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I have been addressing Socially Acceptable Sins. Sins that society either glosses over, celebrates as at least acceptable or in some cases even preferable to what the Bible says. We’ve covered hate, and greed so far. Tonight I want to talk about the socially acceptable sin of lying. Lying has become a very common occurrence in our society – and in the world at large. I remember when a person’s word was their bond. A time that if I said I would do something it was assumed it would be done, but today people question your word if it’s not in writing. There is no trusting a person’s word until they’ve proven themselves, and even then there is caution.
For example, how many of us expect to be lied to in certain circumstances?

By Salesmen? By certain friends? By our children? By our loved ones? By politicians? I’m sure many of us have heard the old joke “how you can tell if a politician is lying. Their lips are moving.” Sadly, there is more truth to that joke, than humor.
In a survey on honesty back in 2004 people were asked some of the following questions or similar ones:

Do you cheat on your Income Tax Return?

Do you compliment people when you really don’t mean it?

Do you tell your spouse or children to tell callers you are not at home when you are there?

Do you tell creditors that the “check is in the mail” when you have not yet mailed it?

Do you exaggerate in repeating things you have heard?

Do you tell “little white lies” if it will keep you out of trouble?
Do you tell “Little white lies” to keep from hurting people’s feelings?
The survey determined that 90% of Americans are not truthful under certain circumstances.

If almost everyone is regularly engaged in some form of dishonesty, then what is the big deal?

Let’s look at a few ways people lie:
Telling a child that a pet ran away instead of saying it died.

Telling a friend or relative that their choice in clothes “is them” or looks great – when the truth is you find the clothes hideous.

Laughing at jokes you really don’t find humorous – so as not to offend.

Telling someone you sympathize with them, when you really don’t.

There are a lot of ways people lie. And they have really good ways to justify the lies too. But does being able to justify the lie make it right? Is this how we, as Christians, should be? If we’re willing to lie in little things, will we really not lie in larger things?

Let’s begin with the definition of the word “lie:”

1. To present false information with the intention of deceiving. 

2. To convey a false image or impression.
All communication is the attempt to convey a message of some kind.

When we communicate in such a way as to knowingly convey false images or incorrect impressions, we lie. And if we make a habit of lying, then we become liars. 

The key to understanding what constitutes a lie is found in the idea of being deceitful. 
There are many ways of being deceitful – we’re going to look at 4 of them tonight:
1. “Stretching the Truth”

a. Making things sound better or worse than they really are
i. News – sometimes there’s a bigger build up to a story for ratings and viewership

b. Fish stories
i. How big was that fish – really?
c. Stretching the truth is deceitful because it is an effort to impress someone. 
d. It is an appeal to our ego.
e. It’s pride
2. “Half-Truths”

a. Shrinking the truth.
i. Diminish the truth so as to not put it as very important

1. Bill Clinton – Everyone does it

2. Nazi War Criminals – I was just doing my job/following orders
b. Leaving out important details that would change someone’s understanding of the situation.
i. Kids and Bicylces – need for helmets – 10,000 vs How many millions of kids are there
ii. Guns vs Cars – 25,000 2007 – 42,636 2007
c. Abraham and Sarah
i. She’s my sister
Genesis 12:10-13
10 And there was a famine in the land: and Abram went down into Egypt to sojourn there; for the famine was grievous in the land. 

11 And it came to pass, when he was come near to enter into Egypt, that he said unto Sarai his wife, Behold now, I know that thou art a fair woman to look upon: 

12 Therefore it shall come to pass, when the Egyptians shall see thee, that they shall say, This is his wife: and they will kill me, but they will save thee alive. 

