A casting call is a notice put out by a producer, art director or casting director for an opportunity in a film, video, commercial or print project. Early last century, Lon Chaney struggled hard waiting hours in casting call lines. And when he would hear what the director was looking for, he would open up his makeup box and start transforming himself into what was being looked for. Although he was one of a handful of people who single-handedly changed Hollywood, that was not his goal. His goal was to make sure that he was the one selected. No matter what he had to do, he wanted to be the best at the profession he had chosen. Near the end of his life, Lon Chaney achieved his goal.

 

By 1923, Chaney was known as "The Man of a Thousand Faces" for his ability to transform himself into any type of character. His roles ranged from pirate, to Chinese shipwreck survivor, to tough Marine sergeant, to Russian peasant during the Russian revolution, to Mandarin, to circus clown, to crusty railroad engineer, to Fagin in "Oliver Twist" (1922). 

 

He no longer had to wait hours upon hours in a casting call line. No, the directors and producers came to him. They came to him because they needed someone exactly like him. He had done his very best for so long, they knew what to expect of him. They knew that he was always prepared to do what was asked. He was always prepared for anything they would ask. He was prepared for ANYTHING - but his death. He died of a throat hemorrhage at the age of 47.

The Bible is full of people doing God's work. Being the best that they can be. Working hard to perfect that which they do. And yet not all of these people are doing God's work for God. People who were not truly prepared for God. 

 

Reading Judges 13 - 16 we see Samson doing God's work. He kills Philistines. But is he doing this FOR God? In the very beginning, an Angel tells Samson's parents that Samson will be a Nazarite. So what is a Nazarite, and what are the rules of a Nazarite? A Nazarite is one who lives apart from others. They have made a vow of abstinence. What about the rules?

3 He shall separate himself from wine and strong drink, and shall drink no vinegar of wine, or vinegar of strong drink, neither shall he drink any liquor of grapes, nor eat moist grapes, or dried. 4 All the days of his separation shall he eat nothing that is made of the vine tree, from the kernels even to the husk. 5 All the days of the vow of his separation there shall no razor come upon his head: until the days be fulfilled, in the which he separateth himself unto the LORD, he shall be holy, and shall let the locks of the hair of his head grow. 6 All the days that he separateth himself unto the LORD he shall come at no dead body. 7 He shall not make himself unclean for his father, or for his mother, for his brother, or for his sister, when they die: because the consecration of his God is upon his head. 8 All the days of his separation he is holy unto the LORD. 9 And if any man die very suddenly by him, and he hath defiled the head of his consecration; then he shall shave his head in the day of his cleansing, on the seventh day shall he shave it. 10 And on the eighth day he shall bring two turtles, or two young pigeons, to the priest, to the door of the tabernacle of the congregation: 11 And the priest shall offer the one for a sin offering, and the other for a burnt offering, and make an atonement for him, for that he sinned by the dead, and shall hallow his head that same day. (Numbers 6:3-11)

 

We see that Samson liked the Philistine women, and constantly went back to them time and time again. And is even cajoled by Delilah. Three time she begs him for the secret of his strength. Three times the Philistines come to get him, and three time they see he lied to Delilah. She begs and pleads with him until he gives up the secret to his strength.

 

He is given a gift from God and WILLINGLY gives it up to please the flesh. And so God punishes Samson. He allows Samson to be captured, blinded, thrown into prison, and harassed constantly. It isn't until Samson realizes that what he was doing wasn't being done FOR God that he repents. It is only at that point when he realizes he needs to be prepared for God, and willing to do God's work for God. It is then God returns to him.

 

How many of us have thrown away what God has given us to please the flesh? How many of us have either left God or know people who have left God or this flesh. I can tell you from personal experience that God will allow you to go and will allow you to be blinded, made a prisoner of this world and tormented by the evil one.  And until we realize that we not only need God but need to be prepared for Him, we will stay in that blind, tormented prison cell. But once we do wake up to the fact that we can come back to Him and it is HIS work we need to do, and do it FOR Him, He is there with open arms – running to meet us – just like the prodigal son.

Look at the scribes and Pharisees. How many of them were doing God's work? They taught the people about God. They sacrificed at the alter. They read from the laws of Moses. They were doing God's work as their predecessors had taught them. They acted like they were taught to act - and by definition, they were doing God's work. But were they doing it FOR God?

Look at some of these so-called praise songs and praise singers on the radio today. They claim that they are spreading God’s Word and doing God’s work. But who are they really doing this for? Listen closely to the words. A LOT of these songs can be secularly as well. There is no defined or verbalized God or Jesus in the words. Oh, I know we can TAKE the songs as praise to God – but are they really singing God’s praises? I have read reviews where some have actually stated that by not mentioning God the can spread God’s Word to more people. It’s implied – so the people get the message. But do they? Christians will because we are LISTENING for it – but what about the rest of the world. What it REALLY means is that they can make more sales, not that they are reaching more people. I have heard some of these so-called praise songs on stations that secular songs of the same style, and you can’t tell the difference. 
If I hear a song that talks about loving someone or being loved by someone, but not mentioning God, how do I know that it IS about God? Who are they REALLY doing this for? Only God knows for sure, but I find it hard to believe that someone who really wants to spread God’s Word won’t use His name anywhere in their work. And yes, I am sure that there ARE some who feel that they really ARE doing this for God. But does that mean they are?
 

