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This is the last in my Socially Acceptable Sins sermons. Sins that society either glosses over, celebrates as acceptable, or in some cases even prefer over what the Bible says. We’ve covered hate, greed, and lying and tonight we will look at the sin of cussing.
I remember when there was no foul language on the television, in the movies, or on radio. Has that ever changed. Today we hear almost anything profane being uttered on television and the radio. It is perfectly OK to curse using God’s name, or say certain words – to ensure that the point is driven in, and to see if the public is too offended.  Don’t even get me started about movies.

All of this just to “push the envelope” and see what Hollywood can get away with. 

So what makes a word a cuss word, or a curse word? 

To Cuss means to curse or curse at.

To Curse means to use a profane or obscene expression usually of surprise or anger;

Profane (foul language) means: 
1) Marked by contempt or irreverence for what is sacred. 

2) Vulgar; coarse.


And Obscene means

1) Offensive to accepted standards of decency or modesty.

2) Inciting lustful feelings; lewd.

3) Repulsive; disgusting

So we can easily make the case that when one is cussing, they are being vulgar, offensive, repulsive, disgusting and lewd inciting lustful feelings.

Now it is true that many obscene things are no longer that offensive to today’s standards – according to society.

Pornography is generally accepted by many as normal..

(Ex-coworker and girlfriend)

So – with cussing becoming more and more acceptable in society, does it meet the criteria for being considered wrong – in today’s world?

Here’s what the State of South Carolina had to say about public cussing – whether in writing or just talking:

A Bill introduced in the State Senate on January 13, 2009


TO AMEND THE CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, BY ADDING SECTION 16-15-370 SO AS TO MAKE IT UNLAWFUL TO COMMUNICATE PROFANITY IN A PUBLIC FORUM OR PLACE OF PUBLIC ACCOMMODATION; BY ADDING SECTION 16-15-430 SO AS TO CREATE THE OFFENSE OF DISSEMINATING PROFANITY TO A MINOR AND PROVIDE A PENALTY FOR THE OFFENSE; TO AMEND SECTION 16-15-305, RELATING TO DISSEMINATING OBSCENITY, SO AS TO SPECIFY BOTH ORAL AND WRITTEN PUBLICATIONS; AND TO AMEND SECTION 16-15-375, RELATING TO DEFINITIONS FOR PURPOSES OF MORALITY AND DECENCY OFFENSES AGAINST MINORS, SO AS TO INCLUDE THE OFFENSE OF DISSEMINATING PROFANITY TO A MINOR. 

It seems that they are taking a small stand against public cussing – if there are minors around. But I guess it’s OK if we are consenting adults?

It’s offensive to many, even though it seems like more and more people are using this kind of language.
It is still lewd, and crude. 

It is still repulsive and disgusting.

It is still vulgar and coarse.

So does it meet the criteria? In today’s world?

Here’s what one author wrote – He calls cussing “Dirt Talk”:

1) Talking dirt doesn't make me sound potent, or edgy. 

2) What I look like is lazy. I also look panicky, and backward, pretty much lacking any resources for managing things I don't like. 

3) Cussing is so easy that no one can admire its originality, and no one can really believe that its author has anything new to say.

4) It doesn't terrify anybody either.

5) It doesn't alarm anyone any more than a surly drunk does, or a mouthy school kid.

6) Even mouthy school kids don't really admire dirt-talk. 

7) Nobody bases his life on the teachings of a night club comedian.

8) Statistically, the people who cuss the worst are also the least successful in dealing with the complexities and subtleties of life. 

9) Cussing is mean. Contempt is what drives it.

So does the Bible say anything about such language?  Should we, as those who profess to be Christians, use such language? Or is this more a matter of personal conviction as well?

Ephesians 4:29 (King James Version)
29 Let no corrupt communication proceed out of your mouth, but that which is good to the use of edifying, that it may minister grace unto the hearers.

Ephesians 4:29 (New International Version)
29 Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for building others up according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen.

