Henry was an honor student who, during his freshman year in high–school Henry started researching colleges that offered the courses he wanted. Although many offered a few of the courses he thought he needed, only one offered everything he wanted. His senior year, Henry applied to this one prestigious college. After several interviews and tests they told him that they would accept him and put him on their roles for the semester after he graduated. “But”, they cautioned him, “you must maintain at least a B average”.

 

For an honor student this was a no-brainer. Henry wasn’t really concerned. He had no real friends or a girl-friend. His studies were all he really knew.

 

Shortly after Christmas break, a new student came to Henry’s school. She sat right in front of him in his advanced trigonometry class. Her name was Sharon. Her second week in the class, she turned and looked at him. “Can I borrow a pencil?”, she asked.
 

That one look was all Henry needed, he was smitten. After class he nervously asked her if she would like to go out. For the next two months they could always be seen together. Talking, laughing, going to the movies or dinner. And with each passing week, Henry studied less and less. His grades started falling. He still tried, but not as hard. 

 

Finally, with only three weeks before graduation Sharon decided Henry just wasn't fun anymore. It was time to move on. Henry was devastated by this. He thought she loved him and cared for him. But she just wanted to have a little fun.

 

When his final report card came out, he had two low Cs and a few low Bs. It was shortly after this that he received a phone call from the prestigious college he had worked so hard to get into.

 

“Remember what we told you? You have to maintain a B average.”

 

“I know, but I can do the work”, Henry insisted.

 

“You may be able to do the work, but you didn’t maintain a B average. You fell short of the mark. We have no other choice but to drop you from our rolls.”

 

Henry was distraught. His dreams were going up in smoke. And all because he allowed something to distract him from his goal.

 

In order for any of use to get into heaven, our name MUST be written in the Book of Life.

 

Revelation 20:14 Then death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death.

Revelation 20:15 And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire.

 

Revelation 21 talks about the new heaven and new earth. Whether John is talking literally or not, verse 27 marks clearly who will be there:

 

Revelation 21:27 And there shall no wise enter into it anything that defileth, neither whatsoever worketh abomination, or maketh a lie: but they which are written in the Lamb’s book of life.

 

Is this Book of Life a new concept found only in the New Testament? I don’t believe so. After the Israelites, the chosen people of God, built a golden alter – after the Levites killed around three thousand men –Moses went and spoke to God.

 

Exodus 32:31 And Moses returned unto the LORD, and said, Oh, this people have sinned a great sin, and have made them gods of gold

Exodus 32:32 Yet now, if thou wilt forgive their sin; and if not, blot me, I pray thee, out of thy book which thou hast written.

Exodus 32:33 And the LORD said unto Moses, Whosoever hath sinned against Me, him will I blot out of my book.

 

There are those that say this is in reference to the Jewish book of records – that who’s who of the lineage of Abraham. But if it is, why does God call it HIS Book? And why would God need to blot the name out? I believe that this is the Lamb’s book of life.

 

So then how does one get into this book? If the one requirement to enter Heaven is to have our name written in this book, how does one get their name in it? It is a 5 step process.

 

1. You must Hear the Gospel (Romans 10:17)

2. You must Believe and confess that Jesus is the Son of God (John 3:16, Acts 8:36-38)
3. You must Repent of your sins (Romans 10:9-10)
4. You must be baptized for the forgiveness of your sins (Acts 2:38, Acts 22:16, Romans 6:1-6, I Peter 3:21)

 

With this simple formula, one can have their name written into the book of life. But is this a guarantee that we will make it into heaven? Didn’t God tell Moses that He can blot names out of the book?

 

Exodus 32:33 And the LORD said unto Moses, Whosoever hath sinned against Me, him will I blot out of my book.

 

How many times have you talked to someone who thought that once you were saved you were guaranteed a place in heaven?

 

Many teach this. Here is an excerpt of one such teaching. 

 

Once Saved, Always Saved – The Biblical Evidence

The Bible teaches “once saved, always saved” -- that we can be saved once and for all only through a repentant, saving faith in Jesus Christ. Once a person has accepted Christ as Savior, they may wonder if it is possible to lose that salvation. What if they commit a sin? What if they commit a lot of sins? What if they do something very, very wrong? Is it possible to be saved, and then lose that salvation? Fortunately, the answer is a resounding “no.” Once a person has accepted Jesus Christ as Savior, he/she is forever saved. This fact is referred to as the doctrine of “eternal security,” often summarized as “once saved, always saved.” 

 

Many will take this teaching and live their lives in sin.

 

And the same people who teach Once Saved Always Saved will also teach that this is not a license to commit sin.

