Back in the days of the knights, Dukes and Earls were the protectors of small towns and bergs. They were to keep the peace, and ensure the well being of the citizenship. Their authority came from the king.

 

But sometimes a town would revolt. They would fight against their oppressors. They would ignore the laws set by those who were trying to protect them.

 

In the worst cases the Dukes and Earls would have to finally teach those towns a lesson. The hardest lesson to learn was when the Dukes or Earls would pull all support and protection from those towns, leaving them unprotected. This was considered the hardest because without the protection of the castle bandits, raiders, famine and everything else under the sun could and would go after these unprotected places. But what happens when God takes away His protection from us?

 

The Bible teaches us that we are to obey ALL those who are put in charge, not just those we wish to follow. We are to obey all the laws of man, regardless if we think the law is useless or not. 

13 Submit yourselves to every ordinance of man for the Lord's sake: whether it be to the king, as supreme; 14 Or unto governors, as unto them that are sent by him for the punishment of evildoers, and for the praise of them that do well. 15 For so is the will of God, that with well doing ye may put to silence the ignorance of foolish men: 16 As free, and not using your liberty for a cloak of maliciousness, but as the servants of God. (I Peter 2:13-16)

 
It's easy to call ourselves Christians, to talk the talk, to sound like a Christian - once or twice a week. But can we or do we walk the walk? Do we truly look at God's Word as our true guiding light? Or is it just a great book, with a lot of really great ideas?

 

If we are truly Christians, then this book is much, much more than just a great book. It is the Word of God – and it should be guiding us in this journey on earth. There are two ways we can take this book. With a liberal point of view or a conservative point of view. Many take the Bible with a liberal point of view while thinking they are being conservative. 

 

A liberal point of view will try to justify what we do instead of prove Biblically what we do by providing scriptures. A liberal point of view will pick and choose what verses apply to us versus them. A liberal point of view allows us to be free to partake of some fleshly pleasures, because we know that God will forgive us anyway. A theological liberal point of view is once saved always saved, so no matter what I do I'm going to heaven. A liberal point of view hears a bunch of “preacher talk” – that’s a sermon that they don’t feel truly applies to them, but the preacher has to say it anyway. A liberal point of view is that hearing a preacher preach once or twice a week is all of the Bible study one needs. A liberal point of view, regardless if those who take this view like it or agree with it, is going against God.

 

A conservative point of view is taking the sermon in and seeing where it applies to me. A conservative point of view wants to reduce the distance between the pulpit and the pew. A conservative point of view is taking the Bible for what it says - not just the printed word, or letter of the law - but the spirit of that law as well. A conservative point of view will call sin, sin, and not try to play it down as something less than wrong. A conservative point of view will prefer to err on the side of righteousness instead of on the side of the flesh that is, we see’s God’s silence as prohibitive, whereas a liberal point of view will see Biblical silence permissive.
 I have been told at times, when I have discussed my struggles with some of my brothers in Christ, that I'm too hard on myself, and that I shouldn't be.

 

But if I'm not hard on myself - who will be for me? Is there anyone who CAN be hard on ME other than me? So if I decide to take the softer way, who will stand before God and give an account for my life? No one but me. If I am too hard on myself, if I take an extremely hard conservative view of the Bible, then what is the probability that I get it all right, 100%? A lot better than if I took a softer, more liberal view of the Bible.

 

Let's take a soft, liberal view of some of the things happening in America today:

 

The fires in California - a terrible accident

AIDS - Some disease that we are trying to understand

The come back of Small Pox - We thought we had it beat, but hey – we’ll get it next time
Katrina - A nasty blow from Mother Nature

All the hurricanes and tornadoes - an annual event we should expect

 

But a strict, conservative view takes them all and says - God what are we doing wrong and how can we avoid your anger.

 

No one wants to think that AIDS, Katrina, or the California fires are a punishment from God. But if we are to truly believe the Bible what other answer is there? It doesn’t really matter how we WANT it to be - the fact is America is in a sexually and morally perverted state - as a whole.

