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Last week I mentioned that I would be talking about Socially Acceptable Sins. Sins that society either glosses over, celebrates as acceptable, or in some cases even prefer over what the Bible says. We’ve covered hate so far, and tonight we will look at the Socially Acceptable Sin of greed
In the 1987 movie Wall Street, Michael Douglas played a character named Gordon Gekko. In one scene where Gekko is addressing the Teldar Paper Stockholders, he gives the following speech:

“The point is ladies and gentlemen that greed, for lack of a better word, is good. Greed is right. Greed works. Greed clarifies, cuts through and captures the essence of the evolutionary spirit. Greed, in all of it's forms - greed for life, for money, knowledge - has marked the upward surge of mankind and greed - you mark my words - will not only save Teldar Paper but that other malfunctioning corporation called the USA. Thank you.”
This one fictional character has made such an impression on the world, that the name Gordon Gekko is still used today, when describing the greed of Wall Street or any other excessively greedy corporation or government.
Dictionary.com defines greed as “excessive or rapacious desire, especially for wealth or possessions.”
I think it’s important to note that Desire itself is not evil.  Skip a few meals and you will begin to desire food.  Don’t pay your electric bill and come July or August you will desire that air conditioner.

It’s the excessive part that gets us into trouble.

Earning money isn’t wrong. It allows us to feed our families, pay our bills, and even help others who are in need. But when all we do is pursue money or possessions, when we’re never satisfied with what we have, we’ve crossed the border to greed.

Tonight I want to look at the four C’s of greed

The Causes of Greed
The Crimes of Greed
The Consequences of Greed
The Cure for Greed
I. The Causes of Greed
There are 3 basic Causes of Greed.
Discontent

Jealousy

Lust of the Eyes
1. Discontent – when we’re not happy with what we have. When we constantly want more.  When we’re constantly stuck in “if only I had” mode – If only I had _______________ I would be happy and satisfied. Sadly, this isn’t really true. For once we have whatever it is – we either want more or something different.
Looking at the diaries of Madelyn Murray O’Hare, there was found many entries of her being very religious early on. Talking about how she went to church constantly, and was always praying to God for money. That if only she had a lot of money she would be happy. She finally concluded that God didn’t exist because He didn’t answer her prayers – He didn’t give her a lot of money.

The purpose of advertising is to convince us we’re not happy with what we have. That we are discontent with our poor miserable lives, BUT if we buy THEIR product – life will be better. 

So we have to buy the latest flat screen, LED TV, the latest cell phone gadget with all those capabilities we will never fully use, we have to have a bigger, better car. We can’t just keep UP with the Jones – we have to pass them – leave them in the dust – so to speak.
Proverbs 1:10-14
10 My son, if sinners entice thee, consent thou not. 

11 If they say, Come with us, let us lay wait for blood, let us lurk privily for the innocent without cause: 

12 Let us swallow them up alive as the grave; and whole, as those that go down into the pit: 

13 We shall find all precious substance, we shall fill our houses with spoil: 

14 Cast in thy lot among us; let us all have one purse:

By their enticing, the sinners try to get the young man to throw in with them. 

We’ve all heard the old saying “Misery loves company”. Why do you suppose that is? Is it that those who are miserable don’t want to be alone in their misery? I believe that they want others to feel just as bad as they do. If I’m not happy and satisfied, why should YOU be? What makes YOU so special?
Luke 3:14 And the soldiers likewise demanded of him, saying, And what shall we do? And he said unto them, Do violence to no man, neither accuse any falsely; and be content with your wages.

Philippians 4:8 Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things. 

9 Those things, which ye have both learned, and received, and heard, and seen in me, do: and the God of peace shall be with you. 

10 But I rejoiced in the Lord greatly, that now at the last your care of me hath flourished again; wherein ye were also careful, but ye lacked opportunity. 

11 Not that I speak in respect of want: for I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content. 

1 Timothy 6:6 But godliness with contentment is great gain. 

7 For we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out. 

8 And having food and raiment let us be therewith content. 

Hebrews 13:5 Let your conversation be without covetousness; and be content with such things as ye have: for he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee. 

6 So that we may boldly say, The Lord is my helper, and I will not fear what man shall do unto me. 

We should learn to be content with what God has blessed us with.

