There was a very rich rancher who had so much land it would take him several days to go to town and back. He had a very large family, who all lived with him.. 

 

One day he came home with a little girl.

 

"This is Janie", he told his family. "She'll be living with us. Make her feel at home. And give her what she needs."

 

Janie was dirty, her clothes were really ragged , her hair was a mess, and she smelled bad from lack of bathing for months.
 

The oldest son came over and hugged her and welcomed her. The other slowly came by and murmured their hellos.

 

The father said that he and oldest son had to go into town and asked the others to take care of Janie until they returned.

 

Janie was a handful. She was very needy, she didn't listen to anyone, and she left huge messes everywhere she went. She never seemed to pay attention to things, and she was always getting in the others' way.

 

After a few days the children grumbled about how messy Janie was and how she never listened to them. Finally several of the older children came over to her and told her she wasn't really fitting in. That she really didn't belong in THEIR family. That , in their opinion, she would be better off going back to wherever she came from and she was better off just leaving.

 

She said that they were right. "None of you ever came up to me and gave me a REAL hug or handshake. They way you ignored me from the moment I came here told me you REALLY didn't want me here. After all NONE of you had ever gone out of your way to really help me.”
 

"Sure we tried", the children complained.

 

"No," she insisted. "You just told me the rules and said for me to obey them. You said because you've been here all your life you knew what the rules meant and I had to listen to them. 

 

"You never gave me the love or encouragement I needed. When I lived out in the gutters I had always heard about this family and thought I wanted to be a part of it, but now that I see how this family REALLY is, I'm glad not to be part of it."

 

Janie packed what little she had come with and left leaving everything else behind.

 

The next morning the father and oldest son came home.  They enquired about Janie.

 

"Oh she left", the children explained. "She didn't really belong anyway, after all it's not like she as really a part of our family."

 

The father's grew angry and he stepped outside before he did something he knew he would regret.

 

The oldest son went upstairs and brought down a large steamer trunk.

 

In side, the children saw packets of papers, each packet had one of their names on it, and inside were adoption papers.
 

"Have you forgotten that I am the only real son", the oldest son asked. "We went to town to start the adoption process. The same process we went through for each and every one of you. We treated each of you like a natural born child. Why couldn't you have treated Janie the same way?"

 

John 1:12 But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name: 

John 1:13 Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. 

When someone first becomes a Christian it is then that they need the love and support of their fellow brothers and sisters. They face one of their hardest struggles. Satan will be fighting them hard because he just lost them, and he wants them back.

 

It is our duty to help, love, and encourage these little ones. We've all been there, and know how hard it can be. And we should do all we can to help them.

 

Doesn’t He command us to “Love one another as He has loved us”?

What about those who are not part of our Christian family? What about the lost? Doesn't the second greatest commandment tell us that we should help, love and encourage THEM as well?

Matthew 22:39 And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. 

We know we're not to judge others or we will be judged.

 

Matthew 7:1 Judge not, that ye be not judged. 

Matthew 7:2 For with what judgment ye judge, ye shall be judged: and with what measure ye mete, it shall be measured to you again. 
 

Someone I know came to visit a while back, and we went to a local restaurant. Our waiter had all the mannerisms of a homosexual. He also had a large bandage over his cheek. 

This person immediately stated "He has aids" and proceeded to tell me how, in their mind, they knew this. It was obvious to them this man was gay, and the bandage hid a lesion, something that is common with aids.

I asked how they knew he hadn't cut himself shaving or something else. Their answer was that they just knew it.

 

I felt terrible - not because the waiter was obviously gay, or possibly had aids, but because this person couldn't past the sin and see the sinner. They had only hate for this man – someone they had never even met before.

Yet, let a friend of this person be caught in a fornicating or adulterous relationship and this person would have had harsh words followed by something like, "But they're only human” or “God will forgive them”.

