In a recent Dear Abby a woman wrote in and said “Two weeks after my wedding I met a man who excites me and makes my heart race. My husband and I dated for eight years prior to getting married.”
She goes on to say that she has spent two nights with this new man and that she can’t stop thinking about him and that this other man feels the same about her. But the guy says they should stop because it’s wrong. Her relationship with her husband is boring; they spend a lot of time at home and don’t go out much. Her husband goes to bed early and she’s tempted to go out and see this other man. And she ends with “What should I do?”

Surprising as this is, this didn’t really shock me. Not with what I hear at work and read in the paper about relationships. What surprised me was the answer that was given. 

“I suspect you already know what you need to do. First, level with your husband. Then see if you can have the marriage annulled because, although it has lasted only a month, it is already over.”

Where was the sage advice of morality that I grew up reading? 20 years ago the answer would have been – what about the contract you have with your husband to love, honor, and cherish him? What about the contract with God that this man and ONLY this man ‘til death do us part’? Where is that advice that would call adultery what it is?

Did you know that Abby rarely writes anymore? Her daughter is doing most – if not all of the advice now. So what happened in one generation that would change so radically? 
She grew up in a time of tolerance and understanding. A time when we are supposed to accept everyone for who and what they are, and she grew up in a time of “free love”. 

I would hope that she was raised with the same morality I used to read about – but I don’t know. But there were her friends and schoolmates, then college attitudes that help show her a “better understanding” of the world. And a parent can only do so much and pray about the rest.

Somewhere along the way there was a shift in thinking. Things that used to be wrong are now not only acceptable, but OK to think about.

If we open our Bibles to just about anywhere in the Old Testament we can see this same attitude running wild. We can see that the Israelites start disobeying God’s commands time and time again:
24  And the spies saw a man come forth out of the city, and they said unto him, Shew us, we pray thee, the entrance into the city, and we will shew thee mercy. 

25  And when he shewed them the entrance into the city, they smote the city with the edge of the sword; but they let go the man and all his family. 

26  And the man went into the land of the Hittites, and built a city, and called the name thereof Luz: which is the name thereof unto this day. 

27  Neither did Manasseh drive out the inhabitants of Bethshean and her towns, nor Taanach and her towns, nor the inhabitants of Dor and her towns, nor the inhabitants of Ibleam and her towns, nor the inhabitants of Megiddo and her towns: but the Canaanites would dwell in that land. 

28  And it came to pass, when Israel was strong, that they put the Canaanites to tribute, and did not utterly drive them out. 

29  Neither did Ephraim drive out the Canaanites that dwelt in Gezer; but the Canaanites dwelt in Gezer among them. 

30  Neither did Zebulun drive out the inhabitants of Kitron, nor the inhabitants of Nahalol; but the Canaanites dwelt among them, and became tributaries. 

31  Neither did Asher drive out the inhabitants of Accho, nor the inhabitants of Zidon, nor of Ahlab, nor of Achzib, nor of Helbah, nor of Aphik, nor of Rehob: 

32  But the Asherites dwelt among the Canaanites, the inhabitants of the land: for they did not drive them out. 

33  Neither did Naphtali drive out the inhabitants of Bethshemesh, nor the inhabitants of Bethanath; but he dwelt among the Canaanites, the inhabitants of the land: nevertheless the inhabitants of Bethshemesh and of Bethanath became tributaries unto them. (Judges 1:24-33)
We also see the Israelites turning from the attitude that God is the only God to one of these other gods are just as good, if not better. 
2  And Aaron said unto them, Break off the golden earrings, which are in the ears of your wives, of your sons, and of your daughters, and bring them unto me. 

3  And all the people brake off the golden earrings which were in their ears, and brought them unto Aaron. 

4  And he received them at their hand, and fashioned it with a graving tool, after he had made it a molten calf: and they said, These be thy gods, O Israel, which brought thee up out of the land of Egypt. 