13 Say, I pray thee, thou art my sister: that it may be well with me for thy sake; and my soul shall live because of thee. 

a. Sarah was his sister. That part of the story was true. 

b. Leaving out the part about her being his wife was deceitful.

c. Abram rationalized doing something evil

d. “and my soul shall live because of thee.”
e. Had not God already promised him that things would go well?

f. “A half truth is a whole lie.”
3. “Little White Lies”

g. Changing, adding or omitting details that are “unimportant” to the overall accuracy of the story.

h. What about “Sunday lies.” Saying things are fine when really things are not.
i. Santa Clause, the Easter Bunny, the Tooth Fairy

j. After all –who is this really going to hurt – right?

i. Story of Matt telling some kid about Santa Claus
4. “False Measurements”
a. Lying to get ahead in business.

b. Being deceitful to gain money.

Proverbs 11:1

”A false balance is an abomination to the Lord, but a just weight is His delight.”
Proverbs 20:14 (NIV)
"It's no good, it's no good!" says the buyer; then off he goes and boasts about his purchase.
Why People Lie?

1. Fear

a. Fear of the consequences 

i. Isn’t this why Abraham lied about Sarah?
ii. Isn’t this why Peter lied about being a disciple?
Matthew 26:69-74 

69 Now Peter sat without in the palace: and a damsel came unto him, saying, Thou also wast with Jesus of Galilee. 

70 But he denied before them all, saying, I know not what thou sayest. 

71 And when he was gone out into the porch, another maid saw him, and said unto them that were there, This fellow was also with Jesus of Nazareth. 

72 And again he denied with an oath, I do not know the man. 

73 And after a while came unto him they that stood by, and said to Peter, Surely thou also art one of them; for thy speech bewrayeth thee. 

74 Then began he to curse and to swear, saying, I know not the man. And immediately the cock crew.
2. Pride

a. We are worried about what others think of us.

b. Ananias and Sapphira
Acts 5:1-4  
1But a certain man named Ananias, with Sapphira his wife, sold a possession, 

2  And kept back part of the price, his wife also being privy to it, and brought a certain part, and laid it at the apostles' feet. 

But Peter said, Ananias, why hath Satan filled thine heart to lie to the Holy Ghost, and to keep back part of the price of the land? 

4  Whiles it remained, was it not thine own? and after it was sold, was it not in thine own power? why hast thou conceived this thing in thine heart? thou hast not lied unto men, but unto God. 
c. By lying we can save ourselves the embarrassment of people knowing that we have faults.

d. We can make ourselves feel more important.

e. We can take credit for someone else’s work.

f. “Embellishing our resume.”
i. One resume site found that over 500,000 people “beefed up” their resume.
g. One five year old gave this definition for what happens when two people go on a date: “A date is when two people tell lies about themselves to one another to try and get the other one to go on another date with them.”

The Cure for Lying
1. Understand how God feels about lying

Proverbs 6:16-19

16 These six things doth the LORD hate: yea, seven are an abomination unto him: 

17 A proud look, a lying tongue, and hands that shed innocent blood, 

18 An heart that deviseth wicked imaginations, feet that be swift in running to mischief, 

19 A false witness that speaketh lies, and he that soweth discord among brethren. 

Proverbs 12:22 Lying lips are abomination to the LORD: but they that deal truly are his delight.
Psalms 52:1-5  
1 To the chief Musician, Maschil, A Psalm of David, when Doeg the Edomite came and told Saul, and said unto him, David is come to the house of Ahimelech. Why boastest thou thyself in mischief, O mighty man? the goodness of God endureth continually. 

2  Thy tongue deviseth mischiefs; like a sharp razor, working deceitfully. 

3  Thou lovest evil more than good; and lying rather than to speak righteousness. Selah. 

4  Thou lovest all devouring words, O thou deceitful tongue. 

5  God shall likewise destroy thee for ever, he shall take thee away, and pluck thee out of thy dwelling place, and root thee out of the land of the living. Selah.
Jonah 2:8  
They that observe lying vanities forsake their own mercy.

