Many of you will probably remember the late actor Peter Ustinov – who starred in such movies as ‘Quo Vadis’, ‘Sparticus’, ‘Death on the Nile’, and man more. Peter was quoted as saying "every two hours the nations of this world spend as much on armaments as they spend on the children of this world every year ". He was appointed a UNICEF Goodwill Ambassador in 1968, Peter fulfilled the voluntary position with delight. His travels on behalf of UNICEF took him to China, Russia, Myanmar, Cambodia, Kenya, Egypt and Thailand, among other countries, and he lobbied governments at the highest levels to recognize the rights of children worldwide. 

The most memorable commercial I have doesn’t have a Gecko, caveman, or any kind of food related products. It is of a UNICEF commercial in which Peter played various bit characters. UNICEF needed money, and he was asking the US for help - but these characters he was portraying, which represented Americans as a whole, were willing to give anything and everything but that which UNICEF needed. The one character that has always stood out in my mind was a hippie who said "I fully support you and am behind you… morally" - But this isn't what they needed. They didn't need any more help on the phones, mailing out items, or other non-financial help. They wouldn't turn it down, but it wasn't what we were being asked to give. It wasn't what was needed.
And that is what I’d like to focus on tonight – giving what is needed.

 

Where would the children of Israel be if Moses had decided that he would go to Egypt and help the children of Israel out by helping build the mud bricks - and not speak to Pharaoh? Or if Joshua would have said "As for me and my family, we will stay inside and pray quietly"? Would David have become the great king he was if, when he saw the giant Goliath, gave his brothers moral support? Or told the king that he was willing to run messages back and forth to the troops?

Where would we be if, in the garden, Jesus had prayed "Father - I'm not ready. I'll do ANYTHING else but what is NEEDED"? Would we have that better hope of heaven? Would anyone here today have that true peace that passes understanding?

 

How many of us have been asked by God to do something, but we're not comfortable with it, so we'll give something else? Or do we just KNOW, deep down inside, that someone else will do it? Or we feel someone else - ANYone else - is better qualified?

 

How many of us truly feel God can make a mistake?

 

Moses felt that way - remember?

11 And Moses said unto God, Who am I, that I should go unto Pharaoh, and that I should bring forth the children of Israel out of Egypt? (Exodus 3:11)

 

And what was God's response?

 

12 And He said, Certainly I will be with thee; and this shall be a token unto thee, that I have sent thee: When thou hast brought forth the people out of Egypt, ye shall serve God upon this mountain. (Exodus 3:12)
 

But still Moses felt there was someone better fitted for the job - that God really didn't mean HIM! He was just a shepherd - and a murderer. If he went back to Egypt - what might be waiting for him? Besides - he was a nobody. They wouldn’t listen to someone like HIM! Would they?

 

13 And Moses said unto God, Behold, when I come unto the children of Israel, and shall say unto them, The God of your fathers hath sent me unto you; and they shall say to me, What is his name? what shall I say unto them? (Exodus 3:13)

 

And yet, still God patiently told Moses what was needed and what to say.

 

14 And God said unto Moses, I AM THAT I AM: and he said, Thus shalt thou say unto the children of Israel, I AM hath sent me unto you. 15 And God said moreover unto Moses, Thus shalt thou say unto the children of Israel, The LORD God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, hath sent me unto you: this is my name forever, and this is my memorial unto all generations. (Exodus 3:14-15)

 
With all of this, was Moses now ready and willing to do what was needed? No - he still had excuses why he couldn't or shouldn't do what was needed. For that matter, like many today, he felt there HAD to be someone better suited for the job. Someone better trained for the job. Someone who already had the skill set.

