I had always heard the term ‘Holier than thou’ used to talk about someone acting snobbish, usually in a religious connotation. But I never thought of myself that way.
As I was reading Titus, I started thinking back on this incident and I couldn’t help but wonder… Did that person see a different me than what they knew many years ago? I would hope so. But if they did, was I being labeled ‘Holier than thou’ because they wanted what I had? I truly hope that is the case. Or was it that they were angry that I was not what they wanted me to be. Or worse, was I doing something that would cause them to NOT see Jesus in my life? I hope that this is NOT the case.
Titus, like a sheriff in the old west, was told that he needed to clean up the Church in Crete. (Titus 1:10-12) There were many false teachers who only did it for money, many who were rebellious, deceivers, and vain (or idle) talkers. For that matter, one of their own prophets said that they were always liars, evil brutes, and lazy gluttons. And Titus was told to silence them. To shut them up. He was told to set things right. 
But before he could do that, he, himself, had to make sure he was not wanting. And herein was where I saw what I hope people see in me when they see me. And I hope that they can truly call me ‘Holier than thou’.

7 In all things showing thyself a pattern of good works: in doctrine showing uncorruptness, gravity, sincerity, 8 Sound speech, that cannot be condemned; that he that is of the contrary part may be ashamed, having no evil thing to say of you. Titus 2:7-8
Brothers and sisters, Titus had to make sure HE wasn’t lacking as the Cretans were – the people he was supposed to go in and help clean up. If he were to accomplish the task at hand, he had to make sure his knowledge of the scriptures was sound. That there was no corruption found in him. That he took all matters seriously. And that he was sincere to a fault.

He had to show by example that he truly was ‘Holier than thou’. Not an attitude of better than they, but uncorrupted and not as they were.

He had to make sure that when they looked at him, they did NOT see Titus, but Jesus. In word, doctrine and deed.

But was Titus the ONLY ‘Holier Than Thou’?

Enoch:


He walked with God: and God took him (Genesis 5:24)

Moses:

He saw God on several occasions and faced Pharaoh. (Exodus)
David:


He asked the army of Israel “Who is this uncircumcised Philistine that he should defy the armies of the living God” (1Sa 17:26)

He told Saul “36 Thy servant slew both the lion and the bear: and this uncircumcised Philistine shall be as one of them, seeing he hath defied the armies of the living God. 37 David said moreover, The LORD that delivered me out of the paw of the lion, and out of the paw of the bear, he will deliver me out of the hand of this Philistine.” (1Sa 17:36-37)


He told Goliath “45You come against me with sword and spear and javelin, but I come against you in the name of the LORD Almighty, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied. 46 This day the LORD will hand you over to me, and I'll strike you down and cut off your head. Today I will give the carcasses of the Philistine army to the birds of the air and the beasts of the earth, and the whole world will know that there is a God in Israel. 47  All those gathered here will know that it is not by sword or spear that the LORD saves; for the battle is the Lord's, and he will give all of you into our hands." (1Sa 17:45-47)

Daniel:

Who refused to pray to any god but THE God. He was thrown in the lion’s den, but God protected him. (Daniel 6)

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego:


Refused to bow to the golden image, and they were thrown into a fire so hot it killed those who were to throw them in – and yet one whose form was “like the Son of God” stood in the fire with them. (Daniel 3)

John the Baptist:


Told Herod that his adulterous relationship with his brother’s wife was a sin. (Mark 6:17-18)

Peter:       

He told the multitudes - You are the ones who crucified Jesus (Acts 2:14-26)

Paul:  



He was stoned, got up, went on and preached in another city (Acts 14:19-22)

Stephen: 

The counsel saw an angel when he testified to them (Acts 6:15)

                He saw Jesus sitting on the right hand of God (Acts 7: 55-56)

He asked God to not hold this sin against them, as they stoned him (Acts 7:60)

Look back on September 11, 2001 – How many of us asked God to NOT hold this sin against those who committed it? How many of us wanted revenge? I know I did. But was it RIGHT? Was it being ’Holier than thou’? Being a person who is TRULY ‘Holier Than Thou’ means that we aren’t afraid to speak what God says – even if it means going against popular opinion or traditions.


Who do people see when they look at us? Are they ashamed because it is evident that Jesus lives in us and not them? This is NOTHING to be proud of – every one of us needs to examine ourselves and be HUMBLED by this. 

“The almighty, living God chose to call me His adopted child!”

Say it to yourself. 

Believe it.

And Live it!

Titus was also instructed in how to teach the older men and women – and yet he was younger than they. If his doctrine wasn’t sound how could he teach them?
Remember how we are supposed to TREAT older men and women?

1 Rebuke not an elder, but entreat him as a father; and the younger men as brethren; 2The elder women as mothers; the younger as sisters, with all purity. I Timothy 5:1-2

So he couldn’t just come up to them and demand they listen to him. He had to treat them with respect, and teach them in love. 

Let’s look how we should teach our fathers and mothers:

Fathers:

Sober:

1. Temperate in the use of spiritous liquors
2. Regular; calm; not allowing their passions to carry them to and fro

3. Serious; solemn

Grave:

1. Worthy of respect

Temperate:

1. Moderate; not excessive
Sound in:

1. faith

2. love

3. patience

Mothers:

1. Reverent
2. Not slanderous
3. Don’t drink too much
4. Teach good things; 

They, in turn were to teach the young.
Shouldn’t these things be found in each and every one that calls themselves the child of the living God?

The message to all of us is the same as it was to Titus:

A. Remember always that something has happened to us

1. The Grace of God has APPEARED to us

i. He chose us

ii. He taught us

2. Grace did something TO us

i. We were baptized for the forgiveness of our sins – we were cleansed

3. Grace did something IN us

i. As we study His word, we grow in Him

ii. We should strive to be Holier than thou

B. Remember that we are not what we used to be:

1. What we WERE
i. Sinners

2. What we are BECOMING

i. Saints

C. Remind people, through our lives – our actions and out talking – of these things.

1. Titus 2:15 - These things speak, and exhort, and rebuke with all authority. Let no man despise thee. 

2. Titus 3:8 -  This is a faithful saying, and these things I will that thou affirm constantly, that they which have believed in God might be careful to maintain good works. These things are good and profitable unto men.

Conclusion:


Didn’t the Cretans hear this from Paul? Wasn’t this new message from Titus really just the same thing Paul had tried to teach them? Hadn’t they ever heard that Jesus was supposed to make a difference in the way they lived their lives? Who they hung out with? What they said? What they did?

They had heard this same thing over and over. It wasn’t that they didn’t hear it. It was that they didn’t GET it! Or they didn’t WANT to get it.
It would cause them to be put out too much. It would mean truly giving up the things of this world. It would mean that they would have to do things different. It meant they would have to call sin ‘SIN’ and not try to “pretty it up” so it didn’t sound as bad.

No one could look at them and call them ‘Holier than thou’. It should be a term of shame for the person using it, NOT for the person it was used against.

We need to remember this:

Grace that does not teach us how to live is not the grace that Jesus came preaching.  Let’s all work on truly living a ‘Holier than thou’ life.

The lesson is yours. If there is anything we can do for you. If your life isn’t right, or if you need to put on Christ in baptism – won’t you come as we all stand and sing…
