Rules or Guidelines: Conditional Forgiveness

There is a scene in the first Pirates of the Caribbean movie in which the pirate captain tells the starlet that Pirate's Code is more what you'd call "guidelines" than actual rules. 

Guidelines, as defined by the dictionary is:

any guide or indication of a future course of action 

In other words, they don’t necessarily need to be followed – at least not stringently.

A rules are defined by the dictionary is:

a principle or regulation governing conduct, action, procedure, arrangement, etc. 

In other words, they MUST be followed – as is.

 

Sadly, a lot of people who claim to be Christians look at the Bible as a great guideline, but not really a set of rules. They would much rather pick and chose which verses apply to them, and then make up their own definition of what it means.

 

There are also those out there that want to tweak the definition of God into something with less guilt on them. And they will use things like:
God is a God of love.

All I have to do is ask forgiveness.

Well, it really doesn't matter what I do, God knows my heart.

Or I believe in the Word, and so that is what I believe my baptism is.

 

The sister of a friend of mine won't go to a Church of Christ because it doesn't fit her lifestyle or her personal beliefs of who and what God is.

 

The problem with all of these is that if we don’t follow ALL of His Word, although it has the appearance of God, this is not who or what God is. 
God didn't call the tablets He wrote the 10 guidelines. They were the 10 Commandments. The 10 Rules. The 10 things you MUST obey.

 

If it doesn't fit your lifestyle, change your lifestyle.
Since God knows your heart, you had better know it also.
If God isn’t who or what you want Him to be, change your definition - not Him.

 

One of the things that a lot of people fail to get is forgiveness.

 

The world looks at forgiveness as something that is given after someone apologizes. 
I remember an episode of the Newhart show where this girl, Stephanie, lost her friendship with the handyman George. She did something that strained their friendship beyond what he was willing to put up with. And he told her that until she apologized they could no longer be friends. 
The world waits for the apology before they can or will forgive the error.  
So she did a quick “Sorry, sorry, sorry”.

But this is typically how a lot of people DO apologize. They word it out. There is not true sorrow or meaning to it. It’s just a face-value word.

Needless to say, George didn’t accept that apology. 

And usually the world doesn’t truly accept the apology. The always hold it back and keep it because the world just KNOWS that the person committing the act will do it again.

 

A person cheats on a test, they start to monitor that person.

A person lies, no one believes them anymore.

A person steals, and the next time something goes missing, whose name is brought up?

 

But God says forgiveness means to forget it ever happened!

For I will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins and their iniquities will I remember no more. (Hebrews 8:12)

 

16  This is the covenant that I will make with them after those days, saith the Lord, I will put my laws into their hearts, and in their minds will I write them; 17  And their sins and iniquities will I remember no more. 18  Now where remission of these is, there is no more offering for sin. (Hebrews 10:16-18)

I, even I, am he that blotteth out thy transgressions for mine own sake, and will not remember thy sins. (Isaiah 43:25)
He will turn again, he will have compassion upon us; he will subdue our iniquities; and thou wilt cast all their sins into the depths of the sea. (Micah 7:19)
Cast into the depths of the sea – never to be found again. Now THAT is forgiveness.

 

And God holds us to the same standard. Look at how Jesus teaches us to pray.

 

9  After this manner therefore pray ye: Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. 10  Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. 11  Give us this day our daily bread.  12  And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 13  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. (Matthew 6:9-13)

 

And then he goes on and explains it:

 

14  For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you: 15  But if ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses. (Matthew 6:14-15)

 

What was that?
But if ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses. (Matthew 6:15)

 

If I don't forgive someone God won't forgive me?

 

Let's look at another example:

 

In Matthew 18 verses 23-34, Jesus tells the story of a wicked servant who owed his master 10,000 talents. He couldn't pay his debt, but instead fell down and begged for mercy - asking for more time. And the king forgave the debtor everything.

But this wicked servant found someone who owed him 100 denarii, and choked him demanding payment. When he wasn't paid, instead of returning the kindness showed to him, he had the man thrown into prison.

When the king heard this, he threw this wicked servant into jail to be tortured until the original debt was repaid.

 

And look at what Jesus says at the end of this parable.

