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Over the next few times I am asked to speak, I will be discussing Socially Acceptable Sins. A Socially Acceptable Sin is one that society either glosses over, celebrates as acceptable, or in some cases even prefer over what the Bible says. Tonight I want to talk about Hate.

{Talk about Obama and Abortion Clinic}
I am NOT pro-abortion. But neither am I pro-yell hateful slurs at people because they believe differently than I do. But in this country, if you’re just blowing off steam, it’s justifiable to hate. If you have a petition to protest, it’s justifiable to hate. Not only is it justifiable it’s legal. We call it Freedom of Speech. 

Many people don’t like to use the word Hate because of what they feel it infers.

Many people believe that Hate only infers that they want harm to be done.  So instead they will use things “Dislike” and “Detest” instead. But there is more to the definition of Hate than just to wish harm on someone. The dictionary says to Hate is to:

dislike intensely or passionately; 
feel extreme aversion for 
or extreme hostility toward; 
to detest. 
But it also says it is 
to be unwilling; 
or to dislike
So how can Hate be socially acceptable? After all the education the government puts into teaching us to be tolerant of others’ life style choices, to accept people of all race, creed, color, religion and sexual orientation – after passing Hate Crime laws one would think that hate has been abolished in this country. 

But sadly all we have to do is pick up a newspaper or turn on the news and we can see how deep hate runs.


If you drive down Bagdad Road here in Leander someone put up a sign, and has it lit up at night, that reads: “Major Hasan is a murderer. Pray for justice.

Major Hasan, as you will recall, is the man who killed at least 13 people at Fort Hood on November 5th of this year. He was shot several times by two officers. Last I heard he was listed as paralyzed – the news never said if it was permanent or not. He was under arrest and will stand trial. What does this person want when they say “Pray for Justice”? I can’t speak for their hearts, but I know of a lot of people where that kind of justice means only one thing- pray that Hasan gets the death penalty!
Yes, what he did was horrific, but should we REALLY pray for someone’s death? His trial can and probably will be tried as a terroristic act and as a hate crime. 

Think about this. In today’s post 9-11 world, if someone talks about terrorists one of the first things a lot of people think about is Middle Eastern people or Muslims. Why do some people immediately assume a terrorist is someone from the Middle East or is a Muslim? Adolf Hitler was a global terrorist. What about Timothy McVeigh or Terry Nichols – the ones who bombed the Oklahoma City Federal building? Would we pray for their deaths?

Jesus didn’t say – 
hate those that hate you, 
be unkind to those who mistreat you, 
or to hurt those who want to hurt you. 
Look with me at what He said in Luke 6:
Luke 6:27 But I say unto you which hear, Love your enemies, do good to them which hate you, 

Luke 6:28 Bless them that curse you, and pray for them which despitefully use you. 
Luke 6:29 And unto him that smiteth thee on the one cheek offer also the other; and him that taketh away thy cloak forbid not to take thy coat also.  

Luke:30 Give to every man that asketh of thee; and of him that taketh away thy goods ask them not again.

Luke 6:31 And as ye would that men should do to you, do ye also to them likewise. 

But He went further: 

Luke 6:32 For if ye love them which love you, what thank have ye? for sinners also love those that love them. 

Luke 6:33 And if ye do good to them which do good to you, what thank have ye? for sinners also do even the same. 
Luke 6:34 And if ye lend to them of whom ye hope to receive, what thank have ye? for sinners also lend to sinners, to receive as much again. 

Luke 6:35 But love ye your enemies, and do good, and lend, hoping for nothing again; and your reward shall be great, and ye shall be the children of the Highest: for he is kind unto the unthankful and to the evil. 

Luke 6:36 Be ye therefore merciful, as your Father also is merciful. 

Why is it so important for us to be this way? Why is it He wants us to do to others as we want them to do to us (Luke 6:31)?

Matthew 22:39 And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. 

In the story of The Good Samaritan (Luke 10:25-37) Jesus clearly outlines that our neighbor is anyone and everyone – not just people who look, act, or think like we do.


The following can be said about hate:

Hate is impatient

Hate is mean
Hate envies
Hate boasts of its own and is proud
Hate is rude and self-seeking
Hate is easily angered

Hate remembers all wrongs

Hate delights in evil but fights with the truth. 
Hate always seeks it own

Hate never trusts in anything but its own
Anyone looking for something to Hate WILL find it
Hate is not what Jesus taught.