 

Presidents commit adultery, and lie under oath. Politicians are committing sexual sins left and right. Our movies, televisions and other forms of entertainment are full of sex, violence and demonism. And Christians, as a whole, partake of these things. We not only agree but enjoy them. We pay the ticket prices to see these things, and by doing that we not only are saying we agree with the entertainment, but that we approve of it. Are we to accept these types of books and movies simply because the reasoning is that it is about good vs evil? There are those who tout that this is a Christ-like series because of that good vs evil. 
Look at movies today - there are 4 main themes:
Sex

Violence

Witchcraft

Demonism

 

We also need to look at the other side of that proverbial coin. We have those who are supposed to be Christians writing this so-called Christian Fiction. Colin Duriez,  author of The C.S. Lewis Encyclopedia, stated that “C.S. Lewis began to realize that all kinds of theological ideas could be smuggled into people's minds by writing good stories which would inculcate these kind of concepts.” And that would be a good way of describing the Narnia books, along with some of Lewis’ other writings. But here is my problem with that. To smuggle things into peoples’ minds literally means to sneak them in there without people thinking. It means that we can teach the Gospel without the Word of God because we’re using a symbolical narrative that represents the same thing  – and yet Romans 10:17 clearly states “So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.” Not “Faith comes by hiding the Word of God in allegory or fiction so we can reach more people”. If this was a truly first century church authorized way of teaching the Gospel, why didn’t ANY of the first century church use it? Because we’re in a new century now and this is the best way to reach those who don’t want to hear the Gospel? Absolutely not!

Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and today, and forever. (Hebrews 13:8)

For I am the LORD… (Malachi 3:6)
For us to hide God’s message in fantasy, fiction or other non-Biblical form is no better those who form a religion because their founder claims to have had an angel show him another proof of the Gospels hiding under a rock. We find it easy to blast them because the Bible clearly shows us that this is wrong. But doesn’t the Bible show that hiding the Word in fantasy or fiction is just not right? Where are they going to gain their faith?  Who will it be based on? Aslan? Faith comes by hearing and hearing by the Word of God. In other words - the Bible. We don’t need another form.

So where do these come from? Satan. Horror films are the number one selling movies today. And the more horrific, bloody and violent the movie, the more it sells. Harry Potter - a male witch - is touted as one of the best children's series of all time. If we allow our children to read these books or see these movies what are we really teaching them? 

 

And what is God's attitude to this? We can clearly see what His attitude is if we TRULY believe the Bible. 
Genesis 18 and 19 tells the story of Sodom and Gomorrah. He not only destroyed those two citied but He destroyed the ENTIRE valley these cities were in:

24 Then the LORD rained upon Sodom and upon Gomorrah brimstone and fire from the LORD out of heaven; 25 And he overthrew those cities, and all the plain, and all the inhabitants of the cities, and that which grew upon the ground. (Genesis 19:24-25)

These cities were so sexually perverse and debased that God destroy them and almost everything around them. 
Lot knew the evil of where he lived, but he tolerated it – and by tolerating it he agreed with it. But he knew the evil perverse nature of this city.

1 And there came two angels to Sodom at even; and Lot sat in the gate of Sodom: and Lot seeing them rose up to meet them; and he bowed himself with his face toward the ground; 2 And he said, Behold now, my lords, turn in, I pray you, into your servant's house, and tarry all night, and wash your feet, and ye shall rise up early, and go on your ways. And they said, Nay; but we will abide in the street all night. 3 And he pressed upon them greatly; and they turned in unto him, and entered into his house; and he made them a feast, and did bake unleavened bread, and they did eat.  (Genesis 19:1-3)
Lot’s first reaction when they said they’d just spend the night in the street was to press on them – stubbornly urge them NOT to sleep in the streets. Why would he do that if he didn’t know the perverseness of the city?
And when Lot told his in-laws what was going to happen and that they needed to get out of the city fast, they laughed at him.

12 And the men said unto Lot, Hast thou here any besides a son-in-law, and thy sons, and thy daughters? and whatsoever thou hast in the city, bring them out of this place: 13 For we will destroy this place, because the cry of them is waxen great before the face of the LORD; and the LORD hath sent us to destroy it. 14 And Lot went out, and spoke unto his sons-in-law, which married his daughters, and said, Up, get you out of this place; for the LORD will destroy this city. But he seemed as one that mocked unto his sons-in-law. (Genesis 19:12-14)
It’s not easy when we know that people need the saving grace of God, but they don’t want to hear it. It’s even harder for us when it’s friends and family. But at some point we have to make sure we, ourselves are ready.

