During the We Care campaign when we knocked on one door a young woman with a small child answered the door. After we introduced ourselves she told us her story. 

Her, her mother and her Grandmother all went to the same denominational church and had for years and years. She had accepted Jesus in her heart and said what has become known as 'The Sinners' prayers. She was a good person and felt she was going to heaven - nothing doubting.

 

We then handed her a We Care Bible and started going through a Bible study with her. She read the verses while we read the questions. 

 

It was very easy to see that she was getting emotional during this, and when we were close to being finished she made a comment I will never forget.

 

Here was this woman who had gone to church most of her life - if not all of it - had read a lot of the Bible, and her tearful comment was - I've never heard this before. Why?

 

Why indeed - why would anyone leave out any part of the plan of salvation?

 

When we were finished we asked her what she was waiting for.

 

Her answer tore my heart - She said "I can't. It would disappoint my mother and grandmother."

 

She not only saw the cross, but she came face to face with the cross, and for fear of disappointing her family, she ran from the cross.

 

All we could do is plant the seed and pray for godly rain and sunshine. I still think about that visit and pray she will read that little Bible and someday run to the cross. 
 

I've been where she was at - and I dare say we ALL have been there at one point in our lives - where we've had to make a choice. Run from or run to the cross.

 

This isn’t something new. People have been looking at this choice for millennia but sadly way too many choose to run from the cross.

 

Some of the reasons could be:

Afraid of the change it might mean

Afraid of giving up position and title

Afraid of giving up family and friends

Afraid of giving up wealth

Just to name a few.

 

Running TO the cross does mean change. It DOES mean we will have to give something up. We have to quit serving ourselves and serve a higher purpose.

 

Running FROM the cross means we knowingly and willing choose the path of destruction - and that is a terribly sad thing.

 

In Jesus' day the Scribes and Pharisees ran from the cross almost daily.

 

Jesus, speaking about the Scribes and Pharisees says this:

 

5 But all their works they do for to be seen of men: they make broad their phylacteries, and enlarge the borders of their garments, 

6 And love the uppermost rooms at feasts, and the chief seats in the synagogues, 

7 And greetings in the markets, and to be called of men, Rabbi, Rabbi. (Matthew 23:5-7)

 

And 

 

46 Beware of the scribes, which desire to walk in long robes, and love greetings in the markets, and the highest seats in the synagogues, and the chief rooms at feasts; 

47 Which devour widows' houses, and for a shew make long prayers: the same shall receive greater damnation. (Luke 20:46-47)

 

We all know about the scribes and the Pharisees. These religious leaders were more interested in the religion of themselves than they were concerning the spiritual well being of those whom they were supposed to watch over. They were more afraid of losing their positions and titles than they were of understanding the Word of God. They had the knowledge of the Word, but either didn’t have or didn’t care to have the WISDOM or UNDERSTANDING of the Word. So they taught the Word through man-made understanding. From a point of what would keep them in power.
If anyone stood between them and their self-perceived importance they would plot the interloper’s death. 

Let me ask you something - If you knew beyond a shadow of a doubt that someone was waiting here, at this building, for you to show up, and if you did they would:

Arrest you

Hold a kangaroo court

Have you brutally tortured to where you were almost dead

Then took you out back and killed you painfully and slowly

Would you have shown up tonight?

 

Or would you have either stayed home, or left town?

 

On this day, some 2000 years ago – on what has become known as Palm Sunday - the day Jesus rode into Jerusalem - Jesus knew that He had about a week to live. And yet He still chose to ride in. His love for us was greater than any fear His flesh might have had. And in doing so brought glory to God.
Matthew tells us in chapter 21:

 

6 And the disciples went, and did as Jesus commanded them, 

7 And brought the ass, and the colt, and put on them their clothes, and they set him thereon. 

8 And a very great multitude spread their garments in the way; others cut down branches from the trees, and strawed them in the way. 

