Talk abut Holidays and what-not to get to New Years.
 

Some of the more common resolutions are:

· More Time with Family/Friends

· Exercise

· Lose Weight

· Save Money/Get Out of Debt

· Help Others
 Some statisticians say that by June at least half the people who made resolutions will have broken them. These statisticians say people fail because they look at the glass as half empty, and therefore they've either completed enough to say they’ve kept their resolution, it's too hard to finish, or it's just not worth continuing to try. But a lot of people don’t wait until June to quit, before January 1st is over, many had already broken or given up on their resolutions. Why would we want to do something that we won’t – or in some cases don’t feel like we can – succeed in?
 

How many people have made a resolution to follow Christ and decided very shortly afterwards that the proverbial glass is half empty - it's just not what they thought it would be? Maybe they thought that being baptized would guarantee an end to all their worries and problems or had other expectations of what being a Christian would be like. But instead, after a hard trial – or many trials – they may feel like they're all alone, that this is just too hard. Maybe they feel ostracized from worldly friends or their physical family. Maybe their job went sour and now they are without. Maybe no one told them about the hard work. Maybe when they found out how hard it really is to live a Christian life they decided that it's just easier to go back to the world. What ever the reason, they leave.
 

Jesus knew that there would be some like this. And He mentions this with the parable of the soils. Remember what He said about the seed that fell on a rock and the seed that fell on the thorns?
 

13 They on the rock are they, which, when they hear, receive the word with joy; and these have no root, which for a while believe, and in time of temptation fall away. 14 And that which fell among thorns are they, which, when they have heard, go forth, and are choked with cares and riches and pleasures of this life, and bring no fruit to perfection. 

 (Luke 8:13-14)

 

Does this mean that they are lost forever? Doomed to hell with no hope of ever having that better hope of heaven? I don’t believe so. And I don’t believe that we should just let them fall away without us fighting for them - by that I mean that we should not just let them go and wash our hands of them.

 

1 Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, restore such a one in the spirit of meekness; considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted. (Galatians 6:1)

If someone, for whatever reason, goes back into the world - after they've been temptations, persecutions, or whatever causes them to stumble - we should be there for them. Not judging them, not using strong arm tactics, but out of Christian love. They need to know that they are not alone in these struggles and that we ALL have trials and tribulations ourselves. They need to see that what they are gong through is not unique to them but that either we HAVE gone through those same things, or ARE going through those same things. Let them SEE that we are ALL fighting the same fight.
 

13 There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it. (I Corinthians 10:13)

 

For that matter, Christ Himself was tempted in EVERY way we are:

 

15 For we have not a high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin. (Hebrews 4:15)

 

Not only does He know what it is like to be tempted. He knows the stress and pressure it can bring. He was also surrounded by those who were falling to sin. He saw what sin was doing to His creation. And yet He had compassion on them. What better example than the woman caught in adultery? Where the law stated that the punishment was death, and not just any death, but by stoning her to death. What did Jesus, the Son of God do after everyone else left? He forgave her and encouraged her.


10 When Jesus had lifted up himself, and saw none but the woman, he said unto her, Woman, where are those thine accusers? hath no man condemned thee? 11 She said, No man, Lord. And Jesus said unto her, Neither do I condemn thee: go, and sin no more. (John 8:10-11)
When I hear of a brother or sister falling away because they truly feel they’ve done too much, that God couldn’t really forgive them – not this time, I think about David who was called God’s friend. A Righteous man in God’s eyes. And yet he fell just about as far as a person can fall.
 1 And it came to pass, after the year was expired, at the time when kings go forth to battle, that David sent Joab, and his servants with him, and all Israel; and they destroyed the children of Ammon, and besieged Rabbah. But David tarried still at Jerusalem. 2 And it came to pass in an eveningtide, that David arose from off his bed, and walked upon the roof of the king's house: and from the roof he saw a woman washing herself; and the woman was very beautiful to look upon. 3 And David sent and inquired after the woman. And one said, Is not this Bath-sheba, the daughter of Eliam, the wife of Uriah the Hittite? 4 And David sent messengers, and took her; and she came in unto him, and he lay with her; for she was purified from her uncleanness: and she returned unto her house. (II Samuel 11:1-4)

 

David found that there are consequences to sin.

 

5 And the woman conceived, and sent and told David, and said, I am with child. (II Samuel 11:5)

 

Once David saw that his sin would soon be discovered, he tried to hide his sin. He tried to cover it up so no one would ever see it.

 
6 And David sent to Joab, saying, Send me Uriah the Hittite. And Joab sent Uriah to David. 7 And when Uriah was come unto him, David demanded of him how Joab did, and how the people did, and how the war prospered. 8 And David said to Uriah, Go down to thy house, and wash thy feet. And Uriah departed out of the king's house, and there followed him a mess of meat from the king. (II Samuel 11:6-8)

 

And just like when we try to hide our sins - our best laid plans can and will backfire.

