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We've all heard stories that, when we first hear them, sound so real, so convincing, that we know they just HAVE to be real. Many, if not all of us have been taken in by these types of stories. Sadly, even the most touching stories are not necessarily true. So much goes on across email with these kinds of stories that there is a website dedicated to determining if those stories are real or not. We have a place we can go and research whether or not a story is in fact true or not, no matter how real it sounds. And many of these stories turn out to be just that – stories. Sometimes we hear these types of stories so often we start to become desensitized to them, so much in fact that we may even start feeling callous over stories similar to those, regardless if they are real or not.
 

Growing up in one of the denominations, I remember a sermon where the speaker was telling us what Heaven and Hell was going to be like.

 

He said that Heaven was a place where we would all sit around and sing praises to God for eternity. And Hell was a place where you would get to fulfill all of your fleshly lusts, over and over again, without ever satisfying any of them.

 

I have never been able to find any scripture that defines hell as he did. I have not been able to find anything close to what he describes.

 

I have heard people say that if all they're going to do is sing, they would much rather be in Hell with all of their friends, that way they would party for eternity.

But if people are preaching Heaven and Hell as this preacher did, I can see where they would think it's going to be a party.

 

The sad part is, a lot of people don't really believe Heaven and Hell are real places. I've heard others say that Heaven and Hell are here on earth, and it's all in what we make of it -as to whether it's Heaven or it's Hell.

 

I used to say that if people would read what the Bible says they would see what Heaven and Hell will really be like - but then I realized that most of the people who don't believe are people who either don't believe in the Bible, or they've had it with so-called Christians. You know the ones. The people who seem to be happy, talk about all they're doing for God, and then turn around and spit venom at someone for not believing what they believe. For cursing them out - quite literally.

 

Some Eastern religions, such as Buddhism don't believe in a real after-life. Some of these teach that Hell is either a state of conscience, or that it is a temporary holding place for those who have committed evil. Once they have atoned, they can be reincarnated. Then, depending on how they've lived their lives, they will come back as something else.

 

Muslims believe in some sort of Heaven and Hell similar to Judaism and Christianity. But both Heaven and Hell are split into many different levels, depending on the actions perpetuated in life, They believe that Jesus was a prophet who was taken back into heaven prior to being crucified.

Mormons believe that Heaven and Hell exist, but that Hell is a temporary punishment until Judgment, and that after judgment you will go to one of three kingdoms of heaven.  They believe that after death, those in paradise will preach to those in hell, or Spirit Prison- as they call it. Those in this Spirit Prison can still confess their sins and accept the gospel. They can be baptized by proxy in a LDS temple.

Is it any wonder why Islam and Mormonism are two of the faster growing religions in America today?
To a Christian, Heaven and Hell should be REAL places. And yet, a lot of our children today don't REALLY believe in Heaven and Hell. They believe in some kind of Heaven and Hell concept, but the fact that Hell is a real and miserable place and that Heaven is a restful, peaceful place just isn't that real to them. They get bombarded at school, at work, and at play from those kids growing up in these other religions. And those other kids have absolutely no problem preaching their own gospel. Is it any wonder that our children are confused? Especially when so many of our children don’t come home and ask us questions?
If we are to have the world look at us and see the truth, we must make sure that our children, grand children, and great grand children all KNOW that Heaven is real and Hell is real. That one is good and the other indescribably bad. They must be able to see that the Bible is more than just a book end, or a nice, decorative item on the coffee table.
 

They must see, through us, that the Bible is real, and that it is what guides our lives.

So with that, let's see what the Bible says about Heaven and Hell.

 

In Luke 16 we find the story of the rich man and Lazarus. I’m not sure if anyone knows for sure if Jesus is speaking another parable or is talking of an occurrence that has already taken place.  I personally believe that this is, in fact, a real story that had already taken place. What we can take from this Bible story, whether parable or real, is that Hell is not described as a place where one would want to be. 

Luke 16:19-24

Luke 16:19  There was a certain rich man, which was clothed in purple and fine linen, and fared sumptuously every day: 

Luke 16:20  And there was a certain beggar named Lazarus, which was laid at his gate, full of sores, 

Luke 16:21  And desiring to be fed with the crumbs which fell from the rich man's table: moreover the dogs came and licked his sores. 