 

But isn’t it?

 

If, once I am saved, I am always saved and NOTHING can take my salvation from me – if my place in heaven is guaranteed – then why do I HAVE to do anything but live to myself?

 

If God will not take His Spirit from me, if nothing I do will stop me from entering into Heaven – why SHOULDN’T I live life to the fullest and evilest while I am here? Why not give myself over to every fleshly pleasure I can?

 

What is there to really stop me? A stern warning? Maybe I’ll get a slap on the wrist from God when I get to Heaven, but hey – I’m getting into Heaven, right?

 

Sadly, I heard from one denominational preacher who said that “If I were to die in my sins tonight, I would still go to heaven – but I would lose the joy of my salvation”.

 

My first thought was – isn’t Heaven our joy of salvation? Our eternal rest and joyfulness of being in the presence of God?

 

I remember another denominational preacher once taught that if a person were to go back to living in sin, when the judgment came, that person would still get into heaven, but have to live outside of the new Jerusalem. Being young and in 6th grade I never questioned it. But as I got older I kept going back to that and wondering how anyone could be in such a place. Didn’t Jesus say He was going to prepare a place for us?.

 

Again, many if not all those who teach and preach this philosophy state that it is NOT a license to sin. But does the Bible actually teach us that we are 100% guaranteed to get into Heaven once we are saved? Is this truly what the Bible teaches? Look at what Paul tells the Corinthians:

 

1 Corinthians 9:27 But I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection: lest that by any means, when I have preached to others, I myself should be a cast away.

 

Does Paul believe that once he was saved he could never lose his salvation? Is he just using a metaphor to these people? Because if this is just an example for their sake why is he using present tense and why is he using himself? What is he afraid he will be cast away from?

 

The NIV says that he will be disqualified for the prize. So what prize is Paul referring to? Isn't the only prize a Christian SHOULD be looking for heaven? So did Paul believe in once save always saved? I don’t think so.

 

A lot of these Once Saved Always Saved teachers and preachers will say that if you die and go to hell, then you weren’t ever a true Christian. You didn’t really believe and have faith. But look at what Jesus taught in Matthew 7.

 

Matthew 7:21 Not every one that say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my father which is in heaven.

Matthew 7:22 Many will say unto in that day Lord, Lord, have we not prophesised in thy name and in thy name have cast out devils? And in thy name done many wonderous works?

Matthew 7:23 And then will profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity.

Are these people who are turned away and cast into hell really non-Christians doing all these wonderful thing? Or are they Christians who, for whatever reason, failed to meet the mark?

 

And in Luke 13:

Luke 13:24 Strive to enter in at the strait gate: for many, I say unto you, will seek to enter in, and shall not be able.

Luke 13:25 When once the master of the house is risen up, and hath shut the door, and ye begin to stand without, and to knock at the door, saying, Lord, Lord, open unto us; and he shall answer and say unto you, I know you not whence ye are:

Luke 13:26 Then shall ye begin to say, We have eaten and drunk in thy presence, and thou hast taught in out streets.

Luke 13:27 But he shall say, I tell you, I know you not whence ye are; depart from me all ye workers of iniquity.

 

Were these not people who thought they had faith? Weren’t these people who truly believed they were followers of Christ? 

 

If Once Saved Always Saved, why did Jesus make such a strong case against that thought?

 

Why did Paul, and Peter, and John all teach and preach about walking a straight and narrow path? Why did the Hebrew writer write with such passion about apostasy? If once I am saved I am always saved – why did these apostles feel the need to write so much about staying away from sin?

  

And what about five of the seven letters to the Asia-minor churches? If Once Saved Always Saved and if Jesus can never lie, why did He feel a drastic need for these letters?

 

Revelation 2:1 Unto the angel of the church of Ephesus write…

Revelation 2:4 Nevertheless I have somewhat against thee, because thou hast left thy first love.

Revelation 2:7 ... To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the midst of the paradise of God.

 

Revelation 2:12 And to the angel of the church in Pergamos write…

Revelation 2:14 But I have a few things against thee, because thou hast there them that hold the doctrine of Balaam, who taught Balac to cast a stumblingblock before the children of Israel, to eat things sacrificed unto idols, and to commit fornication.

Revelation 2:15 So hast thou also them that hold the doctrine of the Nicolaitans, which thing I hate.

Revelation 2:16 Repent; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will fight against them with the sword of my mouth.

Revelation 2:17 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the hidden manna, and will give him a white stone, and in the stone a new name written, which no man knoweth saving he that receiveth it.