Matthew 7:3 And why beholdest thou the mote that is in thy brother's eye, but considerest not the beam that is in thine own eye? 

Matthew 7:4 Or how wilt thou say to thy brother, Let me pull out the mote out of thine eye; and, behold, a beam is in thine own eye?

There are people out there who do not “give unto Caesar’s what is Caesar’s” by cheating the IRS who will quickly condemn others for being gay, having abortions, and any number of other “worse” sins.

I’m not saying we should accept the sins. But we should accept the sinners.

Paul tells us in his first letter to the Corinthians that there are many things that can and will prevent us from our adopted heritage. He lists 10 things, of which 40% is of a sexual nature.

 

1Co 6:9 Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Be not deceived: neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with mankind, 

1Co 6:10 Nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of God.

The NIV says this:

1Co 6:9 Do you not know that the wicked will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: Neither the sexually immoral nor idolaters nor adulterers nor male prostitutes nor homosexual offenders 

1Co 6:10 nor thieves nor the greedy nor drunkards nor slanderers nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God. 

No one who is sexually immoral, idol worshipers, thieves, greedy people, drunks, slanderers, or swindlers will get into heaven.

That covers almost everyone. But what we need to look at is this:

 

What Jesus did with the Great Commission is to put His faithful between sinners and the gates of hell, and not stopping at the sin. If we step aside for some people because of their sin, if we don’t show ALL people the TRUE love of Jesus in us, what are we doing?

Are we going to all we like and preach the gospel?
Are we going into "all the world" and preaching the gospel to those who look, act, and talk like us?
Are we going into all the world and preaching the gospel to all creation who we feel deserves it?
Or are we, as Jesus commanded, going into all the world and preaching the gospel to ALL creation? Showing the same love and compassion He had for us?

NO one who is living any kind of sexual lifestyle outside of marriage as God has stated in His Word is going to heaven if they die in that state. That does not solely encompass the homosexual community, but ANYONE committing these types of sins. And we’re not to judge them FOR those sins. What we are supposed to do is love them, not hate them. We are to plant the seeds of the Gospel, not the condemnation of hypocrisy and hate. There are plenty of people calling themselves Christians planting these seeds of hate. 

Jesus left no room for us to determine whether the Janie's of the world were really someone who belonged or not. We, at one time, did not belong, and yet He still adopted us. In all our sin, and in all our faults He looked at our hearts. He forgave us of our sins. Shouldn't we treat all people the same, regardless of race, creed, color, religious background, or sexual orientation? Shouldn’t we be showing everyone Christian love? Showing them first and foremost Jesus? Shouldn't we teach them Jesus first? And what they need to do AFTER?

 

Back in the time of Jesus there were the religious righteous. Those who knew what the law stated, and yet didn't exactly follow it precisely.

Jesus told us that our righteousness was supposed to be better than the righteousness of the religious righteous. 

Matthew 5:20 For I say unto you, That except your righteousness shall exceed the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter into the kingdom of heaven. 

 

So what was the righteousness of the Religious Righteous?

1. They looked down their noses at anyone who wasn't like they were:

Luk 5:29 And Levi made him a great feast in his own house: and there was a great company of publicans and of others that sat down with them. 

Luk 5:30 But their scribes and Pharisees murmured against his disciples, saying, Why do ye eat and drink with publicans and sinners? 

 

1. They thought the letter of the law was the important part of the law

Luk 6:6 And it came to pass also on another sabbath, that he entered into the synagogue and taught: and there was a man whose right hand was withered. 

Luk 6:7 And the scribes and Pharisees watched him, whether he would heal on the sabbath day; that they might find an accusation against him. 

 

1. They wanted to kill anyone who might take away their positions or titles
 

Matthew 12:10 And, behold, there was a man which had his hand withered. And they asked him, saying, Is it lawful to heal on the sabbath days? that they might accuse him. 

Matthew 12:11 And he said unto them, What man shall there be among you, that shall have one sheep, and if it fall into a pit on the sabbath day, will he not lay hold on it, and lift it out? 