 

So likewise shall my heavenly Father do also unto you, if ye from your hearts forgive not every one his brother their trespasses. (Matthew 18:35)

 

So forgiveness is conditional. I MUST forgive someone who sins against me, otherwise God WON'T forgive me. And it can’t just be verbal – it has to come from my heart. I MUST mean it! I must cast it into the depths of the sea – never to be seen again.
 

So how often should I forgive someone who sins against me?

 

21  Then came Peter to him, and said, Lord, how oft shall my brother sin against me, and I forgive him? till seven times? 22  Jesus saith unto him, I say not unto thee, Until seven times: but, Until seventy times seven. (Matthew 18:21-22)

 

3  Take heed to yourselves: If thy brother trespass against thee, rebuke him; and if he repent, forgive him. 4  And if he trespass against thee seven times in a day, and seven times in a day turn again to thee, saying, I repent; thou shalt forgive him. (Luke 17:3-4)

 

So does this mean I only have to forgive someone 490 times, as some translations translate it - or 77 times as others translate it.

Jesus isn't giving an arbitrary number here, he's making a point. ANYtime and EVERYtime someone sins against us we are to forgive them. 
How many of us would like God to forgive US ONLY as many times as WE forgive others? 

Are we truly forgiving them? Or are we forgiving them to their face, and holding it back?
How many of us would like God to forgive us exactly HOW we forgive others?

Well, according to Jesus, He will! God will forgive us exactly like we forgive others.

 

You see, it's very simple - we either do or we don't forgive. If we do not forget it. If we are holding it back, then we are not really forgiving those who sin against us. And if we are not forgiving others can we really say that we are forgiven when we confess our sins to God?

 

So why would God put that stipulation on us? Why is it so important that we forgive others?

 

I believe that the answer lies in the second greatest commandment:

 

Love your neighbor as yourself.

 

This single command is first found in Leviticus:

17  Thou shalt not hate thy brother in thine heart: thou shalt in any wise rebuke thy neighbor, and not suffer sin upon him. 18  Thou shalt not avenge, nor bear any grudge against the children of thy people, but thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself: I am the LORD. (Leviticus 19:17-18)

 

It is repeated in three of the gospels:

Matthew 19:19

Mark 12:31

Luke 10:27

 

It is also found in:
Romans 13:19-10

Galatians 5:14

James 2:8

 

And it is described in:

Luke 10:29-37

Romans 5:2

Galatians 6:10

 

Are we truly forgiving someone if every time a brother or sister sin against us and we go running to the elders? Or are we looking for someone else to "deal with it"?

 

Jesus commands US to deal with it:

15  Moreover if thy brother shall trespass against thee, go and tell him his fault between thee and him alone: if he shall hear thee, thou hast gained thy brother. 16  But if he will not hear thee, then take with thee one or two more, that in the mouth of two or three witnesses every word may be established. 17  And if he shall neglect to hear them, tell it unto the church: but if he neglect to hear the church, let him be unto thee as a heathen man and a publican. (Matthew 18:15-17)

 

Are we truly forgiving those who sin against us if we tell others about what happened to us?

 

Are we truly forgiving others if we bring it back and put it in their face at a later date?

 

Are we, from our hearts, truly forgiving people when they sin against us?
Don't we want them to forgive us when we sin against them?

 

Or more importantly, don't we want our Heavenly Father to forgive us?

 

We must learn, from our hearts, to truly love everyone. Not just our brothers and sisters in Christ - but EVERYONE!

 

So when do we forgive them? I like Jesus' response to Peter in Matthew 18:21-22
21  Then came Peter to him, and said, Lord, how oft shall my brother sin against me, and I forgive him? till seven times? 22  Jesus saith unto him, I say not unto thee, Until seven times: but, Until seventy times seven. (Matthew 18:21-22)
 

Notice that Jesus didn't answer with "When they ask for forgiveness", or "when they repent". He says to forgive. 

 

We should definitely allow our brothers and sisters to ask forgiveness. We should go to them and let them know when they've sinned and how they’ve sinned. But we should have already forgiven them. 

 

If we forgive them BEFORE we go to them, won't we be going to them in love and not angerily or vengefully? 

 

We should be ready and willing to forgive as soon as it happens so that when we DO tell them we forgive them, we mean it - from the heart.

 

The lesson is yours. If we can do anything for you, if you need to be baptized for the forgiveness of your sins, please come while we all stand and sing...