Luke 16:22  And it came to pass, that the beggar died, and was carried by the angels into Abraham's bosom: the rich man also died, and was buried; 

Luke 16:23  And in hell he lifted up his eyes, being in torments, and seeth Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom. 
Luke 16:24  And he cried and said, Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus, that he may dip the tip of his finger in water, and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this flame. 

 
The rich man looked up from hell and asked Abraham to send Lazarus to give him just a drop of water. He was tormented in fire.

 

And yet we see Lazarus resting after his terrible life in this world. The world will be tormented for eternity, while faithful Christians will be given rest.

 

Luke 16:25  But Abraham said, Son, remember that thou in thy lifetime receivedst thy good things, and likewise Lazarus evil things: but now he is comforted, and thou art tormented. 

 

No one can cross the vast gulf between heaven and hell. Even if we wanted to go and help someone we knew and possibly loved, we can't.

 

Luke 16:26  And beside all this, between us and you there is a great gulf fixed: so that they which would pass from hence to you cannot; neither can they pass to us, that would come from thence. 

I know may believe that this is just a parable, and yet many believe it is a story of real people that has already taken place. I believe a parable is a story that parallels something real. And I know of people out there teaching that this is just a parable and therefore, in their thinking, it is simply just a story with a meaning, similar to a Dr. Seuss or Grimm’s Fairy Tale story. Some will go into trying to show what they claim everyone else has missed for over 2000 years. They will try to show that because God hates torture, He won’t torture anyone in Hell or any other place.  That the imagery is simply used to scare people. They will say that Jesus had to die so no one else has to. My question is this – if there really is no hell, and everyone is going to heaven – why did Jesus say that there was a hell and that not everyone will get into heaven?  For that matter, why did Jesus say He was only taking the one thief on the cross to paradise? Why not say “today both of you will be with me in paradise”?
 

The truth is that, in the end, Jesus will separate out His true followers from all those who thought that Heaven and Hell was what we made it on earth. He will separate us out from all the false Christians, and those who thought they were saved by means other than what the Bible says.
 

Matthew 25:31-33

Matthew 25:31  When the Son of man shall come in his glory, and all the holy angels with him, then shall he sit upon the throne of his glory: 

Matthew 25:32  And before him shall be gathered all nations: and he shall separate them one from another, as a shepherd divideth his sheep from the goats: 

Matthew 25:33  And he shall set the sheep on his right hand, but the goats on the left. 

 

And to those who have been separated from His true followers, nothing but misery is prepared for them.

 

Matthew 25:41  Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels: 

 

To be thrown into everlasting fire is to be forever burning, forever thirsty, forever in pain and anguish. It's not going to be the party so many are looking forward to.

 

Matthew 25:46  And these shall go away into everlasting punishment: but the righteous into life eternal. 

 

No one will be able to argue their way in, nor will they be able to show what a great life they've lived so they will be able to justify themselves. God knows who is and isn't His. And He will utterly clean house. There will not be any grey areas to try and hide behind.

 

Matthew 3:12  Whose fan is in his hand, and he will throughly purge his floor, and gather his wheat into the garner; but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire. 

 

No where is Hell described as a party. No where does it say it will be a joyous occasion to see old friends. It's says that there will be suffering, pain, agony.

 
Matthew 13:49-50

Matthew 13:49  So shall it be at the end of the world: the angels shall come forth, and sever the wicked from among the just, 

Matthew 13:50  And shall cast them into the furnace of fire: there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth. 

 

How sad it will be to those who think they will enter, but will be thrust aside - and many will think they will enter, even though they won't.

Luke 13:24-28

Luke 13:24  Strive to enter in at the strait gate: for many, I say unto you, will seek to enter in, and shall not be able. 

Luke 13:25  When once the master of the house is risen up, and hath shut to the door, and ye begin to stand without, and to knock at the door, saying, Lord, Lord, open unto us; and he shall answer and say unto you, I know you not whence ye are: 

Luke 13:26  Then shall ye begin to say, We have eaten and drunk in thy presence, and thou hast taught in our streets. 

Luke 13:27  But he shall say, I tell you, I know you not whence ye are; depart from me, all ye workers of iniquity. 

Luke 13:28  There shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth, when ye shall see Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, and all the prophets, in the kingdom of God, and you yourselves thrust out. 