There are groups and government lobbyists that tell us we should never hate anyone or anything. That certain crimes have been designated hate crimes. And even bumper sticker can carry the same message. A popular bumper sticker a few years ago stated “Hate is not a family value”. It was distributed by those who believe that homosexuality should be accepted as an alternative lifestyle and to label anyone who apposes them as bigots, homophobes and people who hate other people.

We live in a society that not only misunderstands, but also misapplies hate. They want to use the word “Hate” to further their own agendas instead of trying to erase it. But then again, should we try to erase all hate? Or should we, instead, try to understand hate and apply it where it needs to be. If we want to love as we should we have to hate the right way and we have to hate the right things. I know this sounds strange, but consider this.

According to Vines’ ‘Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words’ – hate is used three ways:

First - Malicious and unjustifiable feelings towards others, whether towards the innocent or by mutual animosity

This is the kind of hate that is condemned by God:
1 John 2:9-11 (King James Version)
1 John 2:9 He that saith he is in the light, and hateth his brother, is in darkness even until now. 
1 John 2:10 He that loveth his brother abideth in the light, and there is none occasion of stumbling in him. 
1 John 2:11 But he that hateth his brother is in darkness, and walketh in darkness, and knoweth not whither he goeth, because that darkness hath blinded his eyes.

1 John 3:13-15 (King James Version)
1 John 3:13 Marvel not, my brethren, if the world hate you. 
1 John 3:14 We know that we have passed from death unto life, because we love the brethren. He that loveth not his brother abideth in death.
1 John 3:15 Whosoever hateth his brother is a murderer: and ye know that no murderer hath eternal life abiding in him.

Notice in this last verse that if we hate our brother we are called a murderer; this is because the sin is in our hearts. The physical act of murder is just the outward expression of the inward desires and feelings.


Second definition -  A right feeling of aversion from what is evil

Romans 7:15 (King James Version)
Romans 7:15 For that which I do I allow not: for what I would, that do I not; but what I hate, that do I.

Hebrews 1:9 (King James Version)
Hebrews 19 Thou hast loved righteousness, and hated iniquity; therefore God, even thy God, hath anointed thee with the oil of gladness above thy fellows.

And let us not forget that twice in the book of Revelation that Jesus states that He hates the works of the Nicolaitanes.

Revelation 2:6 (King James Version)

6 But this thou hast, that thou hatest the deeds of the Nicolaitanes, which I also hate.

Revelation 2:15 (King James Version)
15 So hast thou also them that hold the doctrine of the Nicolaitanes, which thing I hate.

What’s important to note here is that Jesus didn’t say He hated the Nicolaitanes, He said He hated their actions, He hated their doctrine. He loved the sinner but hated the sin. 

Third definition - A relative preference for one thing over another


Here is where Jesus teaches that no one can serve two masters:

Matthew 6:24 No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon. 


Luke 16:13 says the exact same thing:
We know that God is love:

1 John 4:7-12 (King James Version)
1 John 4:7 Beloved, let us love one another: for love is of God; and every one that loveth is born of God, and knoweth God. 
1 John 4:8 He that loveth not knoweth not God; for God is love. 
1 John 4:9 In this was manifested the love of God toward us, because that God sent his only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through him. 
1 John 4:10 Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 
1 John 4:11 Beloved, if God so loved us, we ought also to love one another. 
1 John 4:12 No man hath seen God at any time. If we love one another, God dwelleth in us, and his love is perfected in us.

Yet we also know God hates.

Remember the works and doctrines of the Nicolaitanes?

What about the 7 things God hates?


Proverbs 6:16-19 (King James Version)

Proverbs 6:16 These six things doth the LORD hate: yea, seven are an abomination unto him: 
Proverbs 6:17 A proud look, a lying tongue, and hands that shed innocent blood, 
Proverbs 6:18 An heart that deviseth wicked imaginations, feet that be swift in running to mischief, 
Proverbs 6:19 A false witness that speaketh lies, and he that soweth discord among brethren

God Hates Idolatry:

Jeremiah 44:2-5 (King James Version)

Jeremiah 44:2 Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; Ye have seen all the evil that I have brought upon Jerusalem, and upon all the cities of Judah; and, behold, this day they are a desolation, and no man dwelleth therein, 
Jeremiah 44:3 Because of their wickedness which they have committed to provoke me to anger, in that they went to burn incense, and to serve other gods, whom they knew not, neither they, ye, nor your fathers. 
Jeremiah 44:4 Howbeit I sent unto you all my servants the prophets, rising early and sending them, saying, Oh, do not this abominable thing that I hate.
Jeremiah 44:5 But they hearkened not, nor inclined their ear to turn from their wickedness, to burn no incense unto other gods.