 

Revelation 2:18 And unto the angel of the church in Thyatira write… 

Revelation 2:20 Notwithstanding I have a few things against thee, because thou sufferest that woman Jezebel, which calleth herself a prophetess, to teach and to seduce my servants to commit fornication, and to eat things sacrificed unto idols.

Revelation 2:24 But unto you I say, and unto the rest in Thyatira, as many as have not this doctrine, and which have not known the depths of Satan, as they speak; I will put upon you none other burden.

Revelation 2:25 But that which ye have already hold fast till I come.

Revelation 2:26 And he that overcometh, and keepeth my works unto the end, to him will I give power over the nations:

Revelation 2:27 And he shall rule them with a rod of iron; as the vessels of a potter shall they be broken to shivers: even as I received of my Father.

Revelation 2:28 And I will give him the morning star.

 

Revelation 3:1 And unto the angel of the church in Sardis write…

Revelation 3:2 Be watchful, and strengthen the things which remain, that are ready to die: for I have not found thy works perfect before God.

Revelation 3:5 He that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white raiment; and I will not blot out his name out of the book of life, but I will confess his name before my Father, and before his angels.

 

Revelation 3:14 And unto the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write...

Revelation 3:15 I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: I would thou wert cold or hot.

Revelation 3:16 So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of my mouth.

Revelation 3:20 Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me.

Revelation 3:21 To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I also overcame, and am set down with my Father in his throne.

 

Were these really non-Christians that Jesus wrote to?

 

In Ephesus He says that if we overcome He will let us live forever. We will have communion with the Lord forevermore.

 

In Pergamos He says that if we overcome He will give them true spiritual food. As for the white stones with a new name, many commentaries contradict and disagree. But I believe and agree with one that states that the significance is that the white stone is a sign and witness of forgiveness of sins and that the new name is a sign and testimony of newness of life in righteousness and true holiness. by putting on the new man, whom no one inwardly knows, but the spirit of man which is in him, which is not praised by men, but by God. 

 

In Thyatira He says that if we overcome, we can reign with Him forever.

 

In Sardis He says that if we overcome  He will NOT blot out our name form the book of life. 

 

And finally in Laodicea He says that if we overcome we will be Sons and Daughters of God and fellow heirs with Christ.

 

What does it mean to overcome? It means to gain the victory in our conflict with sin, and in the persecutions and trials of the world.

 

What if we don't overcome? What if we do live our lives to ourselves? Isn't it inferred that:

 

1. We will NOT have communion with Him forever?

1. We will NOT be spiritually filled or forgiven?

1. We will NOT reign with Him forever?

1. He WILL take our name out of the book of life?

1. We will NOT be Sons and Daughters of God and fellow heirs with Christ?

 

I ask this again, brothers and sisters. If Jesus believes in Once Saved Always Saved why did He feel the need to author these terrible warnings? Warnings that spell death and hell for those who do NOT overcome?

 

I'm sure that there are those who can come up with plenty of scriptures that support Once Saved Always Saved. But will they really pass the test, when read in context?

 

Henry allowed something to interfere with his goals and dreams. He allowed a distraction to come between him and what he was aiming for.

 

How many Christians allow earthly distractions to come between them and Christ. They start compromising their Christian values. Or maybe they are trying to justify their actions by comparing themselves to others. Or maybe they've just gotten tired of the fight, and have forgotten the goal.

 

We need to be ever vigilant to what we should be doing and saying, and not given in to the temptations of this world. Satan loves to sprinkle just enough truth into his lies to make them sound truthful. Like the lie in the garden. "If you eat this fruit you will not die!" The truth is he knew they would lose their fellowship with God and that they would die spiritually. The lie was he inferred that they would not die physically.

 

I believe that the Once Saved Always Saved theory if one of Satan's biggest lies. What is Satan inferring with Once Saved Always Saved? I know many people - including members of my family whom I have talked to many times over - who believe that because they said a prayer and accepted Jesus in their hearts they are going to heaven. Regardless of how much sin is in their lives. Regardless of the lifestyles, life choices, language, or anything else.

 

Isn't Satan inferring that we can go back into sin and not have to worry about our salvation? Isn't this exactly what is taught in pulpits all over the world? And is this really what Jesus taught?

We should be working out our salvation daily. Striving to finish the race and not sitting back allowing distractions to interfere with our struggles. We should be putting on the armor of God daily. After all, life is short – but eternity is forever.
 

If your life isn't want it should be. If you've never truly given your life over to Jesus we can baptize you tonight for the forgiveness of your sins. You can have your name added to the book of life, tonight. If you've been living a compromised Christian life and need to get your life right with him. Please come, while we all stand and sing.
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