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Not too long ago as I looked at my kids, I noticed how much they had grown up. And I started reflecting on how much I've missed.

 

I spent too much time working to really notice them growing up. I spent too much time trying to please a boss, and not enough time playing with my kids while they were children.

 

I've spent more time working and trying to relieve the stress all that working had done that my children grew up and I never even noticed.

 

This is time that is lost. Gone forever. I can never get it back, no matter how hard I want to. 

 

And this saddens me. 

 

How much sadder would it be for us, who call ourselves Christians, to look back at all the time we spent doing other things instead of studying His word?
2 Timothy 2:15 tells us:

Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. (2 Timothy 2:15)

 

How much time do we spend on OTHER things? 
How much time do we spend on our computers? 

How much time do we spend on watching/playing sports? 

How much time do we spend on exercising? 

How much time do we spend on watching television? 

How much time do we spend on work, even when we are home? 

How much time do we spend on playing games? 

 

How much time should we be spending in His word?

 

Growing up my parents would always tell me to study for whatever exam was coming up - and yet they didn't teach me what studying meant. They made the assumption that I knew how.

 

After my baptism I was told I needed to study the Bible. That I needed to get grounded in it. But no one took the time to see what I thought "studying" meant.

 

Nobody asked me if I was learning anything. All they did was ask me if I had any questions.

 

But does it mean I was studying if I had questions or not? I have heard some say that studying should generate questions. And it should, but how do I know I am studying correctly? 

 

For some studying is reading something a few times, and they can grasp at least SOME concept of what is being taught.

 

Others study by memorizing what they are reading and try to recall it later.

 

But I know that if I read something MANY times, at best I will be able to quote something of what I've read.

 

So then, did I study? Me personally? No.

 

I may have gained the knowledge of what the words say, but I do not always grasp what the words MEAN. And, for me at least, this is the key part of studying.

 

The dictionary defines studying as:

The application of the mind to the acquisition of knowledge, by reading, investigation, or reflection 

 

Or my favorite:

A personal effort to gain knowledge

 

If someone were to walk up to us on the street - and we had nothing with us:

No Cell Phone

No PDA

No Bible

No fellow Christian

How would we answer the following questions?

 

1. Why aren't we, as Christians, politically correct?
2. Why is homosexuality wrong?
3. Why is fornication wrong?
4. Why can't someone get to heaven via Buda, Wicca, or other non-Christian belief?
5. Can’t I just say the "sinners prayer"?
6. Can you PROVE baptism is necessary for salvation?
 

Could we answer these types of questions using JUST our knowledge of the scriptures? Remember, we don’t have anything with us.

 

Here is where having read something many times would come in handy, because we have a better chance of remembering what we've read.

 

But could we definitively show, with scriptures, these things? Could we give more than just a rudimentary answer or two to each one?

 

Although this scenario has never happened to me, that is not to say it can't or won't!

 

So why should I study the Bible? To be ready for a similar scenario? Yes, but we should for much more.

 

Study to show thyself approved unto God...(2 Timothy 2:15)

 

I believe that to truly study there needs to be three things present.

1. A true desire
The desire to get more than what the words are saying, but to get what the author is saying. To get the real meat - we have to WANT to study the subject - otherwise why are we trying to learn?

1. A mentor 
The mentor is there to help over the extremely hard parts - where the best meat is

1. A goal
What are we trying to attain?

 

1. Desire 

 

We are TOLD to study.

 

Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. (2 Timothy 2:15)

 

11 Let us labor therefore to enter into that rest, lest any man fall after the same example of unbelief. 12 For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. (Hebrews 4:11-12)
 

This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day and night, that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is written therein: for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success. (Joshua 1:8)

 

2 But his delight is in the law of the LORD; and in his law doth he meditate day and night. 3 And he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his season; his leaf also shall not wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper. (Psalms 1:2-3)

 

6 When I remember thee upon my bed, and meditate on thee in the night watches. 7 Because thou hast been my help, therefore in the shadow of thy wings will I rejoice. (Psalms 63:6-7)
 

11 I will remember the works of the LORD: surely I will remember thy wonders of old. 12 I will meditate also of all thy work, and talk of thy doings. (Psalms 77:11-12)
 

10 With my whole heart have I sought thee: O let me not wander from thy commandments. 11 Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee. (Psalms 119:10-11)
 

15 I will meditate in thy precepts, and have respect unto thy ways. 16 I will delight myself in thy statutes: I will not forget thy word. (Psalms 119:15-16)

 

Princes also did sit and speak against me: but thy servant did meditate in thy statute (Psalms 119:23)

 

The heart of the righteous studieth to answer: (Proverbs 15:28)

Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your calling and election sure: for if ye do these things, ye shall never fall: (2 Peter 1:10)

 

15 Moreover I will endeavor that ye may be able after my decease to have these things always in remembrance. 16 For we have not followed cunningly devised fables, when we made known unto you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses of his majesty. (2Peter 1:15-16)

 

10 And the brethren immediately sent away Paul and Silas by night unto Berea: who coming thither went into the synagogue of the Jews. 11 These were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all readiness of mind, and searched the Scriptures daily, whether those things were so. (Acts 17:10-11)
 

For I delight in the law of God after the inward man: (Romans 7:22)

 

We should WANT to do it - we should DESIRE to study His word because we love Him.

 

And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not (Galatians 6:9)
But ye, brethren, be not weary in well doing. (2 Thessalonians 3:13)

 

And studying God’s Word is definitely doing good. Anytime we do God’s will, we are doing good. We study to show ourselves approved by God. 