9 And the multitudes that went before, and that followed, cried, saying, Hosanna to the Son of David: Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord; Hosanna in the highest. 

10 And when he was come into Jerusalem, all the city was moved, saying, Who is this? 

11 And the multitude said, This is Jesus the prophet of Nazareth of Galilee. (Matthew 21:6-11)

 

And in Luke 19:
 

35 And they brought him to Jesus: and they cast their garments upon the colt, and they set Jesus thereon. 

36 And as he went, they spread their clothes in the way. 

37 And when he was come nigh, even now at the descent of the mount of Olives, the whole multitude of the disciples began to rejoice and praise God with a loud voice for all the mighty works that they had seen; 

38 Saying, Blessed be the King that cometh in the name of the Lord: peace in heaven, and glory in the highest. (Luke 19:35-38)

 

At one point, the scribes and Pharisees were so upset at the people shouting praises to God they wanted Jesus to silence His followers.

 

39 And some of the Pharisees from among the multitude said unto him, Master, rebuke thy disciples. 

40 And he answered and said unto them, I tell you that, if these should hold their peace, the stones would immediately cry out. (Luke 19:39-40)

 

Jesus' reply was a shock, I'm sure. Notice He didn't say He wouldn't stop them, but what would happen if He did.

 

Here was a meek and humble man who was heralded in at His birth with a choir of angels, now being heralded into Jerusalem with loud voices praising God.

 

And yet with all of this, knowing he had about a week to live, He rode in. Knowing exactly what would happen, how long it would last, how horrific and painful it would be, and what agony His final hours on this earth would be before He died, He ran to the cross. He knew that if He ran from the cross, we would have no hope. And He came to give hope and salvation, not run away from it. Think about that! Many of us have a good idea of how painful death and torture can be, but He KNEW to the Nth degree, exactly how long and painful it would be. And yet He STILL chose to die for us.
 

About a week later, after all the torture, humiliation and agony He had endured so far, the Romans forced Him to carry His own cross. 

 

16 Then delivered he him therefore unto them to be crucified. And they took Jesus, and led him away. 

17 And he bearing his cross went forth into a place called the place of a skull, which is called in the Hebrew Golgotha: (John 19:16-17)

 

And when His human body finally failed Him, the Romans dragged someone else into this scene of brutality, Simon of Cyrene - which is in Northern Libya. That's a long way to come. Looking at the time of year it was, I would guess he had brought his family to Jerusalem for the Passover feast. 

 

Here he is, a visitor to Jerusalem and he is being forced to play a part in this brutal, blood scene.

 

32 And as they came out, they found a man of Cyrene, Simon by name: him they compelled to bear his cross. (Matthew 27:32)

 

21 And they compel one Simon a Cyrenian, who passed by, coming out of the country, the father of Alexander and Rufus, to bear his cross. (Mark 15:21)

 

26 And as they led him away, they laid hold upon one Simon, a Cyrenian, coming out of the country, and on him they laid the cross, that he might bear it after Jesus. (Luke 23:26)

 

If you look at how the Romans treated Jewish people, this would not have been considered an honor - being forced to help a criminal, sentenced to death, carry his cross. In my mind's eye I see Simon trying to fight and get away - anything so as not to be associated with this criminal being led away. Who would want to do business with someone associated with a condemned criminal sentenced to death? Who would want to have them in their home? 
 

But later, I can see him looking back and feeling blessed to have been able to help our Savior with this task.

 

Simon, in his haste to not be associated with Jesus, tried to run from the cross - but was compelled to come to it. We don't know a lot about this Simon other than he has two sons and he's from Libya. Why is he in Jerusalem? The Bible doesn't say. We could make an educated guess - it's about the time of the Passover, and he's here with some - if not all of his family. It might be safe to assume that he is in Jerusalem to celebrate the Passover - but that would be all it would be - an educated guess. The Bible doesn't say. What it does say in Mark 15:21 is that Simon is the father of Alexander and Rufus - he is identifying two men to the people this letter was written, as if the both Mark and the recipients of this gospel knew who these two men were.