2. Jealousy

Not only is Keeping up with the Jones discontentment, it’s also jealousy. They have something we don’t. So we have to have it.  And Jealousy is the brother of hatred. Go to any big clearance sale, and watch the mad rush. The tugging and pulling of garments from each other – especially if it’s the last item. And it really doesn’t matter if it fits or not. *I* want it – and *I* saw it first – so give it to me!!! You’d think this came right out of a really bad movie, but sadly I’ve seen people take things out of other people’s carts when the cart wasn’t guarded. 
Let’s look at the story of Naboth’s vineyard
1 Kings 21
1 And it came to pass after these things, that Naboth the Jezreelite had a vineyard, which was in Jezreel, hard by the palace of Ahab king of Samaria. 

2 And Ahab spake unto Naboth, saying, Give me thy vineyard, that I may have it for a garden of herbs, because it is near unto my house: and I will give thee for it a better vineyard than it; or, if it seem good to thee, I will give thee the worth of it in money. 

3 And Naboth said to Ahab, The LORD forbid it me, that I should give the inheritance of my fathers unto thee.


Naboth owned a vineyard next to Ahab’s palace.
Ahab asked Naboth to sell him the vineyard so he could have a vegetable garden.
Naboth refused to sell the land that had been his family’s inheritance.
And what was Ahab’s response: 
1 Kings 21:4 And Ahab came into his house heavy and displeased because of the word which Naboth the Jezreelite had spoken to him: for he had said, I will not give thee the inheritance of my fathers. And he laid him down upon his bed, and turned away his face, and would eat no bread.
Here Ahab, the king of Israel, was having a hissy fit. Why?  He had so much already and yet he was jealous of one man’s small inheritance. 
Jealousy lies behind many sins. In the case of Ahab and Naboth, it was murder.
5 But Jezebel his wife came to him, and said unto him, Why is thy spirit so sad, that thou eatest no bread? 

6 And he said unto her, Because I spake unto Naboth the Jezreelite, and said unto him, Give me thy vineyard for money; or else, if it please thee, I will give thee another vineyard for it: and he answered, I will not give thee my vineyard. 

7 And Jezebel his wife said unto him, Dost thou now govern the kingdom of Israel? arise, and eat bread, and let thine heart be merry: I will give thee the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite. 

8 So she wrote letters in Ahab's name, and sealed them with his seal, and sent the letters unto the elders and to the nobles that were in his city, dwelling with Naboth. 

9 And she wrote in the letters, saying, Proclaim a fast, and set Naboth on high among the people: 

10 And set two men, sons of Belial, before him, to bear witness against him, saying, Thou didst blaspheme God and the king. And then carry him out, and stone him, that he may die. 

3. The Lust of the Eyes 

The Lust of the Eyes is a trap many Christians fall into when they are not extremely careful. Especially in today’s greed is good philosophy driven world.
1 John 2:16 For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world.

Look at the story of Gehazi – 2 Kings 5
Naaman came to Elisha to be healed of leprosy. At first he was indignant because Elisha told him to go dip in the Jordan. Yet Naaman had a change of heart and obeyed. After his leprosy was healed he went back to thank Elisha and offer him payment for curing him.

According to 2 Kings 5:5 this is what Naaman was willing to offer Elisha: 
2 Kings 5:5 … And he departed, and took with him ten talents of silver, and six thousand pieces of gold, and ten changes of raiment. 
This would make the receiver an instantly rich man. And yet Elisha would not accept any of what Naaman had brought. 
2 Kings 5:15 And he returned to the man of God, he and all his company, and came, and stood before him: and he said, Behold, now I know that there is no God in all the earth, but in Israel: now therefore, I pray thee, take a blessing of thy servant. 

16 But he said, As the LORD liveth, before whom I stand, I will receive none. And he urged him to take it; but he refused. 


But Gehazi had other plans. Gehazi’s eyes lusted after what Elisha COULD have had. He was Jealous of and lusted after what Elisha refused to partake of.

2 Kings 5:20 But Gehazi, the servant of Elisha the man of God, said, Behold, my master hath spared Naaman this Syrian, in not receiving at his hands that which he brought: but, as the LORD liveth, I will run after him, and take somewhat of him.