 
1 And Moses answered and said, But, behold, they will not believe me, nor hearken unto my voice: for they will say, The LORD hath not appeared unto thee. (Exodus 4:1)

 

And yet God was still patient with him – 

2 And the LORD said unto him, What is that in thine hand? And he said, A rod. 3 And He said, Cast it on the ground. And he cast it on the ground, and it became a serpent; and Moses fled from before it. 4 And the LORD said unto Moses, Put forth thine hand, and take it by the tail. And he put forth his hand, and caught it, and it became a rod in his hand: 5 That they may believe that the LORD God of their fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, hath appeared unto thee. 6 And the LORD said furthermore unto him, Put now thine hand into thy bosom. And he put his hand into his bosom: and when he took it out, behold, his hand was leprous as snow. 7 And He said, Put thine hand into thy bosom again. And he put his hand into his bosom again; and plucked it out of his bosom, and, behold, it was turned again as his other flesh. 8 And it shall come to pass, if they will not believe thee, neither hearken to the voice of the first sign, that they will believe the voice of the latter sign. 9 And it shall come to pass, if they will not believe also these two signs, neither hearken unto thy voice, that thou shalt take of the water of the river, and pour it upon the dry land: and the water which thou takest out of the river shall become blood upon the dry land. (Exodus 4:2-9)

 
So now that Moses was given enough proof of who was sending him - he was ready to go, right?

No - even with EVERYTHING he was still not sure that God had chosen the right person for the job. He still wasn't ready to serve God as God asked him to do. He wasn't ready to give what was needed.

10 And Moses said unto the LORD, O my Lord, I am not eloquent, neither heretofore, nor since thou hast spoken unto thy servant: but I am slow of speech, and of a slow tongue. (Exodus 4:10)

 

Can God use me? No, SURELY God doesn’t need ME. I can't be a teacher, or a preacher, or serve communion, or help with the Fall Bible Event or be a LIFE Group Leader because…

· I KNOW that isn't what God wants or needs of ME

· I'm not very educated

· I don't know a lot of big words to impress people with

· I get nervous in front of a lot of people

· I’m not a people person

· I’m a nobody

· No one ever listens to me

· The elders made a mistake in asking me

· I'm sure someone else, with better qualifications and more experienced is REALLY whom God wants

· I’m comfortable right here on my back-row pew seat

 

How many of us say something like that - even if it is only too ourselves - when asked to help out? How many of us actually take the time to pray on it, meditate on it, or otherwise try to discern if this really IS what God is calling us to do? And how many of us are really just too comfortable to care? Too set in our ways?
11 And the LORD said unto him, Who hath made man's mouth? or who maketh the dumb, or deaf, or the seeing, or the blind? have not I the LORD? 12 Now therefore go, and I will be with thy mouth, and teach thee what thou shalt say. 13 And he said, O my Lord, send, I pray thee, by the hand of him whom thou wilt send. (Exodus 4:11-13)

 

Can't we see that God will start to get angry at our blatant disobedience? Do we REALLY think that when He calls us to do something that He made a mistake? Or that there is a better person for the job? Or that this is an OPTION? Our Lord and King said "Do Fill In The Blank" and we are going to second guess Him?

 

Is it any wonder that we don't hear His voice or have a better understanding and more wisdom of His word?

 

When we do this, do we REALLY expect to be blessed because we go against what He asks? Do we REALLY think that He won't get angry at us?

 

14 And the anger of the LORD was kindled against Moses, and he said, Is not Aaron the Levite thy brother? I know that he can speak well. And also, behold, he cometh forth to meet thee: and when he seeth thee, he will be glad in his heart. 15 And thou shalt speak unto him, and put words in his mouth: and I will be with thy mouth, and with his mouth, and will teach you what ye shall do. 16 And he shall be thy spokesman unto the people: and he shall be, even he shall be to thee instead of a mouth, and thou shalt be to him instead of God. 17 And thou shalt take this rod in thine hand, wherewith thou shalt do signs. (Exodus 4:14-17)

How many of us, when called to serve God start looking for excuses to NOT to do what is asked, but to do ANYTHING else?

 

Remember Jonah? He gave what he WANTED to give, nothing, and God wasn't happy with him. God gave Jonah three days to think about it - in the belly of a fish.

 

When we are asked of God to do something we should do it. When and Elder or a Deacon asks us to do something - pray on it - because there is a very good chance of this being from God. Meditate on it. Don't try to find a way OUT of it! Ask God if this is what HE wants! 

