Last time I was invited to preach I talked about trust. I talked about how fragile it is, how easy it is to break and how hard it is to get back trust that is lost. I also mentioned, as you may recall, that I know you can trust someone without loving them, but I'm not sure you can love someone without trusting them.

 

Tonight I'd like to look at the love side of that equation. Not just loving someone, but loving them as Jesus loves us.

 

We know that we are to love God with our whole heart, mind, and soul:

 

Matthew 22:37 Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. 

 

And we know we are supposed to love everyone as we love ourselves.

 

Matthew 22:39 And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. 

 

It is not up to us to choose who our neighbor is, but to treat all people- regardless of race, religion, creed, color, what church they go to, or how much or little money they may have - as our neighbor.

Jesus made that abundantly clear with the story of the Good Samaritan.

 

25 And, behold, a certain lawyer stood up, and tempted him, saying, Master, what shall I do to inherit eternal life? 

26 He said unto him, What is written in the law? how readest thou? 

27 And he answering said, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy strength, and with all thy mind; and thy neighbour as thyself. 

28 And he said unto him, Thou hast answered right: this do, and thou shalt live. 

29 But he, willing to justify himself, said unto Jesus, And who is my neighbour? 

30 And Jesus answering said, A certain man went down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell among thieves, which stripped him of his raiment, and wounded him, and departed, leaving him half dead. 

31 And by chance there came down a certain priest that way: and when he saw him, he passed by on the other side. 

32 And likewise a Levite, when he was at the place, came and looked on him, and passed by on the other side. 

33 But a certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, came where he was: and when he saw him, he had compassion on him, 

34 And went to him, and bound up his wounds, pouring in oil and wine, and set him on his own beast, and brought him to an inn, and took care of him. 

35 And on the morrow when he departed, he took out two pence, and gave them to the host, and said unto him, Take care of him; and whatsoever thou spendest more, when I come again, I will repay thee. 

36 Which now of these three, thinkest thou, was neighbour unto him that fell among the thieves? 

37 And he said, He that shewed mercy on him. Then said Jesus unto him, Go, and do thou likewise. (Luke 10: 25-37)

 

Three things always stand out to me in this story.

 

1. Jesus used a Samaritan as the protagonist - someone the Jews considered to be dogs 
(Luke 10: 33 But a certain Samaritan…)
2. This Samaritan didn't just do things part way - He didn't just bind the bandages until he could drop the poor soul off somewhere, he took him in and took care of him. 
(Luke 10: 34 …, and brought him to an inn, and took care of him.)
 

1. He didn't limit the amount of help he was willing to do - He didn't just drop a few coins down and say I've done my part. He didn't just say I'll repay you up to a certain amount - he said whatever else you spend on him I'll pay you back. 
(Luke 10: 35 …, and said unto him, Take care of him; and whatsoever thou spendest more, when I come again, I will repay thee)
 

Whether dealing with the world or each other, it should be all the way - not just part of the way. Anyone can do the bare minimum, but loving others as Jesus loves us means that we should do more. 

 

When Jesus was talking to His disciples he told them to love one another as He has loved them. He wanted to make sure they got this. It had to be crystal clear. It is repeated 4 times, in 2 chapters of the same book.

 

John 13:34 A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye also love one another. 

John 13:35 By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another. 

 

John 15:12 This is my commandment, That ye love one another, as I have loved you. 

 

John 15:17 These things I command you, that ye love one another. 

 

So I started to look at how could I love everyone else the way Jesus loves me. When I think of that, one of the first things that comes to mind is that Jesus died for me. And Jesus said that giving your life for your friends is the greatest act of love a person can give.

 

John 15:13 Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends. 

 

But I don’t have very many opportunities to put perform that act. So, I reasoned, there has to be more to it than that. But what could it be? What else does it mean to love each other as Jesus loved us? 

 

As I was studying this I came up with 7 things I'd like to share with you. 7 things that, I hope, will bring us all closer to loving each other as Christ loved us.