Even knowing that the wrath of God was coming, Lot – like so many today – didn’t want to think it’s coming from God, or that it’s really going to happen. We’re so wrapped up in the cares and problems of this world, it just seems to surreal. And yet, God will pour out His wrath, regardless if we want to believe it or not.
15 And when the morning arose, then the angels hastened Lot, saying, Arise, take thy wife, and thy two daughters, which are here; lest thou be consumed in the iniquity of the city. 16 And while he lingered, the men laid hold upon his hand, and upon the hand of his wife, and upon the hand of his two daughters; the LORD being merciful unto him: and they brought him forth, and set him without the city. (Genesis 19:15-16)
Lot and his family had to be forcibly thrown out of their house. It’s easy to look back and say that Lot and his family SHOULD have headed out that night for the mountains. It’s easy to say because of our 20-20 hindsight. We can read the story and KNOW the outcome. But if we were in Lot’s shoes, would we have done any different?

He was going to lose his job, his house, his friends and family – EVERYTHING that we care about IN the world, he was going to lose. Who really wants to do that? And yet, if we are to live our lives for God, we can NEVER allow this kind of attitude to develop. We must always look at everything in this world as temporary.

Now that Lot realizes he MUST go and that this disaster WILL hit, it is NOW that he realizes his mistake. And he won’t make the mountain in time. It’s still dark, but the journey is long.

17 And it came to pass, when they had brought them forth abroad, that he said, Escape for thy life; look not behind thee, neither stay thou in all the plain; escape to the mountain, lest thou be consumed. 18 And Lot said unto them, Oh, not so, my Lord: 19 Behold now, thy servant hath found grace in thy sight, and thou hast magnified thy mercy, which thou hast showed unto me in saving my life; and I cannot escape to the mountain, lest some evil take me, and I die: 20  Behold now, this city is near to flee unto, and it is a little one: Oh, let me escape thither, (is it not a little one?) and my soul shall live. (Genesis 19:17-20)
Oh, you were serious about this God? How many of us have that attitude when we realize we aren’t where we should be, we’re not talking like we should be, we’re doing something that we know we shouldn’t be doing – and God punishes us. Should we really be surprised?

And yet God waited until Lot was safe in this little city oar. The only city saved from His wrath.

21 And he said unto him, See, I have accepted thee concerning this thing also, that I will not overthrow this city, for the which thou hast spoken. 22 Haste thee, escape thither; for I cannot do any thing till thou be come thither. Therefore the name of the city was called Zoar. 23 The sun was risen upon the earth when Lot entered into Zoar. (Genesis 19:21-23)

Once Lot was safe, then did God pour out His righteous judgment onto the land.

24 Then the LORD rained upon Sodom and upon Gomorrah brimstone and fire from the LORD out of heaven; 25 And he overthrew those cities, and all the plain, and all the inhabitants of the cities, and that which grew upon the ground.  (Genesis 19:24-25)

God can and will rain destruction down on this world for it’s wickedness. Why would we call His punishment anything but that? And when He does – we are not to look back in sorrow or wanting that which is being destroyed.
26 But his wife looked back from behind him, and she became a pillar of salt. (Genesis 19:26)
And when God does destroy – people can see the destruction for mile and miles.

27 And Abraham got up early in the morning to the place where he stood before the LORD: 28 And he looked toward Sodom and Gomorrah, and toward all the land of the plain, and beheld, and, lo, the smoke of the country went up as the smoke of a furnace. (Genesis 19:27-28)
NASA takes pictures every year of God’s destructive force on California. Just because God hasn’t utterly destroyed that state doesn’t mean it’s not from Him. Many will say it’s not a punishment from God, it was just allowed BY Him. But a strict conservative view of the Bible says it IS from God and it IS a punishment.
Can we really say that America is not in the same sewage pipe as Sodom and Gomorrah were? So what other conclusion can we come to? That these are just terrible, natural accidents? It’s Mother Nature.  There is nothing natural about an accident. And these aren't accidents that just happened. These are small punishments from God. And if you think these aren't small - just imagine what would happen to us today if God rained fire and brimstone down on this country.

Tolerance is not from God. God said to stand out, be strange and peculiar.