5  And when Aaron saw it, he built an altar before it; and Aaron made proclamation, and said, To morrow is a feast to the LORD. 

6  And they rose up early on the morrow, and offered burnt offerings, and brought peace offerings; and the people sat down to eat and to drink, and rose up to play. (Exodus 32:2-6)

8  And Joshua the son of Nun, the servant of the LORD, died, being an hundred and ten years old. 

9  And they buried him in the border of his inheritance in Timnathheres, in the mount of Ephraim, on the north side of the hill Gaash. 

10  And also all that generation were gathered unto their fathers: and there arose another generation after them, which knew not the LORD, nor yet the works which he had done for Israel. 

11  And the children of Israel did evil in the sight of the LORD, and served Baalim: (Judges 2:8-11)

Time and time again, prophets and priests can be seen calling for the children of Israel to renounce the false gods they are bowing down to and come back and worship the one true God. 

16  Nevertheless the LORD raised up judges, which delivered them out of the hand of those that spoiled them. 

17  And yet they would not hearken unto their judges, but they went a whoring after other gods, and bowed themselves unto them: they turned quickly out of the way which their fathers walked in, obeying the commandments of the LORD; but they did not so. 

18  And when the LORD raised them up judges, then the LORD was with the judge, and delivered them out of the hand of their enemies all the days of the judge: for it repented the LORD because of their groanings by reason of them that oppressed them and vexed them. 

19  And it came to pass, when the judge was dead, that they returned, and corrupted themselves more than their fathers, in following other gods to serve them, and to bow down unto them; they ceased not from their own doings, nor from their stubborn way. (Judges 2:16-19)

God said that He would forgive, if they would only turn away from their sins and come back to Him.

2 Chronicles 7:14  If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land. 
Time and time again one generation would realize the error of their ways, beg God for forgiveness, start doing what was right in God’s eyes – and He would forgive and heal. And another generation or two would grow up not knowing or caring about God – and would start following what they wanted instead of what they needed. They couldn’t see that what they wanted would lead them to destruction – after all nothing had happened to THEM, so then it was just old wives tales and bedtime stories meant to scare little children into obeying the parents, right? After all as long as they were good and were religious and they worshipped A god, that was what was important – right? 
Wrong.

What is important is that we worship the only true God as He says to, which may not line up with how we WANT to.
Paul, writing to the church in Galatians, said:

6  I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that called you into the grace of Christ unto another gospel: 

7  Which is not another; but there be some that trouble you, and would pervert the gospel of Christ. 

(Galatians 1:6-7)
Jesus said:

John 14:6  …, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me. 

15  And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature. 

16  He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned. (Mark 16:15-16)
And yet there are those who preach a gospel of Give Enough and you’ll be saved, or Do Enough and you’ll be saved, or Say a Prayer and you’ll be saved. That baptism is merely a show and not really for the forgiveness of sin. Isn’t this a different gospel than what Jesus taught? 

Jesus said 

And Paul said:

8  But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that which we have preached unto you, let him be accursed. 

9  As we said before, so say I now again, If any man preach any other gospel unto you than that ye have received, let him be accursed. (Galatians 1:8-9)
Look what John wrote:

9  Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine of Christ, hath not God. He that abideth in the doctrine of Christ, he hath both the Father and the Son. 

10  If there come any unto you, and bring not this doctrine, receive him not into your house, neither bid him God speed: 

11  For he that biddeth him God speed is partaker of his evil deeds. (2 John 1:9-11)
 Isn’t what John is saying is that if we attend worship with those who teach wrongly we are in essence agreeing with them – if not in mind, at least in body?