Saul thought he was doing God's work FOR God - before he was stopped on the road to Damascus.

 

So we can clearly see that just because someone is doing God's work, it doesn't mean they are doing it FOR God. And it doesn't mean that God is pleased. We must do God's work, for God as God says we should. Any other way and we are not being prepared for Him.

 

How many of us grew up in the church? How many of our children think that they can get to heaven on OUR faith, and not their own? How many of us truly do God's work for God, and not for our parents, our grand-parents, our children, or even ourselves?

 

If we are not doing God's work for God - should we have any expectation of going to heaven?

 

22 Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? 23 And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity. (Matthew 7:22-23)

 

We know that not everyone will get to go to heaven - even those doing God's work. So who will?

 

Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven. (Matthew 7:21)

 

Notice that Jesus doesn't say "Some of God's will", or "Any of God's Will" - but "those who DO God's will". This is His WHOLE will! We should not pick and choose which part we want to do or are comfortable doing.
  

In Matthew 24, Jesus is talking to His disciples about the end times and what to expect. And even let’s them know what they, themselves will see in their own lifetime. In chapter 25 He is talking about who shall enter Heaven - and who won't make it. He makes it quite clear that ONLY those who are prepared will make it!
 

He gives us the parable of the 10 virgins - or bridesmaids depending on your translation. 10 people who are all thinking that they will make it into heaven.
 

Five were wise - or prepared, and five were foolish - or unprepared.

 

1 Then shall the kingdom of heaven be likened unto ten virgins, which took their lamps, and went forth to meet the bridegroom. 2 And five of them were wise, and five were foolish. 3 They that were foolish took their lamps, and took no oil with them: 4 But the wise took oil in their vessels with their lamps. (Matthew 25:1-4)

 
No one knew the Bridegroom would come while everyone was sleeping. But He did. He came in the middle of the night, and called EVERYONE to meet Him. And so everyone went. The day of judgment WILL come, whether we are prepared or not, whether we are ready or not!
 

5 While the bridegroom tarried, they all slumbered and slept. 6 And at midnight there was a cry made, Behold, the bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet him. 7 Then all those virgins arose, and trimmed their lamps. (Matthew 25:5-7)

 

Everyone got ready to meet Him, but the unprepared realized that they had run out of time. 

 
8 And the foolish said unto the wise, Give us of your oil; for our lamps are gone out. 9 But the wise answered, saying, Not so; lest there be not enough for us and you: but go ye rather to them that sell, and buy for yourselves. 10 And while they went to buy, the bridegroom came; and they that were ready went in with him to the marriage: and the door was shut. (Matthew 25:8-10)
 

Where were those who thought that they could be ready to our Lord by someone else's faith? Or could get in because they grew up in the church? Or those who thought they still had plenty of time? Or even those who walked away from God and have not realized their need? They were left to go get their own oil, and yet, by then it will be too late! 
 

11 Afterward came also the other virgins, saying, Lord, Lord, open to us. 12 But he answered and said, Verily I say unto you, I know you not. (Matthew 25:11-12)
 

We must ALWAYS be prepared. And the very first step oto being prepared is to be baptized for the forgiveness of our sins. Mark 16:16, I Peter 3:21, Acts 2:28 and Acts 22:16 make this abundantly clear, as do other verses.
 

What does this mean? 

Study God's Word (John 5:39,2 Timothy 2:15)

Love one another (John 13:34) 

Go and teach (Mark 16:15-16, 2 Timothy 4:2-4)

Love God with every fiber of our being (Matthew 22:37)

Love our neighbor as our self (Matthew 22:39)

Give to ANYONE who asks (Matthew 5:42; 10:42). 

Sing our hearts out (Colossians 3:16; Ephesians 5:19). 

Pray always (Ephesians 6:18). 
Bear good fruit (Philippians 1:11; 4:15-17). 

Increase our faith in God (John 6:29). 

Exhort one another every day (Hebrews 3:13). 

 

But is that all there is? Is doing all of this enough? Is this all the work God wants of us? 
 
· Feed the hungry, give a drink to the thirsty, help strangers, clothe the naked, visit the sick (Matthew 25:34-40) 
 

How many us see homeless people at least once a week or so? I don't mean that they register in our pupils - I mean how many of us actually NOTICE them? Look at what they are doing - begging - asking for alms. Jesus NEVER said give alms to the truly needy and ignore those who did this to themselves. He never said, only give alms to those who honestly need it and forget those who are doing this as a way to get out of working a 9 to 5 job. What did He say?