 
13 Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Savior Jesus Christ; 14 Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works. (Titus 2:13-14)

 

9 But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should show forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvelous light: 10 Which in time past were not a people, but are now the people of God: which had not obtained mercy, but now have obtained mercy. (I Peter 2:9-10)

 

We are not to be OF the world! We are to be travelers IN this world.

 

Dearly beloved, I beseech you as strangers and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts, which war against the soul; (I Peter 2:11)

 

11 Through faith also Sarah herself received strength to conceive seed, and was delivered of a child when she was past age, because she judged him faithful who had promised. 12 Therefore sprang there even of one, and him as good as dead, so many as the stars of the sky in multitude, and as the sand which is by the sea shore innumerable. 13 These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them afar off, and were persuaded of them, and embraced them, and confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth. 14 For they that say such things declare plainly that they seek a country. 15 And truly, if they had been mindful of that country from whence they came out, they might have had opportunity to have returned. 16 But now they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly: wherefore God is not ashamed to be called their God: for he hath prepared for them a city. (Hebrews 11:11-16)

 

Even Abraham realized that if he were to obtain the better prize, he had to be a stranger to this world - not a partaker of this world.

 

And what happens when many or a majority of a congregation starts to have a more liberal view of the Bible? What are some of the things that can happen?

 

There will be those who want to sow discord by flaming the fires of false accusations - but hide under the guise of wanting to do the right thing. The congregation will not grow spiritually. Members will become dissatisfied with the sermons and lessons because they're just too uncomfortable with the teachings they are given. Many will leave for various reasons - too far from our homes, things happen to slowly, they don’t feel like they are getting spiritually fed, too much indecision - and a plethora of other reasons. But these are just signs something is wrong. 

 

So what can we do?

 

We can start believing the Bible truly IS the Word of God - it's not shown by what we say, but how we live our lives. We start seeking God's will, and not trying to bend His will to our schedules or life styles and choices. We understand and believe that there can and will be consequences for NOT doing His will:

1 Unto the angel of the church of Ephesus write; These things saith he that holdeth the seven stars in his right hand who walketh in the midst of the seven golden candlesticks; 2 I know thy works, and thy labor, and thy patience, and how thou canst not bear them which are evil: and thou hast tried them which say they are apostles, and are not, and hast found them liars: 3 And hast borne, and hast patience, and for my name's sake hast labored, and hast not fainted. 4 Nevertheless I have somewhat against thee, because thou hast left thy first love. 5 Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do the first works; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will remove thy candlestick out of his place, except thou repent. 6 But this thou hast, that thou hatest the deeds of the Nicolaitanes, which I also hate. 7 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the midst of the paradise of God. (Revelation 2:1-7)

 

Brothers and sisters, the darkness of Satan is closing in on all sides. Why? Because those of us who have been given the duty of protecting the towns and bergs are falling for the lies of this world. We are allowing the enemy to come to our gates believing that we are strong enough, on our own, to defeat him. We are forgetting what God calls sin, and are starting to listen to the tolerance speeches of the world and believing them. If we are to truly be a light on a hilltop, we must get back into the Word and we must start believing the Word. We must, at all costs. We’re not here to be entertained, to get wrapped up in the cares of this world.  We must never allow ourselves to believe that the world is a good place to be, for even one second. We are travelers here - and not just travelers, but ambassadors for God. That means we represent Him here. If we misrepresent Him, people will think that this is the way God is. And there are more than enough false ambassadors. We must stand up and hold our torches high. We are the last bastion of hope. And if we fail, like the Israelites, God will find someone else to do it. So we MUST be the ones to stand on the wall. We must do it with love - not hate. We must do it for love of God. And we must do it because this is our reasonable service to our Lord and King.
We must quit taking a liberal view of God’s word and start taking it for what it says. Sin is sin – regardless of how we word it. There are no little white lies and big lies, there are lies. It isn’t an affair, its adultery. It’s not an alternative life style – it’s an abomination to God. That doesn’t mean we spit hateful words out, make false accusations against people – especially our brothers and sisters. That doesn’t mean that we gossip about people, or ostracize anyone. It means loving the sinner and hating the sin. It means we love everyone the same way, and we work towards the greater good – God’s kingdom. It means putting God first, and ourselves last. It means getting uncomfortable. It means loving God the way God wants us to love Him, not the way we want to love Him. We must always remember that we are His servants, and not His boss.

The lesson is yours. If we can help you in any way, please come right now as we all stand and sing...