 
9 But Uriah slept at the door of the king's house with all the servants of his lord, and went not down to his house. (II Samuel 11:9)

 

David had called Uriah from the battle under the guise of wanting to know how the battle went. Let's review what's happened so far.

 

· It was the time that all kings went to war - notice it DIDN'T say sent there troops to war.

· But David stayed home.

· David went out onto his roof and saw a woman bathing.

· David committed adultery Twice – Once in his heart and once, physically, with Bathsheba
· Bathsheba became pregnant because of this sin.

· David called her husband, Uriah, home to give an account of the war - He could have called anyone.

· And finally David sent Uriah home to eat a good meal, and sleep in his own bed with his own wife.

 

This isn't something that just happened - he planned it. He figured if Uriah would come home from war he'd want to lay with his wife. And when he did, David's problem would be over. His sin would be hidden from everyone. 
But it didn't work out that way. David's well laid plan didn't work. And David wants to know why. 

 

10 And when they had told David, saying, Uriah went not down unto his house, David said unto Uriah, Camest thou not from thy journey? why then didst thou not go down unto thine house? 11 And Uriah said unto David, The ark, and Israel, and Judah, abide in tents; and my lord Joab, and the servants of my lord, are encamped in the open fields; shall I then go into mine house, to eat and to drink, and to lie with my wife? as thou livest, and as thy soul liveth, I will not do this thing. (II Samuel 11:10 - 11)

 

How can a king argue with logic and dedication like that? David decides to play the same scenario again, only this time with a small twist. Get Uriah drunk so he won't be in his right mind. THEN Uriah will go and lay with his wife. That would work, right?

 

12 And David said to Uriah, Tarry here today also, and tomorrow I will let thee depart. So Uriah abode in Jerusalem that day, and the morrow. 13 And when David had called him, he did eat and drink before him; and he made him drunk: and at even he went out to lie on his bed with the servants of his lord, but went not down to his house. (II Samuel 11:12-13)

 

His diabolical plan failed again. So now it's time to take a more drastic measure. He would have Uriah killed, but make it look like an accident – simply put, he would have Uriah murdered and that would be end of that. No one would ever be the wiser. 

14 And it came to pass in the morning, that David wrote a letter to Joab, and sent it by the hand of Uriah. 15 And he wrote in the letter, saying, Set ye Uriah in the forefront of the hottest battle, and retire ye from him, that he may be smitten, and die. (II Samuel 11:14-15)

 

Finally, a plan that worked, now who would ever know?

 

16 And it came to pass, when Joab observed the city, that he assigned Uriah unto a place where he knew that valiant men were. 17 And the men of the city went out, and fought with Joab: and there fell some of the people of the servants of David; and Uriah the Hittite died also. 18 Then Joab sent and told David all the things concerning the war; (II Samuel 11:16-18)

 
Now David would play the good and loving king. He would allow Bathsheba to mourn her dead husband and then bring her to his house to make her a wife and provide for her. 

26 And when the wife of Uriah heard that Uriah her husband was dead, she mourned for her husband. 27 And when the mourning was past, David sent and fetched her to his house, and she became his wife, and bore him a son. But the thing that David had done displeased the LORD. (II Samuel 11:26-27)

 

Now his secret was safe. The problem – Uriah – was out of the way. He married Bath-sheba – so no one would ever hear of the adultery. All loose ends were tied up… except.

But what about those messengers that brought Bath-sheba to the palace? The ones who knew what had transpired? David was chosen by God to lead God’s people righteously. What message did David send to those around him – those who knew what he had done? Wouldn’t this bring shame to the house of Israel, God’s chosen people? And if word got out to non-Israelites, what would they say about God and His people? 

So God was going to put it right back in David's face. Let him know that he didn't get away with anything, it wasn’t hidden, and that people DID know. He was going to let David know that He was displeased with David. God sent Nathan the prophet to put it to David. 

 

1 And the LORD sent Nathan unto David. And he came unto him, and said unto him, There were two men in one city; the one rich, and the other poor. 2 The rich man had exceeding many flocks and herds: 3 But the poor man had nothing, save one little ewe lamb, which he had bought and nourished up: and it grew up together with him, and with his children; it did eat of his own meat, and drank of his own cup, and lay in his bosom, and was unto him as a daughter. 4 And there came a traveler unto the rich man, and he spared to take of his own flock and of his own herd, to dress for the wayfaring man that was come unto him; but took the poor man's lamb, and dressed it for the man that was come to him. (II Samuel 12:1-4)

 

Now the way Nathan described David's sin, David didn't immediately recognize what was really being said. So when David heard this story, he was very angry. He wanted the man killed. But first this evil rich man must pay restitution. There would be dire consequences for this evil man’s actions!
 5 And David's anger was greatly kindled against the man; and he said to Nathan, As the LORD liveth, the man that hath done this thing shall surely die: 6 And he shall restore the lamb fourfold, because he did this thing, and because he had no pity. (II Samuel 12:5-6)

 

It is here that David is shown the whole truth of the matter.