 

In Romans, Paul says this:

13 Salute Rufus chosen in the Lord, and his mother and mine. (Romans 16:13)

 

Although it is not stated as such, many Bible scholars agree that this Rufus was probably the same one to whom Mark refers to.

 

We don't know if Simon ran from the cross as soon as he was finished with his task. He may have been there until the very end. I would like to think so, but we don't know.

 

What we do know is that he was forced to play a part in our Savior's death.

 

Sometimes life hits people so hard they feel they have nothing left to give, and no where else to turn. Sometimes they don't know how it happened or why they were chosen to play a part in the scene they find themselves in. And it is at those times many turn to the cross. 

 

But how many people go back to their old life once life gets better? How many make it a life changing event, and how many run from the cross as soon as things start getting better? Don’t they still need God? Or is God just a temporary shelter from the storm?

 

When we run from the cross we are really running from Jesus, and no matter how hard or how far we run - when we stop and turn around, we find Him right behind us. Standing there waiting for us to run into His outstretched arms.

5 … for he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee. (Hebrews 13:5)
20 … and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen. (Matthew 28:20)
People run from Jesus for many reasons. Not all are lost, many are Christians who have lost their focus, and have turned their focus back on themselves and on the world. And so they start running again, away from Jesus as fast and as hard as they can. And when they trip and fall, they never pay attention to the One who has helped them back up. All they know is that they were down, and then they are back up and running. 

4 What man of you, having an hundred sheep, if he lose one of them, doth not leave the ninety and nine in the wilderness, and go after that which is lost, until he find it? (Luke 15:4)
 

When they turn to see how far they are from Him, they see that He's always right there. Right behind them, waiting. He's never left, He's never given up, or gotten too tired to stay right there, waiting for us. He's already done all the work, taken all the punishment, paid the full price. Many of those who are running will stop and turn. When we DO finally stop running we find Him welcoming us back home, not condemning us, as man would, but forgiving.

5 And when he hath found it, he layeth it on his shoulders, rejoicing.
6 And when he cometh home, he calleth together his friends and neighbours, saying unto them, Rejoice with me; for I have found my sheep which was lost. 

7 I say unto you, that likewise joy shall be in heaven over one sinner that repenteth, more than over ninety and nine just persons, which need no repentance. (Luke 15:5 – 7)
But what about those who think that they are really running to God when in fact they are running away?

 

1 And Saul, yet breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord, went unto the high priest, 

2 And desired of him letters to Damascus to the synagogues, that if he found any of this way, whether they were men or women, he might bring them bound unto Jerusalem. (Acts 9:1-2)

 

What happens when these people come face to face with the cross? 
3 And as he journeyed, he came near Damascus: and suddenly there shined round about him a light from heaven: 

4 And he fell to the earth, and heard a voice saying unto him, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me? (Acts 9:3-4)

 

Saul discovered what the truth was, and - like the lady we met during We Care - knew the truth when he heard it and saw it. And he had a choice to make.

 

5 And he said, Who art thou, Lord? And the Lord said, I am Jesus whom thou persecutest: it is hard for thee to kick against the pricks. (Acts 9:5)

 

Everyone will come face to face with Jesus at some point – either in this life or the next.

10 That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth; (Philippians 2:10)
11 For it is written, As I live, saith the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall confess to God. (Romans 14:11)
When we meet Jesus face to face there is no justification of what we believed - it doesn't matter what our parents or grandparents believe - if it's not what the Bible teaches. When we have a choice to make we will either run from the cross, or to it.

 

If you're tired of running from the cross, we are here to help you. If you need to be baptized, or just need to come back to Jesus. He's waiting right here, where He's always been. Please come while we all stand and sing.
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