 

1. We have to be willing to go out of our way for a single person - even if we don't know them.
 

Luke 8:22 Now it came to pass on a certain day, that he went into a ship with his disciples: and he said unto them, Let us go over unto the other side of the lake. And they launched forth. 

26 And they arrived at the country of the Gadarenes, which is over against Galilee. 

27 And when he went forth to land, there met him out of the city a certain man, which had devils long time, and ware no clothes, neither abode in any house, but in the tombs. 

28 When he saw Jesus, he cried out, and fell down before him, and with a loud voice said, What have I to do with thee, Jesus, thou Son of God most high? I beseech thee, torment me not. 

29 (For he had commanded the unclean spirit to come out of the man. For oftentimes it had caught him: and he was kept bound with chains and in fetters; and he brake the bands, and was driven of the devil into the wilderness.) 

30 And Jesus asked him, saying, What is thy name? And he said, Legion: because many devils were entered into him. 

31 And they besought him that he would not command them to go out into the deep. 

32 And there was there an herd of many swine feeding on the mountain: and they besought him that he would suffer them to enter into them. And he suffered them. 

33 Then went the devils out of the man, and entered into the swine: and the herd ran violently down a steep place into the lake, and were choked. 

34 When they that fed them saw what was done, they fled, and went and told it in the city and in the country. 

35 Then they went out to see what was done; and came to Jesus, and found the man, out of whom the devils were departed, sitting at the feet of Jesus, clothed, and in his right mind: and they were afraid. 

36 They also which saw it told them by what means he that was possessed of the devils was healed. 

37 Then the whole multitude of the country of the Gadarenes round about besought him to depart from them; for they were taken with great fear: and he went up into the ship, and returned back again. (Luke 8:26-37)

 

What I got out of this was that Jesus went across a lake for 1 man. Some may argue that when Jesus went back He was greeted by everyone, and that would be true - but the first time he went, he only helped one person.

 

1. We have to listen for that one voice in a crowd that needs us
 

46 And they came to Jericho: and as he went out of Jericho with his disciples and a great number of people, blind Bartimaeus, the son of Timaeus, sat by the highway side begging. 

47 And when he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to cry out, and say, Jesus, thou Son of David, have mercy on me. 

48 And many charged him that he should hold his peace: but he cried the more a great deal, Thou Son of David, have mercy on me. 

49 And Jesus stood still, and commanded him to be called. And they call the blind man, saying unto him, Be of good comfort, rise; he calleth thee. 

50 And he, casting away his garment, rose, and came to Jesus. 

51 And Jesus answered and said unto him, What wilt thou that I should do unto thee? The blind man said unto him, Lord, that I might receive my sight. 

52 And Jesus said unto him, Go thy way; thy faith hath made thee whole. And immediately he received his sight, and followed Jesus in the way. (Mark 10:46-52)

 

We don't know where or when we may be needed. We should be ready and willing at any given moment - even if it's not convenient for us.

How many people do we see each day? How many have we tried to help? I used to work for a very large corporation where hardly anyone knew who the janitors were, or even what color their uniforms were. On one occasion, as we were going to a meeting, I said hello to one of the janitors. He looked startled, but then grinned and waved to me. One of my team members asked me "Who was that?" I answered "One of the janitors". They turned and looked back and said "Really? They work during the day?" Why are some people invisible to us? If they are invisible to us, does that mean that they are unimportant to us? If so, are we really showing them the love of Christ?

 

1. We need to give more than the minimum effort.

40 And if any man will sue thee at the law, and take away thy coat, let him have thy cloke also. 

41 And whosoever shall compel thee to go a mile, go with him twain. 

42 Give to him that asketh thee, and from him that would borrow of thee turn not thou away. (Matthew 5:40-42)

 

Look at all that He has blessed us with. Are we withholding anything from others by not sharing these blessings? Whether it's food, clothing, friendship, knowledge, helping with things in our given fields of expertise, or anything? Are we sharing our time with all our brethren? If we ask someone how their day is going - are we willing to stop and listen if we get more than the standard "OK, what about you"? 
1. We must willingly do anything, even the most humbling of tasks.