1 Peter 3:10 (King James Version)
10 For he that will love life, and see good days, let him refrain his tongue from evil, and his lips that they speak no guile:

James 3:9-12 (King James Version)
9 Therewith bless we God, even the Father; and therewith curse we men, which are made after the similitude of God. 
10 Out of the same mouth proceedeth blessing and cursing. My brethren, these things ought not so to be. 
11 Doth a fountain send forth at the same place sweet water and bitter? 
12 Can the fig tree, my brethren, bear olive berries? either a vine, figs? so can no fountain both yield salt water and fresh.

James is very clear on the way a Christian’s language should not be.
James 3:5-8 (King James Version)
5 Even so the tongue is a little member, and boasteth great things. Behold, how great a matter a little fire kindleth! 
6 And the tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity: so is the tongue among our members, that it defileth the whole body, and setteth on fire the course of nature; and it is set on fire of hell. 
7 For every kind of beasts, and of birds, and of serpents, and of things in the sea, is tamed, and hath been tamed of mankind: 
8 But the tongue can no man tame; it is an unruly evil, full of deadly poison. 

We should never use our tongues to tear people down verbally or try to destroy or desecrate them with words – which is what cussing does to the dignity of people, in general.

So what did Jesus have to say about the tongue?

Luke 6:45 (King James Version)
45 A good man out of the good treasure of his heart bringeth forth that which is good; and an evil man out of the evil treasure of his heart bringeth forth that which is evil: for of the abundance of the heart his mouth speaketh.

If what comes out of our mouths is lewd, repulsive and disgusting – what does Jesus say about the condition of our hearts?
 
So then, why is it a sin to cuss / swear / curse? 
Romans 7:22 (King James Version)
22 For I delight in the law of God after the inward man:

Sin is a condition of the heart, the mind, and “the inner man”, which is manifested in our thoughts, actions and words. When we swear and curse, we are giving evidence of the polluting sin in our hearts that must be confessed and repented of. 
Paul said that we should get rid of filthy communication.

Colossians 3:8 (King James Version)
8 But now ye also put off all these; anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy communication out of your mouth. (Colossians 3:8)
When we use the coarse language of the world that seems to be acceptable by many brothers and sisters, our words get tainted with that speech. It doesn’t matter how great our thoughts are, many people start disregarding the entire speech because of the language. Many will filter it all out, not just the foul language.
When someone breaks out the four letters words, no one is really impressed. No one stops and says – WOW! Fantastic vocabulary – other than sarcastically.

I heard someone once tell another person who was cussing up a storm that if the only way they could express themselves was through the fluid use of four letter words, they should stop right there. They were just embarrassing themselves.
Instead of trying to impress the world with our knowledge of Dirt Talk, maybe we should, instead, stun them with talking like Jesus did. 

Titus was told to do everything with gravity and sincerity, not using talk that would condemn him.

Titus 2:6-8

6 Young men likewise exhort to be sober minded. 
7 In all things shewing thyself a pattern of good works: in doctrine shewing uncorruptness, gravity, sincerity, 
8 Sound speech, that cannot be condemned; that he that is of the contrary part may be ashamed, having no evil thing to say of you. 

Timothy was told to stand out, be an example, and to watch what he says.

1 Timothy 4:12 (King James Version)

12 Let no man despise thy youth; but be thou an example of the believers, in word, in conversation, in charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity

"Words Mean Things" 

Every word we use has some meaning and some purpose. And we will give an account of every idle word we use. It’s our words that will either justify or condemn us:
Matthew 12:37-37 (King James Version)

36 But I say unto you, That every idle word that men shall speak, they shall give account thereof in the day of judgment. 

37 For by thy words thou shalt be justified, and by thy words thou shalt be condemned. 


How many of us really and truly believe that Jesus would have used this kind of language if this were the popular language of the world? 

How many of us would use this kind of language in front of Jesus?

Jesus is Omnipresent – so when we cuss, we are cussing in from of Him

We need to always remember that world knows how a Christian should act, and talk. So when we are caught cussing, swearing, using "off-color" speech, or profanity, this brings harm to the cause of Christ. 

Look at Jesus. Not one person he worked with can truthfully say they have heard him cuss. 

