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Warriors for Christ

Jesus Christ is our King. 
1) Towns People:

We know we want to be more
We study
We start to see what being a Christian really IS about.
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But some of us start to fall back into the world. 
We start to wonder if we really SHOULD keep going. 
Look at the children of Israel. 
After being freed from slavery by the Egyptians, at the first sign of trouble, what do they do?
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11 And they said unto Moses, Because there were no graves in Egypt, hast thou taken us away to die in the wilderness? wherefore hast thou dealt thus with us, to carry us forth out of Egypt? 
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12 Is not this the word that we did tell thee in Egypt, saying, Let us alone, that we may serve the Egyptians? For it had been better for us to serve the Egyptians, than that we should die in the wilderness. (Exodus 14:11-12)
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 Where was their faith that God could save them? 
Didn't God part the sea? 
Didn't they walk over on dry land? 
It was not evident that they could or would be saved, they moaned and groaned to Moses.

Warriors for Christ

What about in Exodus 15?

for he hath triumphed gloriously (vs 1)

The LORD is my strength and song (vs 2)

he is become my salvation: he is my God (vs 2)

Thy right hand, O LORD, is become glorious in power (vs 6)
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with the blast of thy nostrils the waters were gathered together, the floods stood upright as a heap, and the depths were congealed in the heart of the sea. (vs 8)

Who is like unto thee, O LORD (vs 11) 

glorious in holiness, fearful in praises, doing wonders? (vs 11) 
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They acknowledge that God and God alone saved them. 

At the first sign of discomfort they complain instead of having faith:

And the people murmured against Moses, saying, What shall we drink? (Exodus 15:24)
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11 Who is like unto thee, O LORD, among the gods? who is like thee, glorious in holiness, fearful in praises, doing wonders? (Exodus 15:11)

13 Thou in thy mercy hast led forth the people which thou hast redeemed: thou hast guided them in thy strength unto thy holy habitation. (Exodus 15:13)
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Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord. (Colossians 3:16)
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We must remember that our fight is NOT against flesh and blood.

For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places. (Ephesians 6:12)
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 We cannot let these things weigh us down.
We will start to lose our faith. 
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Soldiers:

We need to remember that part of our responsibility is to help those who are struggling. 
To help Towns People reach the state of soldier.  

But exhort one another daily, while it is called Today; lest any of you be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin. (Hebrews 3:13)
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Wherefore comfort yourselves together, and edify one another, even as also ye do. (1 Thessalonians 5:11)
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13 For, brethren, ye have been called unto liberty; only use not liberty for an occasion to the flesh, but by love serve one another. 14 For all the law is fulfilled in one word, even in this; Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. (Galatians 5:13-14)
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 We should ALWAYS be cognizant of what we are doing
ask ourselves “Would this cause someone to stumble”? 
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Even if we feel it is ok, we should be very wary of what we do.

Should I go into that place?

Should I watch this movie or show?

Should I be telling or listening to this joke?

Should I be going to that party?

Should I be speeding?
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9 But take heed lest by any means this liberty of yours become a stumblingblock to them that are weak. 10 For if any man see thee which hast knowledge sit at meat in the idol's temple, shall not the conscience of him which is weak be emboldened to eat those things which are offered to idols; 
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11 And through thy knowledge shall the weak brother perish, for whom Christ died? 12 But when ye sin so against the brethren, and wound their weak conscience, ye sin against Christ. 13 Wherefore, if meat make my brother to offend, I will eat no flesh while the world standeth, lest I make my brother to offend. (1 Corinthians 8:9-13)
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We are also supposed to be there for other soldiers. We are to encourage Warriors to keep fighting the good fight. 
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12 And we beseech you, brethren, to know them which labor among you, and are over you in the Lord, and admonish you; 13 And to esteem them very highly in love for their work's sake. And be at peace among yourselves. (1 Thessalonians 5:12-13)
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Remember that we are all human. 
We all sin. 

We must NEVER forget that we too need help. We must always be looking at our armor
Make sure it shines with the brilliance of God.
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11 Put on the whole armor of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. 12 For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places. 
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13 Wherefore take unto you the whole armor of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. 14 Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, and having on the breastplate of righteousness; 
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15 And your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace; 16 Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked. 17 And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God: 
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18 Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all saints; (Ephesians 6:11-18)
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12 The night is far spent, the day is at hand: let us therefore cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on the armor of light. 13 Let us walk honestly, as in the day; not in rioting and drunkenness, not in chambering and wantonness, not in strife and envying. 
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14 But put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not provision for the flesh, to fulfill the lusts thereof. (Romans 13:12-14)
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3 For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war after the flesh: 4 (For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strongholds;) 
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5 Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ; 6 And having in a readiness to revenge all disobedience, when your obedience is fulfilled. (2 Corinthians 10:3-6)
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But let us, who are of the day, be sober, putting on the breastplate of faith and love; and for a helmet, the hope of salvation. (1 Thessalonians 5:8)

 We must never complain about what we are called to do. 
We must never hesitate when we know it is His will. 
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If it causes us to be uncomfortable… 
so be it. 
Is being a soldier really enough? 
Christianity is an uphill battle
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How many of us need to get back to the word? 
Back to where we should be? 
We cannot obtain the next phase by being in neutral.
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Warriors:

These men and women do not complain about what they have been called to do. 
“If it is the Lord’s will it will be done”
Warriors for Christ

Things I see in these warriors:

They love everyone, even when it hurts.
They do not try to do evil to anyone

They always encourage

They give spiritual council and guidance
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They love the work they are doing

They willingly pick up the gauntlets laid down at their feet without concern over their comfort
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15 See that none render evil for evil unto any man; but ever follow that which is good, both among yourselves, and to all men. 16 Rejoice evermore. 17 Pray without ceasing. 18 In every thing give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you. 
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19 Quench not the Spirit. 20 Despise not prophesyings. 21 Prove all things; hold fast that which is good. 22 Abstain from all appearance of evil. 23 And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray God your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. (1 Thessalonians 5: 15-23)
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God calls each of us to different fields. 
He calls us where HE knows we can be of the best use to do more for the cause of Christ.

11 And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; 
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12 For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ: (Ephesians 4:11-12)

 What is important is that when a gauntlet is laid down at our feet, we do not hesitate to pick it up. 
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That we ask God to guide us through this challenge. That we do not think about our comfort or what it may cost us. 
We must remember that God will see us through this.
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There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it. (1 Corinthians 10:13)
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