Charles Spurgeon wrote of it in an article titled “Feeding Sheep or Amusing Goats” – 

"The devil has seldom done a cleverer thing than hinting to the Church that part of her mission is to provide entertainment of the people, with the view of winning them. From speaking out as the Puritans did, the Church has gradually toned down her testimony, then winked at and excused the frivolities of the day. Then she tolerated them in her boarders, now she has adopted them under the plea of reaching the masses…. Providing amusement for the people is nowhere spoken of in the Scriptures as a function for the Church. If it was a Christian work, why did not Christ speak of it? ‘Go ye’…into all the world and speak the Gospel to every creature. This is a clear enough. So it would have been if He had added, ‘and provide amusement for those who do not relish the Gospel.’ No such words are to be found…. Jesus pitied sinners, sighed and wept over them, but never sought to amuse them."
One of the big movements of today is the Mega-Churches with their popular Christian music bands, and their feel-good attitudes to bring people in. I’ve talked with people who go to these types of churches and they tell me that they really feel in touch with the Spirit, but that if they take away the bands, these same people would go to where they have them. Why? Are they really saying that the only way they can feel in touch with the spirit is through some band playing on stage? Does it make them feel good? Sure it does. Many years ago I saw several Country bands play that I enjoyed. It made me feel good and in tough with those playing. Some played spiritual songs that made me feel even better – but did that mean I was in touch with the Spirit? So why would they leave to find another congregation that has a band? I believe that it is because they are being entertained, and they like that feeling so much they will keep going where they can get that feeling. 
Something Spurgeon warned about back in the 1800s, what he saw starting up in his day, is now if full swing. It’s all about stirring up emotions and making people feel good. It’s about getting and keeping people in the building on a weekly basis, not about preaching the gospel and leading people to Christ. A lot of preachers out there are becoming motivational speakers and not teachers of the cross. And heaven forbid they touch any subject that may be controversial – and yet if we read our Bibles we’ll see that just about everything Jesus did was considered controversial to some.

He ate with sinners 
Mark 2:16  And when the scribes and Pharisees saw him eat with publicans and sinners, they said unto his disciples, How is it that he eateth and drinketh with publicans and sinners? 
Luke 5:30  But their scribes and Pharisees murmured against his disciples, saying, Why do ye eat and drink with publicans and sinners?
He touched lepers  

2  And, behold, there came a leper and worshipped him, saying, Lord, if thou wilt, thou canst make me clean. 

3  And Jesus put forth his hand, and touched him, saying, I will; be thou clean. And immediately his leprosy was cleansed. (Matthew 8:2-3)

He taught differently than the religious leaders of His time
Matthew 7:29  For he taught them as one having authority, and not as the scribes.
He didn’t tolerate the House of God being anything but a house of worship
13  And the Jews' passover was at hand, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem, 

14  And found in the temple those that sold oxen and sheep and doves, and the changers of money sitting: 

15  And when he had made a scourge of small cords, he drove them all out of the temple, and the sheep, and the oxen; and poured out the changers' money, and overthrew the tables; 

16  And said unto them that sold doves, Take these things hence; make not my Father's house an house of merchandise.  (John 2:13-16)
How many so religious groups out there still preach against rape, sexual promiscuity, cohabitation, teen pregnancy, abortion, homosexuality, adultery, divorce, stealing, lying, disrespect of the law or of parents? Why not? What are they afraid of? That they may lose numbers because they have offended someone? When a church starts getting so tied up in numbers that they forget or even willfully give up the teaching of the cross – at any point – they have started to cross a line. 
Look with me in 2 Timothy chapter 4 at what Paul told Timothy 

1  I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick and the dead at his appearing and his kingdom; 

2  Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine. 

3  For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; 

4  And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables. (2 Timothy 4:1-4)
Preach the Word – not a motivational speech to feel good but the Word of God
Reprove - scold or correct  gently or with kindly intent or to express disapproval of
Rebuke - to criticize sharply
Exhort - to give warnings or advice or make urgent appeals
He said nothing about entertaining them and nothing about keeping away from controversy. Instead, tell them what they NEED to hear not necessarily what they WANT to hear.
Why? Because 
3  For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; 

4  And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables. (2 Timothy 4:3-4)
They needed to be prepared for those who would come to lead them down the path of apostasy. They needed to be ready for when that day came.