Jesus tells us it’s our words that defiles us:
Matthew 15:11 (King James Version)

11 "Not that which goeth into the mouth defileth a man; but that which cometh out of the mouth, this defileth a man."
Matthew 15:17-20(King James Version) 
17 "Do not ye yet understand, that whatsoever entereth in at the mouth goeth into the belly, and is cast out into the draught?
18 But those things which proceed out of the mouth come forth from the heart; and they defile the man.
19 For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, blasphemies:
20 These are the things which defile a man: but to eat with unwashen hands defileth not a man."
We need to put off the old man of sin and corruption and put on the new man for righteousness and holiness.

Ephesians 4:22-29 (King James Version)

22 That ye put off concerning the former conversation the old man, which is corrupt according to the deceitful lusts; 

23 And be renewed in the spirit of your mind; 

24 And that ye put on the new man, which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness. 

25 Wherefore putting away lying, speak every man truth with his neighbour: for we are members one of another. 

26 Be ye angry, and sin not: let not the sun go down upon your wrath: 

27 Neither give place to the devil. 

28 Let him that stole steal no more: but rather let him labour, working with his hands the thing which is good, that he may have to give to him that needeth. 

29 Let no corrupt communication proceed out of your mouth, but that which is good to the use of edifying, that it may minister grace unto the hearers.

What about those who use terms like “OMG”, "My God" or anything similarly when speaking? In nearly all cases this is taking the Lord's name in vain. To profane God's name or take it in vain is to merely use His name lightly or inappropriately.
These people are not praying to God or using His name in an honorable way, but only using it as a "by-word." They could just as easily say "My word" or "Goodness" or any other verbiage to express the same sentiment, but neither is this scriptural. One is not to swear by his word, soul, person or anything else.
Matthew 5:33-37 (King James Version)

33 Again, ye have heard that it hath been said by them of old time, Thou shalt not forswear thyself, but shalt perform unto the Lord thine oaths: 

34 But I say unto you, Swear not at all; neither by heaven; for it is God's throne: 

35 Nor by the earth; for it is his footstool: neither by Jerusalem; for it is the city of the great King. 

36 Neither shalt thou swear by thy head, because thou canst not make one hair white or black. 

37 But let your communication be, Yea, yea; Nay, nay: for whatsoever is more than these cometh of evil.


And some will use exchanged words – instead of actually saying a cuss word, they will simply replace it with a more “friendly”, “cleaner” version. If all we are doing is replacing a cuss word for another, aren’t we still cussing in our hearts? Isn’t the curse word what we really wanted to say instead? I’m not saying that every time someone says something that they are really cussing in their hearts. Only you and God know what you meant.

Today’s society, just like society back in Isaiah’s time, are truly fulfilling the Words of our Lord:

Isaiah 5:20-25 (King James Version)

20 Woe unto them that call evil good, and good evil; that put darkness for light, and light for darkness; that put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter! 

21 Woe unto them that are wise in their own eyes, and prudent in their own sight! 

22 Woe unto them that are mighty to drink wine, and men of strength to mingle strong drink: 

23 Which justify the wicked for reward, and take away the righteousness of the righteous from him! 

24 Therefore as the fire devoureth the stubble, and the flame consumeth the chaff, so their root shall be as rottenness, and their blossom shall go up as dust: because they have cast away the law of the LORD of hosts, and despised the word of the Holy One of Israel. 
And what is God’s attitude towards these kinds of people?

25 Therefore is the anger of the LORD kindled against his people, and he hath stretched forth his hand against them, and hath smitten them: and the hills did tremble, and their carcases were torn in the midst of the streets. For all this his anger is not turned away, but his hand is stretched out still. 

A prime example of this Satan inspired reversal of truth today is that it is "politically" and "socially acceptable" for the "hero" of a movie or television show to routinely cuss, swear, and even take the Lord's name in vain, while it is rarely, if ever correct for a hero to use a "racial epithet, " "ethnic slur, " or "sexual orientation" remark. Only the "bad guy" can stoop to such a low level. The lesson in today's society is that it is perfectly acceptable to swear with vulgar oaths and blaspheme the God of heaven, but it is never acceptable to use any word that might hurt "your fellow man". 
This is not only true for celebrities but for politicians and business as well. A politician may be overheard cursing and using our Lord’s name in vain during an election campaign and it will be laughed off, but if one slipped and said a racial slur or a comment about one’s sexual preferences in any context then he would be severely ostracized and likely cast aside.