4  He riseth from supper, and laid aside his garments; and took a towel, and girded himself. 
5  After that he poureth water into a bason, and began to wash the disciples' feet, and to wipe them with the towel wherewith he was girded. (John 13:4-5)

If Jesus was willing to do the lowliest of tasks, shouldn't we be willing to so the same? I believe that He is teaching us that no task is to low, or to small for us to do, and that no one is above these tasks.

1. When we do anything, it has to come from our hearts - not just for show
1 Then spake Jesus to the multitude, and to his disciples, 

2 Saying, The scribes and the Pharisees sit in Moses' seat: 

3 All therefore whatsoever they bid you observe, that observe and do; but do not ye after their works: for they say, and do not. 

4 For they bind heavy burdens and grievous to be borne, and lay them on men's shoulders; but they themselves will not move them with one of their fingers. 

5 But all their works they do for to be seen of men: they make broad their phylacteries, and enlarge the borders of their garments, 

6 And love the uppermost rooms at feasts, and the chief seats in the synagogues, 

7 And greetings in the markets, and to be called of men, Rabbi, Rabbi. (Matthew 23:1-7)

 

If it's not from our hearts, if it's not real, why bother doing it? My father used to tell me that any job worth doing is worth doing right the first time. We need to strive to do all things for God, and to please Him - not man.

 

1. We must forgive, and it should be as soon as it happens
 

14  For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you: 

15  But if ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses. (Matthew 6:14-15)

Luke 23:34 Then said Jesus, Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do.

 

59 And they stoned Stephen, calling upon God, and saying, Lord Jesus, receive my spirit. 

60 And he kneeled down, and cried with a loud voice, Lord, lay not this sin to their charge. And when he had said this, he fell asleep. (Acts 7:59-60)

1. Finally, We must be willing to accept our straying brothers and sisters back - no matter what they've done.

Most, if not all, of us know the story of the Prodigal Son. What really gets to me in this story is how the father reacts when he sees his son from a distance.
 

18  I will arise and go to my father, and will say unto him, Father, I have sinned against heaven, and before thee, 

19  And am no more worthy to be called thy son: make me as one of thy hired servants. 

20  And he arose, and came to his father. But when he was yet a great way off, his father saw him, and had compassion, and ran, and fell on his neck, and kissed him. 

21  And the son said unto him, Father, I have sinned against heaven, and in thy sight, and am no more worthy to be called thy son. (Luke 15:18-21)

I see a father who loves his son so much he doesn't let pride or anything else get in the way of making sure that son knows he is welcomed back.

And then I see my life of sin I lived when I walked away from God many years ago. How He was waiting for me to come back. And when I did, He didn't just toss me away, he welcomed me like a son - allowing me to come home. After all He's done for me, who am I to not welcome a straying brother or sister back?  


As I contemplated all I had read about Jesus and His ministry I saw that He treated all people the same - not just the Jews. He helped Romans and Samaritans, he helped the Jews. And by His death and resurrection He helped you and I. 

 

Christ came to give the world hope, not just the rich, or the power, the lowly or the powerful - but all people. And then He told His disciples how the world would know they were His disciples - if they loved one another as He loved them. We can't be arguing and bickering with one another, talking about each other behind our backs or ignoring each other. We have to get into each others lives, we have to genuinely care about each other's spiritual and physical walks. We have to see what we can do to aid one another all the time - not just when we need something from them.

 

Loving each other as Jesus loved us means we are to live a life a sacrificial love to one another. And when we live that sacrificial love, then we are loving others as He loved us.

The lesson is yours. If we can help you in any way, if you need to put Christ on in baptism, please come right now as we all stand and sing...