Matthew 12:12 How much then is a man better than a sheep? Wherefore it is lawful to do well on the sabbath days. 

Matthew 12:13 Then saith he to the man, Stretch forth thine hand. And he stretched it forth; and it was restored whole, like as the other. 

Matthew 12:14 Then the Pharisees went out, and held a council against him, how they might destroy him. 

 

But Jesus had a different form of righteousness

 

1. He wasn't afraid of those who had diseases or lives filled with sin
 

Mar 1:40 And there came a leper to him, beseeching him, and kneeling down to him, and saying unto him, If thou wilt, thou canst make me clean. 

Mar 1:41 And Jesus, moved with compassion, put forth his hand, and touched him, and saith unto him, I will; be thou clean. 

Mar 1:42 And as soon as he had spoken, immediately the leprosy departed from him, and he was cleansed. 

 

1. Jesus didn't take heed to a person's social standing. He knew everyone needed His love. He was there for everyone, regardless of their social or religious standing.
 

Mar 5:22 And, behold, there cometh one of the rulers of the synagogue, Jairus by name; and when he saw him, he fell at his feet, 

Mar 5:23 And besought him greatly, saying, My little daughter lieth at the point of death: I pray thee, come and lay thy hands on her, that she may be healed; and she shall live. 

Mar 5:24 And Jesus went with him; and much people followed him, and thronged him. 

Mar 5:25 And a certain woman, which had an issue of blood twelve years, 

Mar 5:26 And had suffered many things of many physicians, and had spent all that she had, and was nothing bettered, but rather grew worse, 

Mar 5:27 When she had heard of Jesus, came in the press behind, and touched his garment. 

Mar 5:28 For she said, If I may touch but his clothes, I shall be whole. 

Mar 5:29 And straightway the fountain of her blood was dried up; and she felt in her body that she was healed of that plague. 

Mar 5:30 And Jesus, immediately knowing in himself that virtue had gone out of him, turned him about in the press, and said, Who touched my clothes? 

Mar 5:31 And his disciples said unto him, Thou seest the multitude thronging thee, and sayest thou, Who touched me? 

Mar 5:32 And he looked round about to see her that had done this thing. 

Mar 5:33 But the woman fearing and trembling, knowing what was done in her, came and fell down before him, and told him all the truth. 

Mar 5:34 And he said unto her, Daughter, thy faith hath made thee whole; go in peace, and be whole of thy plague. 

 

1. Jesus looked past the sins and saw the sinners
 

Joh 8:3 And the scribes and Pharisees brought unto him a woman taken in adultery; and when they had set her in the midst, 

Joh 8:4 They say unto him, Master, this woman was taken in adultery, in the very act. 

Joh 8:5 Now Moses in the law commanded us, that such should be stoned: but what sayest thou? 

He knew their hearts, and the hatred that was in them. What about the woman? He knew what her sin was. He looked past her sin and saw the sinner.

And in seeing the sinner, He saw the need.

Joh 8:10 When Jesus had lifted up himself, and saw none but the woman, he said unto her, Woman, where are those thine accusers? hath no man condemned thee? 

Joh 8:11 She said, No man, Lord. And Jesus said unto her, Neither do I condemn thee: go, and sin no more. 

If He only saw the sin, is there any doubt to what her demise would have been?

 

Even in His greatest physical pain and agony - he looked past the sin

 

Luk 23:39 And one of the malefactors which were hanged railed on him, saying, If thou be Jesus, save thyself and us. 

Luk 23:40 But the other answering rebuked him, saying, Dost not thou fear God, seeing thou art in the same condemnation? 

Luk 23:41 And we indeed justly; for we receive the due reward of our deeds: but this man hath done nothing amiss. 

Luk 23:42 And he said unto Jesus, Lord, remember me when thou comest into thy kingdom. 