 

7 And Nathan said to David, Thou art the man. Thus saith the LORD God of Israel, I anointed thee king over Israel, and I delivered thee out of the hand of Saul; (II Samuel 12:7)

 

So now that he knows his sin was discovered, he hears God's righteous punishment. David would be shown that sin has consequences. Not just the consequence of being discovered, but that sometimes those consequences can be quite harsh. 
 

10 Now therefore the sword shall never depart from thine house; because thou hast despised me, and hast taken the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be thy wife. 11 Thus saith the LORD, Behold, I will raise up evil against thee out of thine own house, and I will take thy wives before thine eyes, and give them unto thy neighbor, and he shall lie with thy wives in the sight of this sun. 12 For thou didst it secretly: but I will do this thing before all Israel, and before the sun. (II Samuel 12:10-12)

 
But we see God's gracious hand when we do confess our sins and repent of them - even after the consequence of that sin is shown.

 
13 And David said unto Nathan, I have sinned against the LORD. And Nathan said unto David, The LORD also hath put away thy sin; thou shalt not die. (II Samuel 12:13)

As the story ends we find that there are more consequences. And that sometimes those consequences are, quite literally, a life and death consequence. The child will die, and David has to live with that. He had become an adulterer and a murderer. And he hurt. He hurt with the knowledge that his sin would cost him a child’s life – his own son. He hurt because of his lust and the consequences of what would be happening to his family. But he also hurt because of the sins he had committed against God. His sins caused him so much grief we can see that not only was he afraid he had crossed the line of sin too far, he also feared God would take the Holy Spirit from him. In Psalms 51 we can see David's repentant heart. How he wanted to renew his faith to God. His resolution to God, if you would. 
 

10 Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a right spirit within me. 11 Cast me not away from thy presence; and take not thy holy spirit from me. 12 Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation; and uphold me with thy free spirit. 13 Then will I teach transgressors thy ways; and sinners shall be converted unto thee. (Psalms 51:10-13)

 

It is at the point that we confess and repent that God forgives us.

9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. (I John 1:9)
Can we, as Christians, set a resolution to serve God? Regardless if we've fallen or not? According to Romans 12 it is not only possible but should be something we do continuously.

1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. 2 And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God. (Romans 12:1-2)

 

Paul is talking to the Christians in Rome. He's reminding them how they should live. He's reminding them, throughout the book of Romans, of the resolution they conveyed towards God. He's reminding them to resolve to keep that resolution, by renewing their minds to God.

 

Not the renewed mind we had at our baptism. But the renewing of our mind - something that is constantly happening – that helps transform us into the Christians God wants us to be.
 

There may be those who feel like they've crossed the line of sin to far, or that they have crossed that line too many times - and yet we see that God is there to forgive us. All we have to do, like David did, is repent.

 

18  Who is a God like unto thee, that pardoneth iniquity, and passeth by the transgression of the remnant of his heritage? he retaineth not his anger forever, because he delighteth in mercy. 19  He will turn again, he will have compassion upon us; he will subdue our iniquities; and thou wilt cast all their sins into the depths of the sea. (Micah 7:18-19)

 

God can and will forgive us of our sins. This is His promise. We have to confess our sins and repent of them. This means to turn away from them. To try our very best to never commit those sins - or any sin - ever again.

 

Will we succeed in never sinning again? No, and as long as we truly repent and ask His forgiveness, He never quits forgiving. It is a continual thing. Not something that we did once and it never happens again.

 
It is this renewing our of minds - our Christian Resolution - that keeps us close to Him. For if we are truly seeking His will we will not only find His will, but we will find peace with Him.
1 Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ: 2 By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God. (Romans 5:1-2)
15 And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to the which also ye are called in one body; and be ye thankful. 16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord. 17 And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by him. (Colossians 3:15-17)

I believe that no matter how far we’ve wandered off the path, as long as we’ve not committed apostasy, that there is not only hope but forgiveness waiting for us. That, although God is a God of many emotions – anger, jealousy, and sorrow to mention a few – He is a God of Love who doesn’t want ANYONE to perish. He wants everyone to have that better hope of heaven. To live with Him forever.
9  The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance. (II Peter 3:9)

Knowing this, shouldn’t we be renewing our minds daily to Him? To get to know Him and His will? To set our Christian Resolution to serve Him? If you need help renewing your life to Him, if you need to put Christ on in baptism, if we can pray with you or help you in any way, please come right now as we all stand and sing...