 
31 But rather seek ye the kingdom of God; and all these things shall be added unto you. 32 Fear not, little flock; for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom. 33 Sell that ye have, and give alms; provide yourselves bags which wax not old, a treasure in the heavens that faileth not, where no thief approacheth, neither moth corrupteth. 34 For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also. (Luke 12:31-34)

 

We are to give alms - help those asking for help and don't judge them for what they are doing. You never know who they may be:

 

Be not forgetful to entertain strangers: for thereby some have entertained angels unawares. (Hebrews 13:2)

 

We are to seek God's kingdom first and foremost. We are to be prepared! Believe, be baptized, read His Word, meditate on it, pray, and listen to His still and quiet voice as He directs us.
 

· We are to Bear one another's burdens (Galatians 6:2). 
· Comfort one in trouble (2 Corinthians 1:4). 
 
There was a family who met regularly with a group of Christians (from the church). This family was in both financial and marital trouble, but they didn't go around talking about either. When everyone got together this family brought all that they could afford for their part of the meal - peanut butter and jelly sandwiches. Sadly, this family was told by these good Christian brothers and sisters that this family could eat what THEY brought, and not share in the nicer meal that everyone else brought. They were also told that they needed to manage their money better.

 

15 If a brother or sister be naked, and destitute of daily food, 16 And one of you say unto them, Depart in peace, be ye warmed and filled; notwithstanding ye give them not those things which are needful to the body; what doth it profit? (James 2:15-16)

 

This family broke apart and one of the spouses, who wasn't a Christian, decided that they had seen enough "Christian" love. Now this family is really torn apart. 

 

According to the laws in every state, if we sit back and watch a crime being committed and we do NOTHING to try and stop it, then we can and will be charged with being an accessory to that crime. Simply put - we are guilty by not getting involved. 

 

Did anyone try and stop those doing this? No! So then EVERYONE who knew it was happening and did nothing are guilty of that same sin. If we just sit back and watch something happening - regardless of why we do nothing - we are an accomplice to that sin. And when we sin against another person - who are we really sinning against? 

 

The sad part is that this is a real story that happened in the church of Christ. Who are WE to judge another's financial situation? And who are WE to withhold food to a needy family - with children? Especially in our own midst?

 

· Warn the unruly (1 Thessalonians 5:14). 
· Restore one overtaken (Galatians 6:1). 
 

How can anyone of us say we are doing God's work for God when we lack doing so much? If we fill one area, but ignore many others, are we really doing God's work - or are we just doing that part which we want to? How can we say that we are prepared for Him, when we refuse to do ANY or ALL that He asks of us?

 

23 Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye pay tithe of mint and anise and cummin, and have omitted the weightier matters of the law, judgment, mercy, and faith: these ought ye to have done, and not to leave the other undone. (Matthew 23:23)

“Woe unto you, hypocrites”  - How many of us feel the sting of those words by our Lord? I KNOW I do! Why? Because I, myself, have picked and chosen what I WANT to give and NOT what I NEED to give. What work I WILL and WON’T do!
If we truly love God with every fiber of out being, wouldn't we be asking HOW can we help others instead of WHY? Wouldn't we make sure that 

 

To be prepared means knowing what the Bible says and to understand God's will for our own individual lives. Not trying to figure out what it is for someone else. Many in the world, and many in the churches of Christ, get their only Bible study through a teacher or preacher. But this isn't what the Bible teaches. 

 

The Bible teaches that we – individuals, each and EVERY one of us - are to study His word to show ourselves approved to HIM (2 Timothy 2:15). 

 

How can we study if we only open our Bibles on Sunday morning or evening? How can we know His will? How can we be prepared if we're never preparing? 

 

How can we say that we are prepared when we constantly ignore that quiet voice that tells us to turn right instead of left? If we never listen for when that still voice tells us to push onward, not fall back? If we shutout the voice that tells that we should be on our knees because our hearts aren't right with Him can we really say we know Him? Don't we know that the voice very well could be His Spirit trying to guide us? But if we never listen, if we never TRY that voice we will never know - and we will never be prepared.

 

Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God: because many false prophets are gone out into the world. (I John 4:1)

  

To be prepared for God also means not waiting until someone has come into our building. What did Jesus say - "Go into the world and bring them to church"? No - "Go into all the world and preach the Gospel". We are to go to them not just encourage them to come to us. 
 Being prepared means that we truly start acting like servants and stop acting like free agents. Remember, Jesus gave His love, His blood, and His life for us. What are we willing to give up for Him? What is more important to us than serving Him? 
 

We don't know when He will return, but if we aren't prepared what will happen to us?


Watch therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the hour wherein the Son of man cometh. (Matthew 25:13)

I want to leave you with one final thought - 

 It is a dreadful, terrible, terrifying, fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God. (Hebrews 10:31)
How many of us are truly prepared to face the one true and living God? How many of us are doing all that we can - and that includes helping our brothers and sisters and EVERYone else in their struggles? How many of us, if we were to truly look in the mirror of our lives can say - "I am ready Lord, take me now"? And how many of us would beg for just one more year, month, day, hour, minute? Just one more chance to do His Will?
 

The lesson is yours. If we can help you in any way, please come while we all stand and sing.

 

