upon him my new name.13 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches. (Rev 3:7-13)

This church is the second church to whom Jesus has no condemnation, just encouragement. Although they faced extreme opposition by the Jewish synagogue, they didn’t turn from God’s work. Jesus promised severe retribution to the Jewish synagogue when He judges all who persecute His children. And He promises that this will happen soon. If they persevere, they will be in the dwelling place of God forever.

7) Church of Laodiceans 

14 And unto the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write; These things saith the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the beginning of the creation of God;15 I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: I would thou wert cold or hot.16 So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spew thee out of my mouth.17 Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing; and knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked:18 I counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that thou mayest be rich; and white raiment, that thou mayest be clothed, and that the shame of thy nakedness do not appear; and anoint thine eyes with eye salve, that thou mayest see.19 As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten: be zealous therefore, and repent.20 Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me.21 To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I also overcame, and am set down with my Father in his throne.22 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches. (Rev 3:14-22)
Sadly, this last church seems to be the worst of them all. They are physically rich, and think that God has blest them so they don’t need anything else – and in this they are spiritually poor. So bad that Jesus says He will spit them out of His mouth. They are vile and disgusting to Him. When Christians lean on their own selves to solve problems, God won’t bless them. They should be using their wealth to help those in need – and to turn back to God. He stands there waiting for them to open their doors to Him so that He may come in and bless them and to commune with them.

These seven letters should remind us that we are all sinners, but that there is hope. If we turn and repent. If we come back to Him as HE wants us. If we see Him as the God He IS And not the God we would prefer Him to be. If we get out of our comfortable chair and do what we know He wants us to do. If we are the faithful people He called us to be. Then we will walk with Him in paradise – forever. 

And if we ask Him to help us, when we turn everything over to Him, when we allow Him to guide us – we too can be assured of that eternal resting place – in His glorious light.

The lesson is yours. If there is any thing we can do to help you. If you need to be baptized for the forgiveness of your sins. If you want to have true communion with Him, won’t you come as we stand and sing…