 Matthew 7:21-23

Matthew at 7:21  Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven. 

Matthew 7:22  Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? 

Matthew 7:23  And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity. 

 

Can we know who will not make it into Heaven?
Revelation 21:8  But the fearful, and unbelieving, and abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second death. 

 

Romans 2:8-9
Romans 2:8  But unto them that are contentious, and do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness, indignation and wrath, 

Romans 2:9  Tribulation and anguish, upon every soul of man that doeth evil, of the Jew first, and also of the Gentile; 

1 Corinthians 6:9-10 

1 Corinthians 6:9  Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Be not deceived: neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with mankind, 

1 Corinthians 6:10  Nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of God. 

 

Galatians 5:21  Envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like: of the which I tell you before, as I have also told you in time past, that they which do such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God. 

 

Ephesians 5:3-6

Ephesians 5:3  But fornication, and all uncleanness, or covetousness, let it not be once named among you, as becometh saints; 

Ephesians 5:4  Neither filthiness, nor foolish talking, nor jesting, which are not convenient: but rather giving of thanks. 

Ephesians 5:5  For this ye know, that no whoremonger, nor unclean person, nor covetous man, who is an idolater, hath any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God. 

Ephesians 5:6  Let no man deceive you with vain words: for because of these things cometh the wrath of God upon the children of disobedience. 

 

God doesn't want excuses, and He won't accept them.

 
Matthew 25:24-30

Matthew 25:24  Then he which had received the one talent came and said, Lord, I knew thee that thou art a hard man, reaping where thou hast not sown, and gathering where thou hast not strewed: 

Matthew 25:25  And I was afraid, and went and hid thy talent in the earth: lo, there thou hast that is thine. 

Matthew 25:26  His lord answered and said unto him, Thou wicked and slothful servant, thou knewest that I reap where I sowed not, and gather where I have not strewed: 

Matthew 25:27  Thou oughtest therefore to have put my money to the exchangers, and then at my coming I should have received mine own with usury. 

Matthew 25:28  Take therefore the talent from him, and give it unto him which hath ten talents. 

Matthew at 25:29  For unto everyone that hath shall be given, and he shall have abundance: but from him that hath not shall be taken away even that which he hath. 

Matthew 25:30  And cast ye the unprofitable servant into outer darkness: there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

 

How sad to be so close to the light, but then cast out not to see the light – forever.
 

Revelation 20:15  And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire. 

 We've focused mainly on Hell, so now let's look at Heaven. 
When I start thinking of Heaven, I can't help but go back to that thief on the cross.

 

Luke 23:40-43

Luke 23:40  But the other answering rebuked him, saying, Dost not thou fear God, seeing thou art in the same condemnation? 

Luke 23:41  And we indeed justly; for we receive the due reward of our deeds: but this man hath done nothing amiss. 

Luke 23:42  And he said unto Jesus, Lord, remember me when thou comest into thy kingdom. 

Luke 23:43  And Jesus said unto him, Verily I say unto thee, Today shalt thou be with me in paradise. 

 

 I can only imagine how that thief felt. Knowing what he deserved, and expected to get it, to be forgiven - just like that - and be given a place in Heaven. 

 

God wants us to get there. He doesn't give us more than we can handle. He knows who can handle a lot, and who can handle a little. And He rewards us all on the same standards.

 

Matthew 25:20-23

Matthew 25:20  And so he that had received five talents came and brought other five talents, saying, Lord, thou deliveredst unto me five talents: behold, I have gained beside them five talents more. 

Matthew 25:21  His lord said unto him, Well done, thou good and faithful servant: thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord. 

Matthew 25:22  He also that had received two talents came and said, Lord, thou deliveredst unto me two talents: behold, I have gained two other talents beside them. 

Matthew 25:23  His lord said unto him, Well done, good and faithful servant; thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord. 

 

God has prepared us a place.

Matthew 25:34  Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand, Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world: 

John 14:2-3

John 14:2  In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. 

John 14:3  And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also. 

 

So who can make it to Heaven?

 

Revelation 21:7  He that overcometh shall inherit all things; and I will be his God, and he shall be my son. 

Matthew 19:29  And every one that hath forsaken houses, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for my name's sake, shall receive a hundredfold, and shall inherit everlasting life. 