 

1. Mentor
As a Christian, we have an advantage. God’s Holy Spirit guides us.

 

Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. (Acts 2:38)

 

26 Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we know not what we should pray for as we ought: but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered. 27 And he that searcheth the hearts knoweth what is the mind of the Spirit, because he maketh intercession for the saints according to the will of God. (Romans 8:26-27)

 

19 But when they deliver you up, take no thought how or what ye shall speak: for it shall be given you in that same hour what ye shall speak. 20 For it is not ye that speak, but the Spirit of your Father which speaketh in you. (Matthew 10:19-20)

 

For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit. (1 Corinthians 12:13)

 

The Spirit is there to help us, in all things. 

Study

Prayer

Living

 

1. Goal
Our goal should be to please God.

 

...show thyself approved unto God… (2 Timothy 2:15)

 

Furthermore then we beseech you, brethren, and exhort you by the Lord Jesus, that as ye have received of us how ye ought to walk and to please God, so ye would abound more and more. (I Thessalonians 4:1)

 

And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God. (Romans 12:2)

 

Wherefore be ye not unwise, but understanding what the will of the Lord is. (Ephesians 5:17)

 

That ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, being fruitful in every good work, and increasing in the knowledge of God; (Colossians 1:10)

 

We pray to know What to study, for the Knowledge of what the text means, and the Wisdom to know WHEN and HOW to apply it to our lives.

 

Knowing all of this, though, still doesn't answer the question - HOW do we study.

 

My favorite way of studying, which gains me the most knowledge is like reading the instructions for shampooing.

Pray

Read

Meditate

Repeat

 

As God see's us ready, He opens us up to deeper depths of His Word. We start seeing things we hadn't seen before. We start experiencing a closer relationship with Him. But we have to GET INTO the Word if we are to be fed BY the word. Having someone else read the scripture to us and tell us what they've been opened to may be good, but we really don't really gain all we COULD gain if we were actively in the Word ourselves.

 

Remember, as we are studying, if we aren't grasping the greater meaning as some people around us may, it may not mean we're not studying hard enough or long enough. Maybe we haven't meditated enough on it. Maybe it is that we are just not spending the QUALITY time we need to in the Word. Or maybe if we are still not getting anything out of the Word, or if we are barely getting anything out of it, if what it means isn't clear to us, then maybe we are not READY to understand it.
 

When we are studying we can't allow ourselves to be distracted with outside interferences:

Work

School

Family

Stress

Too Tired

Sports

Television

Exercise

Books

Computers

Games

Vacation

Homework

And the list goes on.

 

When we are studying the Word we must be totally focused on the Word.

I'm not saying that ANY of these are wrong, but when we allow anything to interfere with our studying they become stumbling blocks. 

 

At times, I'm guilty of several of these, and that doesn't make it right. I know that I could and should, spend at least 1 hour a day studying His Word.

 

Now we know WHY we should study, and HOW we should study. But why DON'T we study?

 

There are times when we CAN'T study:

Work

We are to provide for our families.

 

For even when we were with you, this we commanded you, that if any would not work, neither should he eat. (2 Thessalonians 3:10)

 

11 And that ye study to be quiet, and to do your own business, and to work with your own hands, as we commanded you; 12 That ye may walk honestly toward them that are without, and that ye may have lack of nothing. (1 Thessalonians 4:11-12)

 

In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto the ground; for out of it wast thou taken: for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return. (Genesis 3:19)

 

School

We are to study to know HOW to provide for our families

 

46 And it came to pass, that after three days they found him in the temple, sitting in the midst of the doctors, both hearing them, and asking them questions. 47 And all that heard him were astonished at his understanding and answers. 48 And when they saw him, they were amazed: and his mother said unto him, Son, why hast thou thus dealt with us? behold, thy father and I have sought thee sorrowing. 49 And he said unto them, How is it that ye sought me? wist ye not that I must be about my Father's business? (Luke 2:46-49)
 

And going on from thence, he saw other two brethren, James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother, in a ship with Zebedee their father, mending their nets; and he called them. (Matthew 4:21)

 

Family

We need family time also.

 

Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not depart from it. (Proverbs 22:6)

 

... but as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD. (Joshua 24:15)

  

So how are some of the ways I could spend more quality time in the Word?

 

· Shut off the television at least 1 hour before going to bed
· Unless I am using the Bible on my computer, turn it off well in advance so that I not even tempted
· Get my exercise in earlier in the evening
· If I am working from home, leave enough time for God
· Take my Bible with me on vacation – and use it!
 

Who can understand?

So does all this stuff about studying ONLY apply to Christians? Are  the only ones who can read and understand the Bible? The answer will depend on how much “meat” you are talking about. A non-Christian can read and understand many basic things. We see proof of this understanding when we deal with those who would challenge our hope and faith. But they will never get the true meat that is found only with God’s grace.

 

Also, consider someone who is thinking about becoming a Christian; don’t they need some basic understanding of His Word? 

 

For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. (Hebrews 4:12)

 

Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter and to the rest of the apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we do? (Acts 2:37)

 

Didn't the men and women in Jerusalem have to have some understanding that what was being said was the truth? That what they had done was crucify the Messiah whom they had been waiting on?

 

Conclusion:

There are plenty of ways we can make time for God other than Sundays and Wednesdays. He made time for us - on the cross.  Can't we make just a little more time for Him? Shouldn't we at least try?

 
The lesson is yours. If we can do anything for you, if you need to be baptized for the forgiveness of your sins, please come while we all stand and sing...