Among the "religious" one will hear references to "God" regularly. They will say "God this" and "God that." They will "pray to God, " invoke God's blessing, thank "God" for various things, tell people they "need God" in their life. We see a lot of this from athletes, singers and others. The problem is one doesn't know who or what they are talking about. Who is this god of the media, sports stars, and politicians? This generic god can be anything from nature, self, even Satan. They don’t truly identify WHO this god is. Look at this example – btw this actually happened.

A Christian author was asked to speak at a convention, in which he spoke about God a lot. At the end several young men came up to him and thanked him for praising God over and over. And told him he would make a great Muslim. It was after this he made a commitment to make sure that he used the name Jesus as often as he could. Why? He wanted people to be sure of who he was speaking of.


Much the same can be said about the term "Christian." The word "Christian" today usually has little to do with Christ or the Bible. To many of the people of the world when they hear the word they think of the pope, the Roman Catholic Church, and America. 

Many Americans consider themselves Christians – and some of those people have never even opened a Bible, or heard the gospel message. So what makes them “Christian”? Because they live in a so-called Christian country? Because they act good? Or possibly because their parents’ called themselves Christians. 

Look around you. Homosexual acceptance is being pushed on every front, sexual immorality, lying, and stealing is at an all time high. Would Jesus call this country a “Christian” country today?
Christian means Christ Like. When our lives and our language do not resemble Christ, how can we say that we are Christians? If we use language that the world would say is not something a “Real Christian” would use, what are we saying about “Real Christians”, Christ, the church and our lives?
We are called to stand out, be different, be strange – not to be like everyone else. Nt to look for acceptance of the world.
1 Peter 2:9  But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light:
We are called to be IN the world, not OF the world.

15My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you protect them from the evil one. 
16They are not of the world, even as I am not of it.(John 17:15-16)

Titus 2:14  Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works.
We are called to be HOLY, not use unholy language.
1 Peter 1:15 But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation; 

So how are we to answer questions an accusations when we speak?
Matthew 5:37:  "But let your communication be, Yea, yea; Nay, nay: for whatsoever is more than these cometh of evil."
Psalm 19:14: "Let the words of my mouth, and the meditation of my heart, be acceptable in thy sight, O LORD, my strength, and my redeemer."
{Gay Christian Quote}

Brothers and sisters, what is our greatness need? To fit in with society and the sins they proclaim as the “norm”? Or Pleasing the Father of our Lord Jesus? There are many Christians who hold to the thought that God understands, this is 2010 and it’s a new world. They think we have to be like the world for the world to hear us. But God says differently.
Malachi 3:6  For I am the LORD, I change not…
These are socially acceptable sins, not God acceptable sins.

Remember the Laodiceans in Rev. 3? They were neither Hot nor Cold for God. They thought they were rich, but God said they were spiritually poor.  

We cannot do both. We are at war and the lines have been drawn. There is no fence to sit on waiting to see which side will win. We are either for God or we are against God. When we go before God to answer Him for every idle word, thought and deed – what excuse will we try to use to justify our actions and words? That was how the world was? I’ll say it again – we are at war, and the lines have been drawn. We should not get as close to those lines as possible to see what’s on the other side – we already know fro we came out from the other side. We should not try to play both sides because that’s what seems comfortable to us. It’s what gets us ahead in this world. We do NOT want to be like the Laodiceans. I know we live in a difficult time, that the economy is still pretty bad – but is our jobs and our lives worth the cost we pay when we commit socially acceptable sins? Will God – who does not change – give us a pass because times are different? If we are guilty of committing socially acceptable sins then we need to stop and check our moral compasses. We need to get our hearts right with God.
1 John 1:9 tells us that if we confess our sins He WILL forgive us. 

If we can help you with anything – please come while we stand and sing.
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