 

And if it is - forget about how comfortable you are - remember how UNCOMFORTABLE He was on that scourge block. 

 

We have nice cars and a place to live in. He had rocks for a pillow and trees for shade.

 

We have good jobs and live in a country where we have a TON of freedoms that we take for granted.

 

He lived a life of servitude under oppressive religious and political regimes.

 

We sit in our nice comfortable seats, in an air conditioned building. 

 

He was stripped and scourged to a pulp. THEN He was nailed to a cross and murdered for ME - for YOU - for US!

And we want to second guess HIM?

 
Brothers and sisters, we must give what is needed, not just what we want to give or what we are comfortable with. We have to go and spread the Word. We have to help build the church - by doing what is needed.

· Our Sunday morning classes need teachers. 
· Wednesday evening classes need teachers. 
· The Children's Bible Hour needs volunteers. 
· The Fall Bible Event needs help of all kinds. 
· The Projection booth can always use more people. 
· What about helping out in the nursery? 
· Helping server the Lord's table in the front OR back? 
· What about helping with one of the committees? 
· How about the Outreach program on Wednesday nights?

 

There are MANY places to serve - both in front of the congregation and behind the scenes. 

 

It's not a matter of what you're comfortable with - it's a matter of where God needs you.

 

How many of us truly believe God needs us to be bench warmers and nothing else?

 

Where can you serve? And where is God asking you to serve?

 

What excuse will we use today? How about tomorrow? The Next day? What will happen if we are taken home BEFORE we've done what God needs? What will we do THEN? We have to stand before Him and tell Him why:

 

12 So then every one of us shall give account of himself to God. (Romans 14:12)
 

14 For God shall bring every work into judgment, with every secret thing, whether it be good, or whether it be evil. (Ecclesiastes 12:14)

 

10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad. (II Corinthians 5:10)
12 And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were opened: and another book was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out of those things which were written in the books, according to their works. 13 And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and death and hell delivered up the dead which were in them: and they were judged every man according to their works. (Revelation 20:12-13)

 

Steve Kenis, Peter Ustinov's agent, told the  BBC News 24 that Peter very highly valued his role as a Unicef ambassador. 

 

Brothers and sisters, we are God's ambassadors - and we should value that very highly! We should never forget what we have been given, or how high a cost it was.

I know that there are those who WANT to help out but can’t – not won’t but can’t.

For if there be first a willing mind, it is accepted according to that a man hath, and not according to that he hath not. (2 Corinthians 8:12)

This isn’t just about money and things. Look at what God told David:

And the LORD said unto David my father, Whereas it was in thine heart to build a house unto my name, thou didst well that it was in thine heart. (I Kings 8:18)

It’s where our hearts are!
We should be like Saul of Tarsus, on the road to Damascus. Let me give you three things we can take from that meeting on the road to Damascus

 

1. Recognize when God is calling us to do something
 

3 And as he journeyed, he came near Damascus: and suddenly there shined round about him a light from heaven: 4 And he fell to the earth, and heard a voice saying unto him, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me? 5 And he said, Who art thou, Lord? And the Lord said, I am Jesus whom thou persecutest: it is hard for thee to kick against the pricks. (Acts 9:3-5)

 

2. Ask God what He wants of us - be clear on the matter - He WILL answer you!
 

6 And he trembling and astonished said, Lord, what wilt thou have me to do? And the Lord said unto him, Arise, and go into the city, and it shall be told thee what thou must do. (Acts 9: 6)

 

3. Do it!
7 And the men which journeyed with him stood speechless, hearing a voice, but seeing no man. 8 And Saul arose from the earth; and when his eyes were opened, he saw no man: but they led him by the hand, and brought him into Damascus. (Acts 9:7-8)

 

Look at what Andrew, Peter, James and John did when they were called:

 

16 As Jesus walked beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen. 17 "Come, follow me," Jesus said, "and I will make you fishers of men." 18 At once they left their nets and followed him. 19 When he had gone a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John in a boat, preparing their nets. 20 Without delay he called them, and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men and followed him. (Mark 1:16-20)

 

They didn't stop to ponder it. They didn't talk about how uncomfortable they might be. They didn't look around to make sure Jesus wasn't making a mistake.