Gehazi saw all the stuff that Elisha COULD have had and wanted it for himself. And look what his reward ended up being…

2 Kings 5:25 But he went in, and stood before his master. And Elisha said unto him, Whence comest thou, Gehazi? And he said, Thy servant went no whither. 

26 And he said unto him, Went not mine heart with thee, when the man turned again from his chariot to meet thee? Is it a time to receive money, and to receive garments, and oliveyards, and vineyards, and sheep, and oxen, and menservants, and maidservants? 

27 The leprosy therefore of Naaman shall cleave unto thee, and unto thy seed for ever. And he went out from his presence a leper as white as snow.

II. The Crimes of Greed
While greed is sinful in and of itself, often it is the things done to satisfy greed that become our downfall.

Lying

Betrayal

Justification of Evil

1. Lying

Ananias and Sapphira
First Ananias lied about how much they had sold the land for.

Acts 5:1 But a certain man named Ananias, with Sapphira his wife, sold a possession, 

 2 And kept back part of the price, his wife also being privy to it, and brought a certain part, and laid it at the apostles' feet. 

 3 But Peter said, Ananias, why hath Satan filled thine heart to lie to the Holy Ghost, and to keep back part of the price of the land? 

 4 Whiles it remained, was it not thine own? and after it was sold, was it not in thine own power? why hast thou conceived this thing in thine heart? thou hast not lied unto men, but unto God. 

Then his wife lied – all for greed.

Acts 5:7 And it was about the space of three hours after, when his wife, not knowing what was done, came in. 

8 And Peter answered unto her, Tell me whether ye sold the land for so much? And she said, Yea, for so much. 

9 Then Peter said unto her, How is it that ye have agreed together to tempt the Spirit of the Lord? behold, the feet of them which have buried thy husband are at the door, and shall carry thee out. 

 Their desire to keep some of the money led them to lie.  If they had not been greedy, giving up all of the money would not have been a problem for them.
2. Betrayal

Judas
Matthew 26:14 Then one of the twelve, called Judas Iscariot, went unto the chief priests, 

15 And said unto them, What will ye give me, and I will deliver him unto you? And they covenanted with him for thirty pieces of silver. 

16 And from that time he sought opportunity to betray him. 

Judas had been with Jesus since the beginning of His ministry.  He had seen the miracles, heard the teaching and seen Jesus’ love displayed countless times, and yet his love for money ultimately led him to betray the Son of God.
The sins we commit to satisfy our greed are no less a betrayal of Jesus than what Judas did.

3. Justification of that which is evil.
Isaiah 56:11 Yea, they are greedy dogs which can never have enough, and they are shepherds that cannot understand: they all look to their own way, every one for his gain, from his quarter. 

Cheating on taxes – After all, everyone does it, right?
Taking office supplies home – Who’s going to notice these pins or paper-clips gone?
Gambling – It’s not really hurting anyone, so who cares?
The Lottery – Millions, if not billions, lost in hopes of getting rich quick.

Vegas – How many people have went there in hopes of making enough to get ahead, but left poor?
III. The Consequences of Greed
Discontent

Family Strife

Abandoning the Faith – The Wrath of God

1. Discontent
Ecclesiastes 5: 10He that loveth silver shall not be satisfied with silver; nor he that loveth abundance with increase: this is also vanity.
The discontent that causes greed will only grow with the pursuit of money.
It’s like the snowball rolling down hill, the bigger it gets, the more it accumulates.  The more it accumulates, the faster it goes down that hill.
The people most overcome by greed in this life are not the ones who have little but those who have much. 
The Rich Young Ruler of Luke 18 had much and went away sorrowful.

Luke 18:18 And a certain ruler asked him, saying, Good Master, what shall I do to inherit eternal life? 

19 And Jesus said unto him, Why callest thou me good? none is good, save one, that is, God. 

20 Thou knowest the commandments, Do not commit adultery, Do not kill, Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, Honour thy father and thy mother. 

21 And he said, All these have I kept from my youth up. 

22 Now when Jesus heard these things, he said unto him, Yet lackest thou one thing: sell all that thou hast, and distribute unto the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and come, follow me. 

23 And when he heard this, he was very sorrowful: for he was very rich. 

The rich man and Lazarus
Luke 16:19 There was a certain rich man, which was clothed in purple and fine linen, and fared sumptuously every day: 

20 And there was a certain beggar named Lazarus, which was laid at his gate, full of sores, 

21 And desiring to be fed with the crumbs which fell from the rich man's table: moreover the dogs came and licked his sores. 