The Bible says :

Exodus 20:14  Thou shalt not commit adultery. 

Jesus said:

27  Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, Thou shalt not commit adultery: 

28  But I say unto you, That whosoever looketh on a woman to lust after her hath committed adultery with her already in his heart.  (Matthew 5:27-28)
There are those out there preaching “It’s OK. God understands”

The world says – Pornography is alright – after all, you’re not really hurting anyone.

Or the world says – It’s okay to look – you’re just window shopping

The Bible says :

1 Thessalonians 5:22  Abstain from all appearance of evil.
There are those who teach that it’s OK if it looks bad as long as you didn’t MEAN for it to be bad.

The world says “EVERYONE is doing it”.
Brothers and sisters, we live in a world where today many who profess to be Christians “will not endure sound doctrine!” They don’t want to hear the truth but prefer fables and myths of their own making. Plain and simply, they are turning from the truth to a different thing – a thing called apostasy.
Apostasy is an ugly word for an ugly attitude. 

The Merriam-Webster online dictionary defines apostasy as a renunciation of a religious faith or an abandonment of a previous loyalty.

To use the word apostasy to one who calls themselves Christian it is a renunciation and abandonment of the Christian faith. It is a departing of that faith. 
I heard of many US soldiers who, during the Viet Nam war, stopped believing in the faith of their fathers. Stopped believing in the one true God and started looking for peace through another avenue – Buddha. Many of these men turned to a different route. And when they did, what they really were saying is that Christ is not the only way to heaven. That they found peace and heaven through Buddha. Why did Christ have to die then? He died because He is the ONLY way, the ONLY truth and the ONLY life. 


Christian apostasy is a death sentence. When we turn for Christianity to find another way into heaven what we are really saying is that Christ died for nothing. 
26  For if we sin willfully after that we have received the knowledge of the truth, there remaineth no more sacrifice for sins, 

27  But a certain fearful looking for of judgment and fiery indignation, which shall devour the adversaries. 

28  He that despised Moses' law died without mercy under two or three witnesses: 

29  Of how much sorer punishment, suppose ye, shall he be thought worthy, who hath trodden under foot the Son of God, and hath counted the blood of the covenant, wherewith he was sanctified, an unholy thing, and hath done despite unto the Spirit of grace? (Hebrews 10:26-29)
So now we have a good understanding of what apostasy is, where does it start?

It began in heaven when Satan convinced many angels that they could take on and beat God and rule in His stead.
12  How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! how art thou cut down to the ground, which didst weaken the nations! 
13  For thou hast said in thine heart, I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God: I will sit also upon the mount of the congregation, in the sides of the north: 
14  I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will be like the most High. 
15  Yet thou shalt be brought down to hell, to the sides of the pit. (Isaiah 14:12-15)
On earth it began in the garden when Eve listens to that snake and Adam, in turned, listened to the snake in his heart.

1  Now the serpent was more subtil than any beast of the field which the LORD God had made. And he said unto the woman, Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden? 

2  And the woman said unto the serpent, We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden: 

3  But of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die. 

4  And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die: (Genesis 3:1-4)

With the children of Israel it began when they camped between Migdol and the Red Sea – forgetting all the miracles that they had just seen, they saw the Red Sea, they saw the Egyptians coming at them and they saw no way out and listened to Satan say to go back. 

10  And when Pharaoh drew nigh, the children of Israel lifted up their eyes, and, behold, the Egyptians marched after them; and they were sore afraid: and the children of Israel cried out unto the LORD. 
11  And they said unto Moses, Because there were no graves in Egypt, hast thou taken us away to die in the wilderness? wherefore hast thou dealt thus with us, to carry us forth out of Egypt? 
12  Is not this the word that we did tell thee in Egypt, saying, Let us alone, that we may serve the Egyptians? For it had been better for us to serve the Egyptians, than that we should die in the wilderness. (Exodus 14:10-12)
It started in the church when men listened to Satan say to preach what is convenient and entertaining – not what was needed.