 

They immediately got up and followed Him.

 

If we truly want to see a revival in our lives. If we truly want people to see God IN us and not just hear about God FROM us, we MUST do what is asked because if He is asking He needs US. As we are, right now - not tomorrow, not next week!

 

If we don't study His word, or don't pray - how will we ever hear His voice? If we don't ever do what He asks how do we expect to truly live for Him?

 
But is this enough? Many people will say that they serve God, and yet their actions say differently. True Christians, today, have an uphill battle. We are identified with such groups as The Klu-Klux-Klan or the Arian Nation, with both World Wars I and II, with the Spanish Inquisition, and with the bloody Crusades. There are MANY other examples of what people do in the NAME of God, but not truly FOR God – Like Saul of Tarsus. His mindset was “I am serving God”, but was he? If he was, why did Jesus stop him on that road?
Is just saying we’re a Christian good enough? The world is watching! They are waiting to see if we, like other so-called Christians, are living the life the Bible says or just the bits and pieces we believe and want to believe?

 

Let me give you an example:

 

30 And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength: this is the first commandment. (Mark 12:30)

 

It’s a lifestyle, church. Not something to put on and take off once or twice a week. You either do or you don’t. You have it or you’re just faking it. There IS no middle ground. There IS no gray area.

 

31 And the second is like, namely this, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. There is none other commandment greater than these. (Mark 12:31)

 Again, a lifestyle. Do we truly love our neighbor – not just our Christian neighbor?

 

Who IS our neighbor? Are they just our brothers and sisters in Christ? Or the people who occupy the house next door to us? What about those people who are nice to us?

No! EVERYONE is our neighbor. It’s easy to say that everyone is our neighbor, and yet, it seems to be harder to truly LOVE them, especially those who are not so much like us. Let’s get personal! Let’s put some faces to some of the people we don’t always – or maybe never –look at as our neighbors.

· The child molester who just moved next door.

· The prostitute living down the street.

· The drug addict that stole your TV last week.

· The serial killer, just released from prison, who is knocking on your door to sell you something.

· The rapist who is trying to decide if they should come in and sit down or not.

· The drunk driver who totaled your car and killed your child.

· The Muslim sitting beside you on the park bench.

 

Jesus didn’t say love only your GOOD neighbors, or those who do good to you. No! What DID He say?

43 Ye have heard that it hath been said, Thou shalt love thy neighbor, and hate thine enemy. 44 But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you; 

 

Why???

 
45 That ye may be the children of your Father which is in heaven: for he maketh his sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust. 46 For if ye love them which love you, what reward have ye? do not even the publicans the same? 47 And if ye salute your brethren only, what do ye more than others? do not even the publicans so? 48 Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect. (Matthew 5:43-48)
Conclusion:

 

Brothers and sisters – we are to hate the SIN - NOT the SINNER. And not hate the sinner FOR the sin! For what were we, and what are we if not sinners? 

 

God need us to lose our pride, or our hate to serve Him! So we MUST let GO the reigns of our life and let HIM guide us.

 

We must release ourselves into His arms and trust HIM to guide us – because until we do, we will NEVER be able to truly give what is needed. We’ll just give anything and everything else – and that’s not what God wants!

If we don’t live it, if it isn’t a LIFESTYLE, what is it? Is it only a party hat to put on to please those around us? It HAS to be a lifestyle, a way of life. We must eat it, breath it, dream about it. We must want to be like our departed brothers Paul, and Peter, and John – and ALL the rest who learned that it truly is the ONLY lifestyle worth living. To do what is asked. To give what is needed.

The lesson is yours. If your lifestyle isn't the lifestyle that Christ teaches, or if you need to be baptized for the forgiveness of your sins, please come while we all stand and sing.