2. Understand what it is we are doing when we lie

Isaiah 59:12-13
12 For our transgressions are multiplied before thee, and our sins testify against us: for our transgressions are with us; and as for our iniquities, we know them; 

13 In transgressing and lying against the LORD, and departing away from our God, speaking oppression and revolt, conceiving and uttering from the heart words of falsehood. 
3. Hate lying

Proverbs 13:5 
A righteous man hateth lying: but a wicked man is loathsome, and cometh to shame.
4. Become a lover of the truth
a. Put truth ahead of self
Ephesians 4:25  

Wherefore putting away lying, speak every man truth with his neighbour: for we are members one of another. 

b. This will take care of the pride motive for telling lies

Zechariah 8:16-17

16 These are the things that ye shall do; Speak ye every man the truth to his neighbour; execute the judgment of truth and peace in your gates: 

17 And let none of you imagine evil in your hearts against his neighbour; and love no false oath: for all these are things that I hate, saith the LORD. 
Ephesians 4:25
25 Wherefore putting away lying, speak every man truth with his neighbour: for we are members one of another.
5. Trust God

a. This will take care of the fear motive for telling lies.

Proverbs 3:5-7
5 Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding. 

6 In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths. 

7 Be not wise in thine own eyes: fear the LORD, and depart from evil. 
6. Remember the golden rule

Matthew 7:12 
Therefore all things whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do ye even so to them: for this is the law and the prophets. 
7. Understand the consequences of lying.
a. “A liar is not believed even when telling the truth.”
i. “He who tells a lie is forced to invent twenty more to maintain it.”

ii. A reputation is developed as being a liar.
iii. The little boy who cried wolf.

Numbers 14:18 
The LORD is longsuffering, and of great mercy, forgiving iniquity and transgression, and by no means clearing the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth generation. 

iv. Would you do business with the son of a man who you knew to be a liar?

b. God’s wrath toward the liar

Psalm 5:6 (NIV)
You destroy those who tell lies; bloodthirsty and deceitful men the LORD abhors. 
Psalm 101:7
He that worketh deceit shall not dwell within my house: he that telleth lies shall not tarry in my sight.
Revelation 21:8
But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second death.
Conclusion:
Lying is the first sin recorded in the Bible.
Satan lied to Eve in order to convince her to eat from the tree.

John 8:44

Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of it. 

If we embrace the truth in any and every circumstance, then we embrace God. If we embrace a lie, no matter how small or seemingly harmless or innocent, then we embrace Satan and all that he stands for. 


It is not to late for any of us. Satan will try to convince us otherwise, but remember he is the father of all lies. Look at how Israel treated God:

Psalms 78:34-39

34 When he slew them, then they sought him: and they returned and enquired early after God. 

35 And they remembered that God was their rock, and the high God their redeemer. 

36 Nevertheless they did flatter him with their mouth, and they lied unto him with their tongues. 

37 For their heart was not right with him, neither were they stedfast in his covenant.

Now look at God’s mercy towards them: 

38 But he, being full of compassion, forgave their iniquity, and destroyed them not: yea, many a time turned he his anger away, and did not stir up all his wrath. 

39 For he remembered that they were but flesh; a wind that passeth away, and cometh not again. 

Remember our God is slow to anger and full of mercy:
Joel 2:12-13

12 Therefore also now, saith the LORD, turn ye even to me with all your heart, and with fasting, and with weeping, and with mourning: 

13  And rend your heart, and not your garments, and turn unto the LORD your God: for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and of great kindness, and repenteth him of the evil. 

Psalms 145:8  
The LORD is gracious, and full of compassion; slow to anger, and of great mercy. 

Nehemiah 9:16-17
16  But they and our fathers dealt proudly, and hardened their necks, and hearkened not to thy commandments, 

17  And refused to obey, neither were mindful of thy wonders that thou didst among them; but hardened their necks, and in their rebellion appointed a captain to return to their bondage: but thou art a God ready to pardon, gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and of great kindness, and forsookest them not. 
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