 

Knowing what the reward is, what is Heaven?

Revelation 21:3-5

Revelation 21:3  And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, and be their God. 

Revelation 21:4  And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are passed away. 

Revelation 21:5  And he that sat upon the throne said, Behold, I make all things new. And he said unto me, Write: for these words are true and faithful. 

 

Revelation 21:22-27

Revelation 21:22  And I saw no temple therein: for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are the temple of it. 

Revelation 21:23  And the city had no need of the sun, neither of the moon, to shine in it: for the glory of God did lighten it, and the Lamb is the light thereof. 

Revelation 21:24  And the nations of them which are saved shall walk in the light of it: and the kings of the earth do bring their glory and honor into it. 

Revelation 21:25  And the gates of it shall not be shut at all by day: for there shall be no night there. 

Revelation 21:26  And they shall bring the glory and honor of the nations into it. 

Revelation 21:27  And there shall in no wise enter into it any thing that defileth, neither whatsoever worketh abomination, or maketh a lie: but they which are written in the Lamb's book of life. 

 

Did you know that there is only one requirement to get in to heaven? 

Revelation chapters 20 and 21 tell us what that is.

 

Revelation 20:12=15

Revelation 20:12  And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were opened: and another book was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out of those things which were written in the books, according to their works. 

Revelation 20:13  And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and death and hell delivered up the dead which were in them: and they were judged every man according to their works. 

Revelation 20:14  And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death. 

Revelation 20:15  And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire. 

 

Revelation 21:27  And there shall in no wise enter into it any thing that defileth, neither whatsoever worketh abomination, or maketh a lie: but they which are written in the Lamb's book of life. 

 

Whoever's name is not written in the Lamb's book of Life, there is no Heaven for them. This is what the Bible says.

 

I am sure many of us having kids have used conditional statements before. You know, where you child comes up and asked if they could play with their friends? How many of us has said, in some form or fashion, something like:
If you've finished your homework.

Or

Have you finished your homework?

 

These are conditional in that you are stating that they can play with their friends if they have finished their homework. But did we need to always add an extra bit like:
"But if you haven't you can't"?

 

I'm sure some of us have at some point, but did we do it all the time, or did the child understand that it was understood they could only play with their friends IF their homework was done?

 

There are many in the world that believe that once you are saved you are always saved. That you are guaranteed a place in heaven.  And they use scriptures like Matthew 28:20  … lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world. Amen.  I remember some preachers would say things like, “you may get in by the skin of your teeth”.
 

And yet we can read Revelation 3 where Jesus is talking to the church in Sardis.

 

Revelation 3:5  He that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white raiment; and I will not blot out his name out of the book of life, but I will confess his name before my Father, and before his angels. 

 

Jesus is telling them that IF they overcome - overcome what?

Overcome this flesh.  IF they overcome, they will wear white clothing and He - Jesus - will NOT blot out their name from the book of Life. He didn't say that He MIGHT not blot out their name, but that He WOULD not.

 

What happens if a Christian does NOT overcome this flesh. What if, after they've become baptized, they go back into the world to live out their life in an easier, sin-filled manner? What if they give up the fight and do not push onward? Is He not implying that if we DON'T overcome, He WILL blot out our name? I believe He is.
 

Knowing all of this, why would anyone want to spend eternity ANYwhere but in Heaven? And with all this to look forward to, shouldn't we be telling our children, grand-children, and great-grand children this? Shouldn't we show it with our lives? Shouldn't we be fighting the good fight? Overcoming this flesh? 

 

On the day we ALL stand before God, those who didn't believe there is a Heaven and a Hell will come face to face with a very shocking discovery - they were wrong. It isn't on earth - and it isn’t what we make of it. It's not re-incarnation. It's real. One is a miserable place of pain, agony, and eternal suffering in one place. But the other is a place of beauty, rest, and joy. There will be NO more sadness. No more tears. Only happiness as we bathe in His light for eternity 
 

The lesson is yours. We’re going to have the invitation now.  If you need to be baptized for the forgiveness of your sins, or if you need to have someone pray with you. If you’re not sure if you’re going to heaven or hell, I ask you to please come forward, right now. Please don’t wait another day, another hour, or even another minute. He stands at the door and knocks. Won’t you open the door for Him?

please - won't you come right now as we all stand and sing…