Luk 23:43 And Jesus said unto him, Verily I say unto thee, To day shalt thou be with me in paradise. 

If Jesus never saw past the sin, if He never saw the sinner hanging next to Him, where would this thief be now? He wouldn’t be in paradise with our Lord.

For that matter, if He never saw past our sins, would we have that better hope of heaven today?

 

Why is it that so many people who call themselves Christians see only the sin - like the world does? Why is it that even when we are supposed to be close to Jesus, so many pick and choose who God is for?

Mar 10:46 And they came to Jericho: and as he went out of Jericho with his disciples and a great number of people, blind Bartimaeus, the son of Timaeus, sat by the highway side begging. 

Mar 10:47 And when he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to cry out, and say, Jesus, thou Son of David, have mercy on me. 

Mar 10:48 And many charged him that he should hold his peace: but he cried the more a great deal, Thou Son of David, have mercy on me. 

While Bartimaeus was trying to get to Jesus, many that were around Jesus told him to be quiet. In essence - Jesus wasn't for him. That Bartimaeus didn't really belong in this group. And yet we see Jesus thinks differently.

 

Mar 10:49 And Jesus stood still, and commanded him to be called. And they call the blind man, saying unto him, Be of good comfort, rise; he calleth thee. 

Mar 10:50 And he, casting away his garment, rose, and came to Jesus. 

Mar 10:51 And Jesus answered and said unto him, What wilt thou that I should do unto thee? The blind man said unto him, Lord, that I might receive my sight. 

Mar 10:52 And Jesus said unto him, Go thy way; thy faith hath made thee whole. And immediately he received his sight, and followed Jesus in the way. 

 

How many of us have gone out of our way to find the Janie's out there? Unlike in the story, a lot of real Janie's dress and act a lot like we do. They talk like we do, live in our neighborhoods. Some may even be going to this congregation. 

 

If we want to make sure that we truly welcome the, that means we have to go to them and not expect them to come to us. It means we sincerely greet each and every person we meet - not just those we prefer. It means spending time with those we don’t know. We need to get to know them. We need find out what their needs are, and not assume someone else ha taken care of this. This is what Jesus taught in both the way He lived and the words He used. It’s not wrong to spend time with people we know, love and care for. But we have to make sure we have enough time to spend with those we don’t know.
 

Matthew 5:46 For if ye love them which love you, what reward have ye? do not even the publicans the same? 

Matthew 5:47 And if ye salute your brethren only, what do ye more than others? do not even the publicans so? 

Matthew 5:48 Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect. 

 

There are Janie's all over the place, all we have to do is look. There may be one sitting right beside, in front or behind you. If we haven't taken the time to truly get to know someone, how will we know their needs? If we haven't taken the time to ask what others need - not just those we're closest to, but everyone - how will we know what to do? We cannot expect them to make the first move. We must make that first move. 

 

He sent us into all the world to teach the world about Him. He is still sending us today, and the world needs us a lot - even if the world can't see it. We are to carry His light into the darkness. We are to find the Janie's, find out their needs, and teach them about Jesus. We aren't to look at their sins and judge them. We're to look at the sinner and love them. If we don’t see past the sin and see the sinner, how can we expect them to hear us? The world is watching us. They’re testing us. There are many who want the truth, but they want to see if we truly are the people we call ourselves. Brothers and sisters, when we don’t see past their sins, they know. They know just how far our eyes have gone. They know if we’ve judged them by their sins or not. And if we can’t see past their sins, we’ll never be heard by the sinner. They will shut us out. It won’t matter how hard we try, we’re just one more hate mongering hypocrite in their eyes. But when we see past their sin, and they see us looking at them – not judging them, not accusing them, not condemning them – it is then that God can use us to spread His Word. We were never called to judge, we were called to teach. We who are called by His name are called to look for the good in ALL people. To see the sinner and not get blocked by the sin.

 

The lesson is yours...
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