Which one exhibited greed?
2. Family Strife
Proverbs 15:27 He that is greedy of gain troubleth his own house; but he that hateth gifts shall live.

How many families have been torn apart by the pursuit of money?
Martha Stewart

Enron executives

It applies on a much smaller scale as well.

Greed and selfishness go hand in hand


3. Abandoning the faith

I Timothy 6:9 But they that will be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and hurtful lusts, which drown men in destruction and perdition. 

10 For the love of money is the root of all evil: which while some coveted after, they have erred from the faith, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows.

We cannot be fully devoted to God if we are even partially devoted to the pursuit of money. The key word here is devoted, if this is where our desires are.
We cannot love God the way we should if we are wrapped up in loving money.
Luke 12:34 For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.

Matthew 6:21 For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.

Matthew 6: 24 No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon. 

I would hope that no one here tonight would ever picture ourselves in a time or place where we would forsake God in the name of money.
But if we pursue money, it will eventually consume us.
If we try to pursue God and money at the same time, we will end up hating one or the other.


3. God’s wrath

Micah 3: 11 The heads thereof judge for reward, and the priests thereof teach for hire, and the prophets thereof divine for money: yet will they lean upon the LORD, and say, Is not the LORD among us? none evil can come upon us. 

12 Therefore shall Zion for your sake be plowed as a field, and Jerusalem shall become heaps, and the mountain of the house as the high places of the forest.

God will not abide being second place in our lives.  If we put the pursuit of money ahead of Him, then He will reject us.

IV.  The Cure for Greed

Contentment

Perspective

Christ-like attitude

1. Contentment

Discontent in some form is the overwhelming cause of greed in most cases.
The pursuit of greed leads to even greater discontent.
Contentment then is one of the keys to living a life free from greed.
Philippians 4: 11 Not that I speak in respect of want: for I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content. 

12 I know both how to be abased, and I know how to abound: every where and in all things I am instructed both to be full and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer need.

Contentment is learned
Philippians 4:6 Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God. 

Don’t be anxious.  Don’t worry about physical things.
Give thanks for what God has given us, rather than focusing on what we don’t have.
Accept what God has given as being sufficient.

Hebrews 13:5 Let your conversation be without covetousness; and be content with such things as ye have: for he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.

2. Keep things in perspective.

Philippians 3:7 But what things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ. 

8 Yea doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but dung, that I may win Christ,

Perspective means everything
How would you respond if I told you the house directly beside ours burned to the ground a few weeks ago?  Do you feel compassion, sorrow or a sense of duty to the owners?  What if I add the detail that the house had been abandoned and the fire department burned the house down as part of a training exercise?  The added details give a whole new perspective to the situation, don’t they?
How do we keep things in their proper perspective?
Remember J-O-Y

Jesus First

Others Next

Yourself Last

3. Have a Christ-like attitude.

Philippians 2:5 Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: 

6 Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God: 

7 But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men:
Though Christ was in the form of God, He did not consider that position something to be held on to if by giving it up He could better accomplish the Father’s will.

Christ emptied Himself.  He laid aside His privileges.  He gave up what He had a rightful claim to.

Sermon on the mount teaches us, “Whoever compels you to go one mile go two, whoever asks for your coat, give him your cloak. Lend without expecting return.”
Conclusion:

Greed is a socially acceptable sin.

We are supposed to pursue money in order to attain happiness.

Bumper stickers: “He who dies with the most toys wins.”

“I am spending my kids’ inheritance.”

We look at these as amusing but they portray an underlying attitude in our society.

In the lifetime of Jesus we do not hear Him speak of 
“my house” 
“my land” 
“my farm” 
“my books” 
“my business” 
or “my money” 
We do however, hear Him speak of 
“my Father” (Matthew 10:33)
“my friends” (John 15:14)
“my disciples” (John 15:8)
“my church” (Matthew 16:18)
“my name” (Matthew 18:20)
“my words” (Mark 8:38)
“my sheep” (John 10:27)
and “my joy” (John 17:13). 
It is significant that Jesus thought more of spiritual possessions than of material ones.
Which is more preferable:  The life of greed in the world; or the abundant life that Jesus promises?
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