1  But there were false prophets also among the people, even as there shall be false teachers among you, who privily shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them, and bring upon themselves swift destruction. 
2  And many shall follow their pernicious ways; by reason of whom the way of truth shall be evil spoken of. 
3  And through covetousness shall they with feigned words make merchandise of you: whose judgment now of a long time lingereth not, and their damnation slumbereth not. (2 Peter 2:1-3)
And this is still happening today. Peter and Paul saw it back in the first century church, Spurgeon saw it in the 1800s, we still see it today.
I read in the paper several months back about a man who left his wife and children of many years and denounce his marriage because he was a transvestite. He said he was moving somewhere in the San Francisco Bay are to start a church for Gays, Lesbians and transvestites because, in his words, they needed to know that God loved them just as they were and He would accept them for how they were because He had created them this way.

This is not what the Bible teaches, and yet this man claims to be a Bible teacher.

So how can we know who these false teachers are?


5  Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn away. 

6  For of this sort are they which creep into houses, and lead captive silly women laden with sins, led away with divers lusts, 

7  Ever learning, and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth. (2 Timothy 3:5-7)
2 John 1:10  If there come any unto you, and bring not this doctrine, receive him not into your house, neither bid him God speed:
And what is God’s judgment who commit these apostate sins?

4  For if God spared not the angels that sinned, but cast them down to hell, and delivered them into chains of darkness, to be reserved unto judgment; 

5  And spared not the old world, but saved Noah the eighth person, a preacher of righteousness, bringing in the flood upon the world of the ungodly; (2 Peter 2:4-5)

19  While they promise them liberty, they themselves are the servants of corruption: for of whom a man is overcome, of the same is he brought in bondage. 

20  For if after they have escaped the pollutions of the world through the knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, they are again entangled therein, and overcome, the latter end is worse with them than the beginning. (2 Peter 2:19-20)

Brothers and sisters we must be ever watchful and ready to defend the gospel of Christ, the Son of the living God. We must stand ready. We cannot do that be finding a comfortable spot and hoping someone else will take up the fight. We must, each and everyone of us, be ready.
We must be like the Ephesians who tested those who claimed to be apostles. We must test those who claim to speak the gospel message and prove it to be true or false. We must be ever vigilant.

I know Christians who will go to an Easter service or Christmas service at religious organizations that don’t teach the whole truth. Why? Because as someone once told me – “They have a great Christmas show”

But if this place is NOT teaching baptism for forgiveness of sins

Mark 16:16  He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned.
Act 2:38  Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. 
Act 22:16  And now why tarriest thou? arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord.
1Peter 3:21  The like figure whereunto even baptism doth also now save us (not the putting away of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God,) by the resurrection of Jesus Christ:
How can a Christian worship there? If they teach only part of the truth, are they truly servants of God? And if they are not, should brothers and sisters in Christ be fellowshipping with them?


John said a resounding “No!”
10  If there come any unto you, and bring not this doctrine, receive him not into your house, neither bid him God speed:
11  For he that biddeth him God speed is partaker of his evil deeds. (2 John 1:10-11)
The fight is long and arduous. There will be many who disagree, many who want to hear what they want – not what they need. They will have all kinds of convincing arguments, but remember what the Bible said. This will happen. We are in the last days, and have been since the days of our Lord. Since the first century church Satan has been hammering Christianity into a thin polluted stream to all who would listen to him. 

There will be those who fall away. Loved ones, family members, friends – and it will hurt. But we must maintain and stay ever vigilant. We must, as Joshua said, choose this day whom we will serve.
The lesson is yours. If we can help you in any way, if you need to be baptized for the forgiveness of you sins, if you’ve wandered off the path and need help and prayers back – we are here to help you. Won’t you come while we all stand and sing?
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