Those things that God hates, we should hate:

Colossians 3:5 (King James Version)


Colossians 3:5 Mortify therefore your members which are upon the earth; fornication, uncleanness, inordinate affection, evil concupiscence, and covetousness, which is idolatry:

1 Corinthians 10:14 (King James Version)

1 Corinthians 10:14 Wherefore, my dearly beloved, flee from idolatry.

Look at Jacob and Esau. God hated Esau in that He preferred Jacob.

Romans 9:13 (King James Version)

Romans 9:13 As it is written, Jacob have I loved, but Esau have I hated.
Malachi 1:2-5 (King James Version)
Malachi 1:2 I have loved you, saith the LORD. Yet ye say, Wherein hast thou loved us? Was not Esau Jacob's brother? saith the LORD: yet I loved Jacob, 
Malachi 1:3 And I hated Esau, and laid his mountains and his heritage waste for the dragons of the wilderness. 
Malachi 1:4 Whereas Edom saith, We are impoverished, but we will return and build the desolate places; thus saith the LORD of hosts, They shall build, but I will throw down; and they shall call them, The border of wickedness, and, The people against whom the LORD hath indignation for ever. 
Malachi 1:5 And your eyes shall see, and ye shall say, The LORD will be magnified from the border of Israel.

We should hate error and evil. We should be antagonistic toward them. We must hate every false way:

Psalm 119:104 (King James Version)

Psalm 119:104 Through thy precepts I get understanding: therefore I hate every false way.

Contrast this verse to what many believe: “I may read the Bible occasionally and I may some kind of understanding, but I believe that one way is just as good as another to get to heaven. And I should be tolerant against any and every sin.”


What we believe IS important and DOES make a difference.

1 Thessalonians 2:10-12 (King James Version)
1 Thessalonians 2:10 Ye are witnesses, and God also, how holily and justly and unblameably we behaved ourselves among you that believe: 
1 Thessalonians 2:11 As ye know how we exhorted and comforted and charged every one of you, as a father doth his children, 
1 Thessalonians 2:12 That ye would walk worthy of God, who hath called you unto his kingdom and glory.

Remember the Church of Ephesus? They didn’t hate the Nicolaitanes, they hated their works. They hated their doctrine and ways of worship.

Revelation 2:6 (King James Version)

6 But this thou hast, that thou hatest the deeds of the Nicolaitanes, which I also hate.

We must hate evil.

Psalm 97:10 (King James Version)

Psalms 97:10 Ye that love the LORD, hate evil: he preserveth the souls of his saints; he delivereth them out of the hand of the wicked.

Why? 

Sin is against God:

Psalm 51:4 (King James Version)

Psalm 51:4 Against thee, thee only, have I sinned, and done this evil in thy sight: that thou mightest be justified when thou speakest, and be clear when thou judgest.
Sin is degrading:

Look at the Prodigal Son in Luke 15. Where did his sins eventually lead him to? Feeding and eating from the troughs of pigs.

How many others have been brought down to a pitiful condition because they did not hate evil?

Proverbs 13:15 (King James Version)

Proverbs 13:15 Good understanding giveth favour: but the way of transgressors is hard.
Why do people NOT hate evil? Because they do not truly love God.
Psalm 97:10 (King James Version)

Psalms 97:10 Ye that love the LORD, hate evil…

John 3:19 (King James Version) 

John 3:19 And this is the condemnation, that light is come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil.

When it comes to hating the right things and the wrong things, there’s always a preference of one over the other. A person cannot serve both. We either hate the right things or the wrong things.


Matthew 6:19 (King James Version) 
Matthew 6:24 No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon. 
Jesus put it this way: 

Luke 14:25-26 (King James Version)
Luke 14:25 And there went great multitudes with him: and he turned, and said unto them, 
Luke 14:26 If any man come to me, and hate not his father, and mother, and wife, and children, and brethren, and sisters, yea, and his own life also, he cannot be my disciple.

In other words, we cannot love our physical family MORE than we love God. If it’s a choice between pleasing God or family, we should “hate” our family – God MUST come first.

In the same way, we must “hate” our own lives:
Luke 14:26  …yea, and his own life also, he cannot be my disciple.


As I just said, God must come first – in everything.


Which is more preferable:  Which do we prefer? What do we put first in our lives? When we put God second, we are hating God and loving our preference first and foremost.
Remember, brothers and sisters:

We must hate the sin and never the sinner.

We must love God and the truth.

We must hate evil.
God MUST come first in every aspect of our lives.


11

